THE 


VIRGINIA MAGAZINE 


OF 


HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 


I. JULY, 1893. No. 1. 


Diary of Capt. John Davis, of the Pennsylvania Line. 


This Diary, showing the march, position, &c., of Wayne’s Brigade, 
every day from May 26, 1781, when the command left York, Pennsyl- 
vania, till January 11, 1782, when it was at Jacksonborough, South 
Carolina, was copied literally, as far as possible, by me, from the 
original which belongs to Mrs. A. H. Fultz, of Staunton, Va., a grand- 
daughter of Capt. Davis. 

Capt. Davis was a native of Chester county, Pennsylvania. At the 
beginning of the Revolution, he raised a company and served to the 
end of the war. He participated in the battles of Brandywire, German- 
town, Monmouth, Stony Point and Yorktown, and was with Wayne in 
South Carolina and Georgia. He spent the winter of 1777-8, at Valley 
Forge. After the war he married Ann Morton, daughter of John 
Morton, signer of the Declaration of Independence. In April, 1800 
he was appointed Brigadier-General of Pennsylvania militia, and there- 
after was known as General Davis; and in 1803, was commissioned an 
Associate Judge of Chester county. He died July ro, 1827, in the 74th 
year of his age. The inscription on his tombstone states that he was 
long a ruling Elder of the Presbyterian church and a man of unfeigned 
piety. 

It must be remembered that the Diary was written hurriedly in the 
field or bivouac and necessarily abounds in verbal errors. It seems to 
have been revised afterwards by Capt. Davis, and I have before me his 
revised account of the battle of Green Springs, as follows : 
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‘July 6.—Marched at 5 o'clock, A. M., for Jamestown, where the 
enemy at this time lay in force. When the army had advanced within 
5 miles of this town, the 1st Pennsylvania Battalion was detached with 
a number of riflemen, to Green Springs, which brought on a scattering 
fire that continued for three hours, when a body of Light Infantry came 
with the other two Battalions of Pennsylvania troops. The line was 
displayed, and we advanced ;_ by this time the enemy was meeting us, 
when a general action ensued. At the distance of one hundred yards, 
we charged on their main body under a heavy and incessant fire of 
grape and cannister shot; at this instant we opened our musketry. 
Their right flanking our left, a retreat was found necessary; with the 
loss of two pieces of artillery—we retired to a church where we lay 
this night.”’ 

JOS. A. WADDELL. 


STAUNTON, VA., January, 1893. 


York Town [York, Pa.], 26 May, 1781. 

Marched from York Town, g o’clock morning, under Gen. 
Wayne, & encamped 11 miles on the road to Frederick Town. 

27th. General Beat, at Sun rise, troops took up the line of 
March & halted near Peter Lytles town, being 14 miles. 

May 28. Troops took up the line of March at sun rise, passed 
through Tawney Town & halted near Pipe Creek, about 14 
miles. 

29. Troops took up the line of march at 3 o’clock, & encamped 
on the S. W. Side Manochory, 15 miles. 

30. This day continued on the ground. Soldiers washed their 
cloathes, cleaned their arms & were Reviewed at 7 o’clock in the 
evening by G. Wayne. 

May 31. Took up the line of march at sun rise, passed 
through Frederick Town, Maryland, & and reached Powto- 
mack, which, in crossing in Squows, one unfortunately sunk, 
loaded with artillery & Q. M. stores & men, in which our Ser- 
geant & three men were drowned; encamped on the S. W. side 
of the river. Night being very wet, our baggage not crossed, 
Officers of the Reg. took Quarters in Col. Clapam’s Negro 
Quarter, where we agreeably passed the night. 

June 1st. Continued on our ground till four o’clock in the 
afternoon, when we mov’d five miles on the way to Leesburg. 

June 2nd. Very wetday * * & continued till evening. 
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3rd. [Loudoun Co.] Took up the line of march at 10 o'clock, 
passed through Leesburg—the appearance of which I was much 
disappointed in; encamped at goose creek, 15 miles. 

4th. [Prince Wm. Co.] Marched from goose creek at six 
o'clock, at which place left our baggage & sick, and proceeded 
through low country. Roads bad in consequence of the rains; 
encamped at the Red house, 18 miles. 

5th. A wet morning, cleared off at 10 o’clock; Marched at 
1 o'clock; proceeded 12 miles on the road to Rappahanock; 
lay out without any kind of shelter. 

6th. [Fauquier Co.] Marched at 6 o'clock, 9 miles on the 
road. 

7th. This day continued on our ground, consequence of a 
heavy rain preceeding night. 

June 8th. Took up the line of march at sun rise; Reached 
the North Branch Rappahanock at 10 o’clock. 

Troops waded the river & proceeded nine miles into this 
county [Culpepper Co. ] 

gth. Took up the line of march at six o’clock; crossed the 
South Branch Rappahanock and proceeded Five miles into this 
county [Orange Co.]; country poor, & buildings very small. 

roth. Marched at 5 o’clock; a thin poor country. Joined the 
Marquis’s this day; made a march of 23 miles; pass’d a body 
of militia, 1800 men. 

11 June. Marched at 4 o’clock; encamped at 10 o’clock, 10 
miles. 

12th. [Louisa Co.] Marched at 6 o'clock through woods & 
pines, at length got to the main road leading to Fredericksburg, 
proceeded 5 miles on it & encamped. 

13th. Troops continued in their encampment this day. 

14th. Marched, at 5 o’clock, 10 miles through so poor a 
country it did not produce one drop of water; at the place we 
left all our Tents. 

15th June. [Hanover Co.] Took up the line of march at 
sun rise; this day was attended with much fatigue for want of 
water, refreshed in an orchard with the Col., when the Marquis 
took part with us. 

16th. Took up the line of march at day Break, proceeded 
six miles, when we washed & rested ourselves the day; at this 
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place we built an agreeable Bush house & walk’d out in the 
afternoon, in comp’y with Mr. White, to see a pennsyl(vania) 
family who I hapened to know, A Mr. Parker. 

17th. Marched at 3 o’clock through the best country we had 
seen in the State, 20 miles, to Mr. Dandridge’s. 

18th. A sweet morning. I mounted guard. This day the 
enemy advanced on us. Our Camp struck at sunset. All the 
continental troops marched in order to surprise a party of horse. 
We continued till day. But on our arrival where they were, they 
had gone some hours. 

19th. [Henrico Co.] Layon our arms till 10 o’clock. Then 
retired 4 miles in the country, where we lay down contented, 
destitute of any refreshment, Bedding or covering. 

20th. Marched, at six o’clock, 3 miles, reviewed by the Gen. 
at 3 o'clock; jay on our arms all night. 

21st. At Col. Simms Mill. Marched, at 12 o’clock A. M., 8 
miles, and lay at Bunells ordinary, destitute of every necessary, 
both of life and convenience. This day Capt. Wilson and myself 
dined with Col. Stuart. 7 

22nd June. [New KentCo.] Marched, at 2 0’clock, through 
a well-inhabited cuntry, though I can give no account of the 
people, as I have not been in a house for some days, though they 
look well on the road where they generally paraded to see us. 
This day passed through Richmond in 24 hours after the enemy 
evacuated it—it appears a scene of much distress. I see Jas. 
Humphrey as we march’d, though, on our arrival at Camp, I 
returned, when I found Mr. (word illegible) very kind; had 
the pleasure of drinking tea with a Mrs. Parke,a Lady of 
Penn’a. 

23rd. Marched at 2 o'clock, halted at 8 for refreshment, when 
we had an alarm. Reports from our lite horse the enemy within 
1 mile of us. The army formed for action. A universal Joy 
prevailed that certain success was before; we lay on our arms 10 
hours; Hourly receiving accounts of their advance. But to our 
great mortification turned out a false alarm. At 6 we moved our 
position for convenience of encampment & got very wet this 
night with a rain; came on at 12 o'clock. 

24, Sunday. [James City Co.] A fine morning. * We lay on 
this ground all day enjoying ourselves & cooking. This day 
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one of our soldiers taken deserting to the enemy; 4 o'clock he 
was tried, and executed in the evening. Marched at dark in 
order to surprise Tarleton, 12 miles; he got wind of our ap- 
proach and retired. 

25. Lay by this day. At dark took up the line of march in 
order to overtake Simcoe, who had piundered a quanity of cattle: 

26th. At six o’clock in the morning we overtook a covering 
party, who retreated before us. We mounted a party of Infan- 
try behind lite horse, who overtook their rear. We had a 
small skirmish, horse & foot, in which we took same lite horse 
and cattle & kill’d 30 on the spot with inconsiderable loss. * 

27th. This day we lay at Bird’s Ornary. I mounted guard; 
a wet night. 

28. Clear morning; made some movements for advantage of 
Ground. 

29. Maneuve’d considerably in this country in consequence 
of Bad information. 

30. Extremely Fatigued; lay by greater part of this day; our 
tents brought to us in the evening. 

July 1, Sunday. Marched at day break 8 miles to York River, 
where we encamped; } returned that night to our former post. 

2. Marched down to Bird’s Ornary; returned that night to 
our post. 

3rd. Marched Sun rise to some Body’s old field. Maneu- 
veres retrogade; many troops were out; Hot weather. 

4th. A wet morning; cleared off at 10 o'clock. This day 
we had a Fude joy in celebration of the Independence of Amer- 
ica, After that was over Penn* Line performed several Maneu- 
veres, in which we fired. 

5th. Marched at 7 o’clock on our way to Williamsburg, pro- 
ceeded as far as Chickahomony Church, where we lay on our 
arms till Sun up. 

6th. At sun rise we took up the line of march for Jamestown; 
which place the enemy lay at. The rst Batt" was detached with 


* This engagement was called by the soldiers the battle of ‘‘ Hot 
Water.” Col. Butler of the Pa. line commanded the Americans, and 
Col. Simcoe, the British. Many Augusta county militia were in the 
fight —J. A. W 


+ Col. Bassett’s, York River. 
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some riflemen, which brought on a scattering fire that continued 
many hours, when the 2nd & 3rd Batt* with one of Infantry 
arrived in sight; we formed & brought on a Gen' Action. Our 
advances regular at a charge, till we got within 80 yds. of their 
main body, under a heavy fire of Grape shot, at which distance 
we opened our musquettry at their line; 3 of our artillery horses 
being wounded; & then their right flanking our left, rendered a 
retreat necessary, with the loss of 2 pieces of Artillery.* 

7th. ,This day we lay at this church; dressing and sending our 
wounded to Hospital. 

8. At120’clock this day we marched 3 miles toward Jas 
River for Camp. This evening I went to see the wounded at the 
Bird ornary.t 

gth July. I returned to camp; awarm day; water scarce & 
bad. This day we lay on this ground. 

10. [Charles City Co., Holt’s Forge and Mills.] | Marched at 
2 0’clock P. M., to Holt’s Iron Works. Country good tut 
reduced. 

11th. Orders for washing and cleaning our arms. 

12. Marched at 7 o’clock toward James River. Roads Bad. 


*The above was a more important engagement than would be in- 
ferred from Capt Davis’s mention of it. His account is interesting 
because it was written on the spot and on the sameday. The calmness 
of his brief narrative is noticeable. The fight is known in history as 
the battle of Green Spring. 

The British army under Cornwallis was proceeding to cross from the 
North to the South side of James river, at Jamestown, where a British 
dragoon and a negro, professing to be deserters, came into the Amer- 
icancamp. They stated that all the British army, except a rear guard, 
had crossed over, and La Fayette ordered an advance. The attack 
was made by Wayne, with characteristic impetuosity. He found him- 
self confronted by the whole British army, and his command would 
probably have been destroyed or captured if La Fayette had not come 
up and ordered the Americans to withdraw; they were not pursued. 
The American loss was 118 men killed, wounded and captured, and 3 
cannon; of the British 80 men killed and wounded. <A body of Auvusta 
county militia participated in the fight, and probably were the riflemen 
mentioned by Capt. D.—]. A. W. 


+ Observe how he has fallen into the vernacu/ar, at first he wrote 
“ordinary,” now ornary.—]. A. W. 
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13. Orders for cleaning ourselves & preparing for an incorpo- 
ration [s¢c] which was much wished for. 

14 July. This day the incorporation* to take place, when 
officers determined who was for the Campagn. 

15. [Chesterfield Co.] This day was taken up in crossing 
the James River, when our friends took their leaves. 

16. Marched at 3 o’clock & encamped at Chesterfield church. 

17. Marched at 3 o’clock for Chesterfield Court House. 
Water very good these two days & the country the most fertile 
we had seen. 

18th July. Marched at 3 o'clock, P. M., to Cheatum’s farms, 
12 miles. 

19th. [Appomattox River.| Marched at 4 o'clock, A. M., 
for Good’s Bridge, 10 miles, where we continued two days. 

21. Cloudy day. 

22. This day we had a soldier hanged for marauding. A 
raining day, cool and pleasant. 

23rd. I dined this day with Gen. Wayne, where we passed an 
agreeable afternoon. 

24. Moved our camp 200 yards in the rear. No particular 
accounts of the enemy. 

25th July. About 2 o'clock this day this Bridge (Good’s) fell 
in; whose construction was of a singular nature. No person 
hurt, tho’ many about and under it. 

26th. Wet morning & cloudy day. 

27. Aclear fine morning ; Warm day. 

28. Nothing material this day. 

29. Nothing material this day. 

30. General Beat this morning at day Break; troops marched 
by the right to Watkin’s Mill, which place we arrived at 10 
o'clock, 9 miles. Mr. McKinney & myself rode out, agreeable 
to appointment, to dine with Mr. Sagleson, where we see a pretty 
agreeable country. 

31st. This day we lay still. They country the most fertile 
we had seen in the State. 

August 1st. [Dinwiddie Co.] Wing marched day Briak 
[stc] 12 miles. 


* This refers to a re-organization of the command—some of the 
officers retired. 
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2nd. This day we marched to Asnaguin River. 

3rd. Marched to the Right about for the North, 21 miles. 

August 4th. Marched at day Break for James River opposite 
Westam, 10 miles; Capt. Barthdo Bond & my self rode to 
Richmond, where we were agreeably entertained by Mrs. park 
& some Corlot‘ [szc] Lady’, & the Gentlemen of the Virg. Line 
who had been prisoners; returned to camp next day. 

5th. Cross’d James River & took post at the Hights 
Westam. 

6th. Lay on this ground this day, which place enemy had 
occupied before us. 

7th Aug. Lay on this ground. 

8th. Marched at 10 o’clock, A. M., pass* Richmond day 
light; encamped 3 miles below. 

g. [N. Kent Co.] Gen! Beat at 1 o’clock, A. M.; marched 
at half past to Bottom Bridge; made a short halt; proceeded to 
Savages’ Farm, 11 miles. [his day our Baggage arrived from 
Cox’s Mill; well. 

1oth. Troops continued on the ground this day. 

11th Aug. Continued on this ground. No official account of 
ye enemy. 

12th. A wet day; a soldier of the Virg. Line executed for 
shooting; attempting mutiny in shooting a Capt. Kurpatrick. 

13. Very wet day. 

14th. A fine day; lay still. 

15. Lay on the ground; this day dined at Lock Hall’s, 9 
miles from Camp, with some Gent" of the line. 

16: Lay on the ground; a cool agreeable day. 

17 August. Gen' Beat 2 o’clock morning; troops marched 
at 3 to Phillips’s Farm, near Newcastle, & within Four miles of 
Hanover Town. 

18. [Hanover Co., Phillips’ Farm.] A showry day. Country 
abounds in the Best water Millons I ever see. 

19. Troops continued on this ground this day. 

20. Troops lay still. Messrs. North, McKinney & myself 
rode out to see the country and a certain Mr. Skelton’s seat 
which was elegant, as well his situation singular. 

21 Aug. This day the troops lay still. 

22nd. Weather quite cool; rode out & dined at Mr. Ander- 
son’s with some Virg* officers. 
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23rd. Troops marched at 8 o’clock, A. M., arrived at Sav- 
ages Farm. 

24. [Charles City Co.] Marched at 4 o'clock, A. M., for 
Bird’s farm on James River. A beautiful situation. This Bird 
was allowed to be the richest man in Virg*, when living; his 
building very elegant. 

25 August. We lay still this day a looking around us, admir- 
ing the greatness of this man’s Idea in his improvements. 

26. Attended Divine worship on the River side, under a 
shade of cedars. 

27. Marched this day at 8 o’clock, A. M., to Maubin hill, 9 
miles on the banks ye river. 

28. Marched this day at 2 o’clock to Westover. 

29. Nothing material. 

30. [Surry Co.] Begun this night to cross the river, which 
kept us some Two days, as the river is one mile wide & boats 
very bad. 

Sept. 1. Information this morning at 7 o'clock of a French 
Fleet riding in Chesepeck Bay, with 4000 troops on board; we 
marched at8 A M., & halted opposite James Town, 6 miles, 
where we pass’d the night. 

2nd. At 10 o'clock this morning a number of boats hove in 
sight (with the troops) which landed at James Town. 

3rd. Their Boats cross’d the river next morning at sun rise 
& cross’d our Troops. Our boats not yet arrived. We lay on 
James Town plains this day; at night we march’d to Green 
Springs, where we pass’d ye night. 

4th. Marched at day break for Williamsburg ; halted on the 
commons, at 4 o'clock P. M., was reviewed by Gen' St. Simon. 
This night we took part in the City Colledge. 

5th. [Williamsburg.] Pass’d the greater part of this day in- 
terviewing the city & its public buildings, which does the State 
credit; lay on our arms near town in a thicket of woods. 

6th Sept. This morning at 8 o'clock the troops took up ye 
line of march & pass’d through the City & halted within 7 miles 
of York & encamped at Col. Burrell’s Mill; we were now ye 
advanced corps ye army. 

7. This morning at 8 o’clock we were alarmed by ye firing of 
several shots from our front Piquett. 
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8. We were relieved by the advanced corps of the army 
appointed in orders & marched to Join our Good Ally, which 
cut a respectable figure, & encamp’d the whole, North of Wil- 
liamsburg. I was ordered to repair to James town to superin- 
tend the crossing ye Baggage. 

gth. Dined this day as well as yesterday with Gen. Wayne, 
at his Sick Quarters, & repaired to Camp at night. 

‘to. Reports this day say Gen' Action have been fought off 
Chesepeak bay between Adm' Grass & Wood; that ye latter 
have made to Sea and a superior fleet in full pursuit of him. 

11th Sept. Nothing material. Dined with some Militia offi- 
cers at ye Capitol landing [Williamsburg], in company with 
several Gen* of ye line. 

12. Nothing material occurred. 

13. Rode out in the country & returned in ye evening. 

14. Twenty one Gun firing announced the arrival of Gen 
Washington in Camp. The army paraded & was reviewed 
before he lighted from his horse. 

15. A very wet day, which was much wanted. 

16. I mounted ye Gen. Guard. Ye offtcers of the Infantry 
waited on the Gen' tocongratulate his arrival at the Southern States- 

17. This day the Gen’, with ye French Gen’, left camp in 
order to see Count De Grass, who lays at Hampton Roads. 

18. Nothing material except the landing the 1st Detatch"™ 
from ye Northward. 

19. This day I rode down to Holt’s mill, cross* to Surry 
county with W™. Collier, where we dined with Col. Hutchins on 
the Banks of the river; we pass’d an agreeable afternoon; cross’d 
ye river after night; lay at Holt’s mill. 

20. Returned to camp this morning. 

21. Second division of ye Northward troops arrived. 

22. Nothing material. 

23. Very rigilam [sc] in preparing for ye siege. 

24. Northward troops landing & marching up to the place. 

25. Nothing Material. 

26. Orders to move down below ye town, & form an encamp- 
ment. 

27. Marched East of town & formed the Grand army—Ameri- 
cans on ye right & French on ye left. 
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28. Army march’d this morning at 5, by the right for York. 
On arriving on its environs, the British horse appeared. The 
French open’d some Field pieces, & they retreated in their 
works; lay on our arms. 

29. [Camp before York.] This morning formed a compleat 
investment round the Town & pitch’d our camp. The enemy 
retreated this night in their contacted [szc] works. 

30. Took possession of their out lines. 

Oct. 1. A warm fire continued all this day, about 40 Guns to 
the hour on an average & 10 by night to the hour; 2 men only 
kill’d, one of them on ye works. 

Oct. 2nd. A continual firing from the Enemy’s Batteries all 
this day. Our works goes on rapidly. 


3rd. A continual firing was kept up all this day. A deserter Be 
went in who informed them where our covering parties lay. aa 
They directed their shot for them; the first kill’d 3 men & mor- = 
tally wounded a fourth. Our works go on rapidly. 
4th. Our cannon & Mortars now arrived. This day Col. 


Tarlton made a charge on Duke Luzerne’s Legeonary Corps on ie 
Glochester side & was repulsed with the loss of his commanding = 
offi of Infantry Kill’d & Tarlton badly wounded, with 50 pri- 
vates Kill’d on the spot. 

5th. Our works go on day & night. Some chance men kill’d 
with the incessant fire kept up on our works. 

6th. A rainy day; 3000 fatigued this night a making line 
for our covering parties. 

7. The first paralel finish’d; carrying on the Batteries an 
incessant firing Day & Night. 

Sth. Oct Our heavy artilery taken up ro pieces this night. 

oth. A heavy cannonade kept up from us, which dismounted 
all their pieces. 

10. A Mr. Nelson came this day out, who say our shells do 
much execution. 

11. Continual firing kept up. This night we broke ground & 
formed 2™ paralel with the loss of 2 mittoke men kill’d. 

12. The enemy kept up a very hot fire all this day. - 

13th. This morning 2 Hessian deserters came in, who says 
our shells do much execution. 

14. This morning a deserter says the Infantry refused doing 
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duty, that Cornwallis flatters them they shall be relieved in a few 
days, & gave (word illegible) a pipe of wine. 

This night the Marquis took their river Battery with very in- 
considerable loss, & Maj. Gen. Viominel took another on their 
extreme, to the left, with little loss likewise, & now our second 
paralel compleat. 

15. - This night the enemy made a rally & imposed on the 
French for Americans, & covr’d our advanc’d posts & trenches, 
but on finding out the imposition, drove them with the loss of 8 
prisoners & kill’d on ye spot. 

16. pushing our advanc’d posts forward as fast as possible. 

17- Lord Cornwallis proposes deputies from each army to 
meet at Moores House to agree on terms for the surrender of the 
garrisons of York’ & Glocester; an answer sent by 3 o’clock, when 
a cessation of arms took place. 

18. Flags passing this day alternately. 

1g. At 10 o'clock this day our troops marched in and took 
possession of their batteries, & the British army marched out & 
grounded their arms. Our army drew up for them to march 
through, French on one side & Americans on the other. 

20. Lay quiet in our camp cleaning ourselves. 

21. [Camp York.] British army march’d out for their can- 
toonments under Militia G’ds. 

22nd _ Brigade on duty. 

23rd. Orders for ye troops to hold themselves in readiness to 
March at the shortest notice. 

24. Marquis De St. Simon’s troops embarking their cannon. 

25. Orders for Brigades daily to be on duty to demolish our 
works. 

26. Nothing material. 

27. Acc“ Sir H. Clintons embarked from New York for ye 
South. 

28. Orders countermanded respecting our cannon going on 
board. 

Nothing material occurred till 5th Nov. 

5th Nov. Marched at 9 o'clock to Burrell’s Mill; 18 miles. 

6th. Marched at day light, pass’d through Williamsburg, en- 
camp’d at Bird’s ornary; 18 miles. 
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7. Marched at sun rise by the right, encamp’d at Kent Court 
House; 14 miles. 

8. March’d at sun rise, encamped at Bottom’s Bridge. 

g. March’d at sun rise, encamped at Richmond. 

10 Nov. troops begun to cross the river. Crafts very un- 
suitable for the purpose. 

11. Waggons & ammunition crossing. 

12. Our brigade began crossing. 

13. continued crossing; no accident except a boat sinking in 
the river, but no men drowne. 

14. Marylanders proceed on their way for petersburgh. 

15. Our Brigade march at 12 o'clock. Encamp’d Osbrons. 

16 Nov. [Chesterfield Co.] March’d at sun rise; encamped 
at Petersburgh. 

17. Cross’d Appomattock. 

18. Lay still this, which was a very fine day. 

19. [Brunswick Co.] Marched at sun rise; encamp’d near 
Dunwoody court House; 19 miles. 

20. March’datsunrise; encamp’d at Nottoway bridge; 14 M. 

21. March’d atsun rise, encamped at East Edmunsons; 15 M. 

22nd. Nov. March’d at sun rise,encamp’d at Mitchell ornary; 
15 miles. 

23. [Mecklenburgh Co.] March’d at sun rise; encamped at 
Hugh Millers; 14 miles. 

24. March’d at sun rise; arrived at Roanoke. 11 o'clock 
crossed with great expedition. 

25th. This day we lay still. The morning foggy; heavy 
rain afternoon. 

26. lay on ye Bank River. 

27. Maryland line cross’d. 

28. Wet day; lay still. 

29. March’d at sun rise, 10 miles, to Williamsburgh. 

30. [North Carolina, Greenville Co.] March’d, at sun rise, 
12 miles to Harrisburgh. 

1st December. March’d at sun rise, to Gen' Parsons, 12 
miles, through the best country I see since crossing potomack. 

znd. [Caswell Co.] March’d at sun rise, the road sloppy ; 
encamp’d at Pains ornary, 16 m. 
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3rd Dec. March’d this morning at sun rise; passed by Cas- 
well Court House & cross’d Hico Creek, 10 miles. 

4th. March’dat sunrise, cross’d County line creek, when it 
began to snow at 12 o'clock; continued till night, when it was 4 
inches deep. We hada very tedious day’s march, 13 miles. 

Capt. Bartholomew Broke his leg by a fall from a horse. 

5th. This day the troops lay on their ground; roads very bad; 
detat® of 1 Hundred men with the stores stays behind in order to 
hasten our march. 

6th. This day the troops lay owthis ground. Capt. Bond & 
myself dined with Col. Dickson, 6 miles from camp. 

7th. [Guilford Co.] This day the troops marched at sun 
rise through a very good country; waded Haw river & encamp’d 
on it, 16 miles. 

Dec. 8. Troops march’d at sun rise, through a good looking 
country ; encamp’d at Guilford Court House, 20 miles. 

gth. This day we lay on this ground, which turned out very 
rainy. 

10. This day we likewise lay still; very cold. 

11. This day troops march’d at sun rise through a Quaker 
Settlement; country good & well wooded; encamped near Barny 
Hidels on abbots creek, 15 miles. 

12 Dec., ’81. [Roan Co.] The troops took up the line of 
march at sun rise & march’d through a German settlement, where 
the farm much as penn’; left Moravian town on our right 6 miles 5 
encamped at Mr. McCuaneys, 16 M. 

13. This morning at sun rise the troops march’d, crossed the 
Yadkin in boats, wagons & cattle waded; beautiful river about 
80 perches wide ; encamp’d within a mile, 14 m. 

14 Dec. Troops march’dat sun rise; pass’d through Salisbury 
town, which is a very pretty town, considering its remoteness in 
the state, 7 m. 

15. Troops march’d at sun rise; pass’d a good settlement ; 
encamp’d at Mr. Taylors, 12 M. 

16. Troops march’d at usual time; cross’d Coddle creek on 
a bridge we made, & waded Rockey river,14m; Dined with 
Gen. Wayne, visited an encampment of Catawba Indians. 

17 Dec.,’81. [Mecklenburg Co., N. C.] We lay still in 
consequence of heavy rains. 
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18. Troops march’d at sun rise. The country good; en- 
camped at Charlotte, a small & ornary looking place, 14 m. 

19. March’d at sun rise. Roads bad, country not so good as 
we have pass’d; encamp’d at —-— (name illegible), 15 m. 

20 December, 81. [South Carolina, Camden Dis.] Troops 
march’'d at sun rise, pass’d through a country adjoining Catawba 


river & belonging to a (word illegible) nation of that 
name, encamp’d on Twelve mile creek, 10 miles. Rivers run all 
in this country a westerdly course. 

21. Troops march’d this day at 12 o'clock, encamped on 
Waxaws creek—6 miles. Those creeks high. 

22nd December. Troops marched at sun rise; cross’d several 
small creeks ; encamp’d near Maj. Bartley*—10 miles. 

23rd. Troops march’d at sun rise through a country cov’d 
with pine & sands, intermixed with Black Jacks. This march 
we pass’d hanging Rock. This road had many marks of wilful 
destruction in Waggons & Military stores which was made on 
Gates’ army. Encamp’d near that Rock—z2o0 m. 

24 Dec. Troops march’d at sun rise; the day excessive wet 
& waded several creeks. This day’s march as well as yesterday’s 
the country uninhabited & will ever remain so, I presume. En- 
camp’d near Camden, 16 miles. 

25. [Camden Town.] Troops lay still this day; light officers 
of Batt' dined with a Mr. Le Count, where we faired well & spent 
an agreeable evening. This town ruin’d much by the British. 

26th. [Camden, Wateree River.] Troops march’d at sun rise 
& cross’d the Wateree River 1% miles from town; this river is 
about Two Hundred yards wide & deep; encamp’d on the south 
side. 

27. Troops march’d at sun rise through a low country cov- 
ered in many places with swamps; encamp’d at Reynolds Mills, 
8 m. 

28. Troops march’d at sun rise through a poor country des- 
titute of Inhabitants, known by the name of Sand Hills ; encamp’d 
on the Banks of Congeree River, 23 m 

29 Dec., ’81. . Troops march’d at 8 o’clock, cross’d Congeree 
in excellent Flats. This river is 300 y™ wide, one of the han- 
somest I ever see; encamp’d on the south side—q miles. 

30. [Orangeburgh Co.] Troops march’d at 9 o'clock through 
a good country; encamp’d at Adam Tintly, 12 m. 
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3tst. Troops march’d at sun rise; country tolerable; settled 
by Germans. Encamp’d at Orangeburgh, 12 m. 

January 1st, 1782. Troops march’d at sun rise through a 
wilderness; waded more than twenty creeks, some Three feet up; 
encamp’d ina place amost surrounded with water; destitute of 
inhabitants, 20 m. 

2nd. Troops marched at sun rise; this day’s march through 
fine body of pine & sand, uninhabited; waded a number of 
creeks or rather Guts of water communicating from one to another; 
encamp’d as yesterday—15 m. 

3d Jan’y,’&2. [Edisto River.] Troops march’d at sun rise 
wet low country, pul’ through. Saw Mills which work’d with 8 
saws on one frames; encamp’d at Hickory ridges—1o m. 

4th. [Round O Set.] March’d at sun rise. ia the army 
at this post, 3m. [Gen. Greene’s army. ] 

5th. This day taken up in cleaning ourselves & arms after 
Two month’s constant march. 

6th. Cleaning ourselves & writing. Rode out to see this 
River farm. 

7. A command of 1oo Men to retire one now at the lines (of 
our line) Maj. Hamilton Command. 

8. Some Gentlemen dined with us in Camp. 

gth. Pennsyl’a Brigade march’d at g o'clock to Jacksons 
Borough, where the Legislature of the State now sits; encamp’d 
on its Right, rq. 

10. Mr. M°Kinney & myself walk’d out to hunt, called at a 
house where liv’d a Mr. Deneson from Penn’y. Din’d with 
him & pass’d the afternoon. 

11 Jan’y, ’82. [Jackson’s Borough. ]* 


(THE END.) 


* Jacksonborough, at which place the Diary ends, is a station on the 
Charleston & Savannah Railroad, about 30 miles from the former city, 
The Legislature of South Carolina sat there in 1782, but there is noth- 
ing at the spot now to indicate that it had ever been the seat of the 
State Government. 

Wayne was detached by Greene and sent into Georgia, from which 
State he drove the British, rendering very important further service 
before the close of the war.—J. A. W. 
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Letters of William Fitzhugh. 


[Col. William Fitzhugh, the founder of the well known Virginia 
family of that name and the author of the letters which follow, was a 
native of England and a son of a member of the English Bar, in which 
profession Col. Fitzhugh himself was educated. Removing to Virginia 
about 1670, he settled in Westmoreland County, and a few years after- 
wards married a Miss Tucker of the same county. He died in 1701, in 
his fifty-first year, leaving a large estate, which included many slaves 
and about 54,000 acres of land. Col. Fitzhugh was a lawyer, planter 
and merchant. His letters derive their chief value from the light which 
they throw on the course of trade between the colony and the mother 
country in the latter part of the seventeenth century. The originals 
are now in the Library of Harvard College. Our print is taken from an 
accurate copy which was presented tothe Virginia Historical Society by 
a descendant of Col. Fitzhugh, and which is still in its possession. 
All obscurities of language and punctuation are faithfully retained. ] 


May 15th, 1679. 

Flon’rd Sir: 

The story mentioned in your letter, first year of his Reign 
did it so happen to all the Justices, except Sir William Thorning, 
chief justice of the common Bench and two of the Kings Ser- 
geants, Hankford and Brinkley, for their detestable opinions 
given to Richard the Second, in the twenty first year of his 
Reign, in the Declaration of high treason to the great destruc- 
tion and Disherison of many Lords &c. Upon hearing of your 
letter I remember something of it but my memory being deceit- 
ful and my account not certain, I durst not venture upon an in- 
formation, considering whence it was and for fear of censure, 
yet blushed to myself to let slip such an easie Quelre in a Pro- 
fession I intended to get money by. Last fall I received a demand 
of.your Book which I neither then was, nor now am capable of 
restoreing because lost; but will honestly satisfie you for them in 
your resonable Demands. And to Demonstrate my readiness 
thereinand that I may be in what Jureable, gratefull have inclosed 
sent you an account of some old statutes, what time they were made 
and by whom, because I remember once you seemed to doubt 
thereof and were pleased also to think (or tell me so) they were 
obsolete and out of use, which occasioned me to take the more 


especial notice in my collecting and do find they are most of 
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them in force at thisday. I intended to have given you an account 
which of them were introductory of new Laws and which de- 
claritory of the old, and which mixt, but doubting the length of 
such a particular account, would rather seem prolix than pleasant, 
therefore have referred it till I know farther your desire by your 
especial commands. 

How necessary the knowledge thereof is I will demonstrate by 
two Examples, the first is the Statute of Glo. Chapter 6, gives 
treble damages, and the place wasted in anaction of Waste. 
Now to know what costs is to be given in that action you musi 
know what the Law was before the making that Statute because 
where any Statute doth give treble damages, where damages by the 
common Law were given, there the cost also shall be treble, but 
when treble damages are given by a Statute where no damages 
were formerly recoverable there the damages shall only be re- 
covered and no costs. And because there were no damages 
given in the said Action of Waste before the said Statute, there- 
fore only the Place wasted and treble damages shall be recovered 
and nocosts. The Second is the State of 8 H. 6 of forcible Entry 
which giveth treble damages in this case, treble damages and 
treble costs, shall be recovered because they should have recov- 
ered single damages at the common Law before the making that 
Statute. By this you may see what precipitate judgment may be 
given upon any Statute without understanding the Common Law, 
before the making thereof which is the only guide and which 
is only to be learned out of Antient Authors (for out of the old 
fields must come the new Corn) contrary to opinion of the Gen- 
erality of our Judges and practisers of the Law here. 

There are several other old statutes that I have not given you 
an account of because I am not sure these will be chearfully 
accepted, being only done for the satisfaction of your former 


doubt. 


If this pleases command more from 
Sir your Wff. 


To the Hon”® Maj. Rich* Lee. 


June 10, 1679. 


Mr. William Sherwood, 
Sir: The Report I sent last between Barton and Merrideth 


happening in your hands to discuss wherein I wrote the opinion 
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of others on both sides which needed not to one so acquainted 
and conversant in the Common and Municipial Laws of the Land 
which I understand was axcepted and approved by you more 
than really it deserved, has encouraged me more particularly to 
recommend this person and his cause to yourconduct. I cannot 
report it because never adjudged, neither needs there much Law 
or argument because it is so plain and notoriously known. I 
have plainly set down the case, lest he should mistake in the 
relation. 

You need no Armour to fend off the opposites arguments, 
because so weak they are not able to defend themselves, and his 
so palpably strong they are not to be undermined by any fallacy. 

His desire is to be forthwith seized as according to Law and 
Equity he ought, for the greatest Plea they have is by dilatory 
Evasion to keep him out this year, which I presume will not be 
admitted when the Court shall be acquainted how long already 
they have continued trespassers to him, and how much they 
have damnify’d him thereby he having forwarned them off 
above half a vear since the finishing the last crop, since they 
alledge that as they have sown they ought to reap. I must con- 
fess that Rule holds when they are in by a rightfull title and then 
sow their land and their Estate determined by the Lot of God, but 
not to trespassers Desprisen &c. I could have enlarged more 
upon this point but relating farther to you would be carrying 
Coals to New Castle. 

J refer you to the relation of the person himself. Iam 


Sir your Wff. 


Sept’ 11th, 1679. 
Maj. Robt. Beverly, 

Sir: I remember you were instancing to me one point of 
Law that you could understand no reason for, why the cousin 
should inherit before the brother of the half blood, although 
you were satisfy’d that the Law was so, neither could you meet 
with any one that could give you the Reason thereof, reasons I 
had then in my memory I acquainted you with though not so 
fully as you required and I desired. 

It is an Antient point and therefore the reason must be sought 
for in Old Authors, which remain in their Original Languages to 
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say French and Latin and have purposely sent this to give a Pro- 
fessor in the Science satisfaction as also to acquaint you that we 
here esteem no more ours than we are able to give the reason of 
observing that old Rule Constante Ratione legis constat ipsa Lex. 
In Bracton, Britton and Fleta you shall find these words, no man 
can be heir to a fee simple by the Common Law, but he that hath 
sanguinem duplicatem the whole blood, both of the father and 
of the mother so as the half blood is no blood inheritable by 
descent, because he that is but of the half blood cannot bea 
compleat heir for that he hath not the whole and complete blood, 
and the Law in Descents in fee simple does respect that which is 
compleat and perfect. Also these foresaid Authors give these rea- 
sons for the Law in this point, first every one that is heir to 
another aut est haeres sine proprietatis aut jure representationis, 
as where the eldest son dieth in the life of his father his issue 
shall inherit before the younger son, for although that the young- 
est son is magis propinquus yet jure representationis, the issue 
of the eldest son shall inherit for he doth represent the person of 
his father. And it is great reason that he who hath full and 
whole blood should inherit before him that hath but a part of the 
blood of his Ancestor for Ordine naturae totam praefertur vin- 
cining parti. Secondly, as none can be begotten but of a father 
and a mother, and he must have in him two bloods. 

Blood of the father and the blood of the mother, these bloods 
commixed in him by lawfull marriage constitute and make him 
heir so that none can be heir to any if he hath not in him both 
the bloods of him to whom he will make himself heir and there- 
fore the heir of the half blood cannot inherit because he wanteth 
one of the bloods which should make him inheritable for parte 
guaring integrante sublata tolliten totum as in this case the 
blood of the father and the mother are one inheritable blood and 
both are necessary to the preservation of an heir and therefore 
deficiente uno non potest esses haeres. Thirdly for avoiding of 
confusion for if as well the half blood as the whole blood shall 
be equally inheritable, then in many cases confusion and_ uncer- 
tainty will follow who shall be the next heir. I could in my 
third reason have instanced many Examples but that I think it 
needless because they will appear of themselves. Thus Sir for 
your satisfaction and in honor to the noble Profession I have 
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(I think) given you an account that the Law appoints nothing 
but what is grounded upon very great reason, although perhaps 
without farther Search it may not immediately correspond with 
every man’s reason; if this be not satisfactory, please to give me 
notice, and I will very-much enlarge upon these reasons and 


illustrate them by Examples. I am 
Sir your Wff. 


Sept. 6th, 1679. 
Maj. Robt. Beverly, 

Sir: In my former by my brother George Brent, I endeav- 
oured your private satisfaction. This I have recommended at my 
client’s request to the Retainer, I advised him to. The case is 
plain and easie. Thompson sues Owzley upon a bond of 4,000 
lbs. of Tob® conditional to pay a Servant at such a time, the condi- 
tion not being performed, he recovers judgment upon his bond 
after which judgment the Defendant craves an Injunction in 
Chancery to whose bill (1 being retained) Demurred and pleaded 
these Precedents and Reasons. I have here inclosed for my 
Demurrer which after some argum“ the Court allowed of and 
accordingly enter judgment for us, grounding their judgment 
upon the former quotations from which judgment the Attorneys of 
Owzley appeals. I have'given the tull quotations though not 
the precedents there inserted, but enough I think to give the 
Court satisfaction. I have also taken the most material Reasons 
out of the afore recited Authors why Injunctions are not to be 
granted after judgments at the Common Law obtained which I 
presume will be sufficient and satisfactory. And have farther 
instanced that one of the articles exhibited against that great 
Prelate Woolsey was for such illegal Proceedings, which I hope 
none of our Courts in Virginia will be guilty of for fear of the 
punishment which is prae munire as appears by the Statute I 
have likewise quoted to you. I have farther to urge that as 
servants are our way,together with the Cheapness of Tob’ and the 
long time lapsed before suit for it, after it became due, 4000 Ibs. 
Tob® is but a reasonable rate, he having paid his Tob°® for it 
almost two yearsago. This | have only intimated not doubting 
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the failure of so clear law. Sir, because I advised him to you 
therefore for my Credit and his Interest your careful manage- 


ment of this cause is desired by 
Sir your Wff. 


April 7th, 1679. 
Mr. Thomas Clayton, 

Sir: Ihave sent you the Report of one cause of Action 
twice presented in our Court, I being both times retained by the 
Defendant. First, before the Court themselves as triers of the 
fact and Dispensors of the Law arising from that fact which 
found for the Defendant and Plaintiff, was non suite; Secondly, 
upon renewing the Suit again, the Plaintiff prays a Jury may be 
impannelled to enquire into the fact, who were accordingly sum- 
moned and sworn, who find for the defendant. 

Upon which verdict the Court gave judgment against the 
Plaintiff for ex facto jus oritur, from which judgment the Plain- 
tiff appeals. Now, Sir, I apprehend by the Law of England 
that when a jury who are sworn, tryers of the fact have found it the 
fact in that case is no more to be enquired into without attainting + 
the Jury, by reason Jurys are so strongly bound, both by there oath 
administered to them upon the tryal, as also for fear of attainder, 
the judgment of attainder being so severe and dreadfull by the 
Common Law. Quod committantur quotee Domini Regis, et 
quod omnia terrae et tenementa capiantur in manum Domini 
Regis et deratentur et extirpentur et uxores et liberi eorum 
Ammoventur et omnia bona et catulla foris faciunt Domino 
Regi et amado amittunt liberum legem in perpetuum. 

My Lord Cooke, in the the first part of his Institutes, folio 
294, says that this judgment imports eight great and generall pun- 
ishments, and in the third Institutes divides into five parts as 
folio 222 (see Kelways Reports fo 83, Second Institutes fo: 130 
and 237, 238 &c.) in the first recited place gives the reason of said 
judgment, because all actions depend upon the oath of twelve men; 
prudent antiquity instituted so severe a punishment, but since the 
Statute of 23 H. 8, Chapter 3 hath something mitigated the 
punishment (See the Statute well expounded in Dyer) fo 81, 
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and Cooke’s Reports Lib 3, fo. 4 and Lib 1o fo. 119 yet not 
made it so slight as that another Jury shall go out upon the 
same matter of fact and bring in a contrary verdict, which is 
both against Magna Carta and the fundamental! laws of England; 
by which Law we are ought to be governed, to condemn men 
unheard; how dangerous a thing it is to change an antient maxim 
of the Law, (See the second part Cooke’s Institutes fo. 97 and 
98), for as Cicero saith, major haereditas venit unicing rostram 
a jure et legibus, quam a parentibus, and as my Lord Cooke 
saith in his commentary upon Magna Carta fo. 56, the Law is 
the surest sanctuary that a man can take and the strongest fort- 
ress to protect the weakest of all. But where is this Sanctuary 
and fortress if the Law shall be so wrested and contradictory 
verdicts so taken whereby innocent and honest men unheard and 
unseen shall be liable to Infamy and beggary ; Infamy by being 
guilty of Perjury, and beggary if a legal scrutiny shall be made 
therein. 

And besides by the law of England all Jurys ought to be of 
the Neighborhood and in this Country; I think the Constitution 
may very well permit it in the same County, for the Rule is Vicini, 
Vicinora, facta presumtur Scire. This I have written with as 
much brevity as I could, because I am informed they generally 
so proceed at James Town; it rather requires a small treatiss 
than a letter to discourse thoroughly upon it, but refer you to 
the quotations where you may see it learnedly discussed and 
hope there may be no occasion of urging it, for I take an appeal 
to be the removing the matter in Law before a higher Court and 
better Judges, for the words of the appeal be from the judgment 
of the Court and not from the verdict of a Jury that is the 
Judges are mistaken in point of Law in giving their Judgment, 
which may be easily collected from the words. Thus Sir I have 
adventured though unknown to recommend my Client and his 
cause which I have truly reported as it was argued here and 
hinted what inconveniences will follow if verdicts which are dic- 
tum veritatis should be destroyed without proceeding According 
to Law by Attaint which is the particular remedy given by the 
Law which point as I before intimated requires rather a small 
treatise than a letter fully to discourse upon. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Thos. Clayton. 
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April 7th, 1679. 
Worthy Sir: 

Once more at the instance of Bur Harrison, I take oppor- 
tunity to write to you. I think the poor man is very much 
troubled in the delay of his business, for if Matthews had any 
title to land, by the Law he ought to have commenced suit and 
had a legal tryal, for by Magna Carta, Chapter 29, and Cooke’s 
Commentary’s thereon, fo. 46, 47, No man shall be disseised of 
his Lands or tenements or disposs’d of his goods without Action 
or Answer contrary to the Law of the Land. But here Harrison 
is kept out of his Right that is Thomas Barton’s plantation 
w™ he hath sufficiently made appear to be his without either 
Action or Answer contrary to the Law of the Land, only under 
the cover of a pretended title Matthews lays to it, which if it 
were true, has no relation to that controversie of Thomas Bar- 
ton, because Barton was possess’d by and held under Harrison 
feofee and not by any title or claim from the said Matthews, and 
consequently is a trespasser to the said Harrison. But far as 
I can understand, Matthews has hardly the shadow of a title 
for he grounds it upon a grant from the Council when himself 
was Governor, in 1657, and their Pattents bears date and were 
confirmed in 1654; what a pretense that is, the meanest capacity 
is able to apprehend. A Grant without a Patent obtained three 
years after a Patent solemnly signed, sealed and confirmed. 

Sir I trust to your care in that concern of mine and three 
others partners and hope to hear something of it by this oppor- 
tunity. I am 

Your Wft. 
To Mr. William Sherwood. 


Sept. gth, 1679. 
Honored Sir: 


I am informed by Burr Harrison that you tax me of rash- 
ness in councilling him, p’ haps it might so seem to you for want 
of a thorough information of his just Right and a false informa- 
tion of a feigned Right, the first pretension of a title to the 
Land in Controversie was by old Capt. Brent, who upon his 
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pretended Right settled several Tennants to say Burr Harrison, 
Thomas Barton and one Bennet, whose widow this woman is, 
that makes such an exclamation about the house pull’d down. 

Afterwards Coll’ Washington as guardin to Gerrard Broad- 
hurst sues and tries title about this Land in Stafford County and 
recovers and the said tennants all turned to him and became 
his tennants as guardian aforesaid. After the tennants sue Giles 
Brent as son and heir of his father, deceased, for their said 
Eviction and trouble recovers ag" him. Afterwards Burr Harri- 
son buys the Land of Gerrard Broadhurst being of age so that 
by this it may appear that Gerrard Broadhurst hada Title by 
Pattent, Possession and the Judgment of Stafford County Court, 
and consequently Burr Harrison is in Possession and the Rule is 
I equali jure melior est conditis possidentis. And by Magna 
Carta, Nulli vendemus, nulli negabimus nulli deferremus gustitiam 
aut reelum and my Lord Cookes Commentarys thereupon fo: 46, 
47 whose words are these: No man shall be disseised of his Lands 
or Tenements or dispossessed of his goods or chattels without 
Action or Answer or contrary to the Laws of the Land. But 
here Harrison is kept out of his Right that is Barton’s Plantations 
wich he hath sufficiently nade appear to be his without either 
Action or Answer and then contrary and only under the colour 
of a pretended title Matthews lays to it which if it were, yet Bar- 
ton is a trespasser to Harrison because Barton was possessed and 
held under Harrison’s feofee and not by any title or claim from 
the said Matthews. But as far as I am informed Matthews has 
hardley the shadow of a title, for he grounds upon a grant from 
the Council when himself was Governour in 1657, and the Pattent 
Harrison holds by bears date and was confirmed in 1654. 

Now in my apprehension a Grant without a Pattent obtained 
three years after a Pattent solemnly signed, sealed and con- 
firmed, cannot be very efficacious in destroying a title granted by 
that Pattent. Thus Sir I have run over the heads of the whole 
business that I might make it perspicuous that my counsel in 
advising them to pull down the house after lawfull warning 
given them to depart was not rash and inconsiderate, but 
grounded upon good reason and Authority in Law. For more 
than all I have before informed you this widow Bennet after 
Harrison Purchase did not only atturne and acknowledge her 
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new Land Lord, but delivered up her lease unto his hands and 
after she and a freeman that lives with her took the Plantation 
from time till the fall for the Rent of one hh" of Tob’. At the 
expiration of which time Harrison gives them two months 
notice to provide for themselves and before witnesses several 
times forewarned them off, but their answer was they would 
neither go off nor pay the Rent. Then and not before I advised 
him to pull down the house, having found a Paralel case ad- 
judged in termino Hilarri, 34 Eliza inter Wigford and Gill in 
Banes Reginae Cooke Eliza fo. 269, when the same thing was 
done, and after both Arguments at the Bar and solemn Argu- 
ments at the Bench allowed of and justified. The mans impor- 
tunity and my own vindication has drawn the letters to this 
prolixity, yet I hope your Honour considering the occasion, will 
pardon it in 
Hon! Sir Wff. 
To the Honb”* 


Nia@® Spencer, Esq., Secretary. 


Nov. 2nd, 1680. 
Sir: 

Thos. Dutton was reccommended to me by the Hon"® Ralph 
Wormley Esq’ to manage his business about Prescotts lands. 
Upon view and examination of all his papers, I find him to have 
no longer an Estate than for life in those lands if the Will made 
by Prescott in new London were here authentickly proved. Yet 
upon a farther consideration waving all thoughts of any real 
interest of any Estate of Inheritance in the lands I considered the 
Equitable Right of the Escheat to appertain to him and consider- 
ing also you are pleas’d to grant an Escheat to those who in 
Equity had the most seeming right. I was intended to have 
waited upon your Hon" with Thomas Dutton so soon as I should 
have an account of your safe and desired arrival to communicate 
this to you and sollicite your Honour in the poor man’s behalf. 
While these thoughts and intentions were thus in my mind, 
Thomas Dutton brings me a letter he received from your Hon’ 
considering his equitable Right wherein you appear not only 
willing to grant the Escheat upon his Petition but are pleased to 
offer him the Escheat and direct him to petition and compound 
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for the same. Immediately upon view of this your Honours 
charitable offer I directed him to go to his Tenant in whose 
behalf he now busies himself and for whose interest he now begs 
the benefit of Escheat, that he may now confirm what he before 
so foolishly sold to them, and they as simply bought of him, to 
see what they would do in his behalf. Some of them agreed to 
stand by him and assist him in the ‘payment of the composition 
money and Escheat fees: but being yesterday at M’ Bridges and 
understanding by Coll’ Allerton his majesties Escheater that 
your Honour would not be paid in Parcels but would have it 
in one entire sum. 

I discoursed some of the Tennants who with Thomas Dutton 
intreated me to become security or paymaster for the whole to 
say for that six hundred acres. 

I was willing upon their request and counter security, which 
they then promised me, to engage to you for the payment of the 
whole if you will accept of my Security. Capt. Lord, M’ Bridges 
and the rest of the petitioners seem pleased to tax me of self 
Interest upon these my offers; to acquit myself that I will ac- 
quaint your Honour how I direct him in his Proceedings. Those 
tennants that are willing to pay their proportionable rate of this 
Escheat, according to the quantity of land they hold, shall enjey 
their former Purchase and for this new imbursement will have 
their Estate ascertained and enlarged which will be more to them 
than the money they’ll be out about it, those that are willing to re- 
imburse any more I will take care with Dutton; they shall not be 
turned off there Land Loosers, but shall have reasonable satis- 
faction. If I had any self Interest (which I’ll assure your Hon- 
our I have none) it must be esteemed very modest when the sole 
business that I aim at [in Duttons behalf] is the continuing of 
former purchasers, the reimbursing those that are willing to 
continure and keeping Dutton from endless litigous and expen- 
sive Suits which must inevetably fall upon him if the Escheat be 
elsewhere granted and the Tennants be either turned off or put 
to new Purchases. 


Sir Your Weff. 


To the Honb' 
Nic’ Spencer, Esq., Secretary. 
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April 7th, 1680. 


Sir: That I may correspond with your desires and mine 
own inclination, have by this opportunity sent you an account 
that I have received of yo" Letter and shall do my utmost en- 
deavour to the full accomplishment of your Deserts and desires 
therein. When I was on board you may remember I entreated 
you to take me twenty h” freight certain and thirty uncertain, 
you told me I need not because you would secure it me upon 
which I rely. As I don’t question your care and endeavour in the 
disposal of my Tob’, so I doubt not you’ll endeavour to furnish 
me with those necessary things I sent for by you as also give me 
an account of them by the first opportunity and how all affairs 
stand in England which I shall assuredly expect from you as you 
may do the station of all affairs in this country from me by all 
opportunitys. I have omitted one thing in my particulars, 
which I desired you to buy for me that is a Riding Camblet 
Coat, if my money holds out buy it, if not use your Dis- 
cretion. In my note of Particulars I did not forget it, only 
omitted for fear of over charging my acco‘ and your trouble. 
A prosperous voyage, a lucky market and a happy Return is 
wished by 

Sir Y" Wff. 
To Capt. Fra* Partis, 
At the Hermitage, near East Smithfield, London. 


June 11th, 1680. 


Sir. I promised you by all conveniencys to give you an ac- 
count of the affairs of the Countrey, to comply therewith I have 
taken this opportunity. 

I am not able to inform you of any new matter, but only to 
tell you that we are at present very quiet from our Indian 
Enemies. I believe no great crops will be this year made, by 
reason of our great drought, not having had one good shower since 
your departure which is now almost a month, so that everything 
is kept under thereby. I have drawn bills of Exchange on you 
for £7, 13, 4, payable-to M* William Law, of London Merchant; 
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if those bills comes to your hands please to give them due ac- 
ceptance, for I had rather that part of my P'ticulars that I sent 
for by you were let alone than the Discredit of the Protest of 
those Bills which by no means let be protested. Iam nowa 
great distance from home and cannot be so large as I would, 
but shall refer you to my next Letter by some of our own ships 
for a more ample information. 

I am Sir Your Wff. 
To Capt Fra* Partis, at &c. 


June 11th, 1680. 


Sir: By my former I gave you what account I could how = 


affairs stood then, there’s little alteration has since happened. I 
have not now the copy by me, being above one hundred miles 
from home, but take this opportunity to give you an account 
that I advised by my last that I drew bills of Exchange for £7, 
3, 4, which I did then and do now desire you to accept and 
make punctual payment. 

I did then also request you to let alone sending me some of 
my goods rather than refuse the payment of those bills, but now 
I desire you to send or bring in every particular I have sent 
for, because I have here inclosed sent two bills of Exchange, one 
for £20 Sterling, the other for £3. I have also inclosed sent 
two bills of Exchange, one for £20 Sterling the other for £43. I 
have also inclosed sent you a letter of Advice to be delivered 
with that bill of £20 to Sir Robert Peyton, upon sight of which 
I believe there’s little doubt of receiving the money. I hope I 
shall have occasion to transmit near 100 £ sterling next ship- 
ping, therefore please to give me an account truly of your inten- 
sions, whether you intend for Virginia next year or to stay there 
that I may accordingly order my affairs. 

I expect to hear from you by all conveniences, wherein I hope 
I may have a particular relation of my own affairs and a general 
account of the proceedings there. This is the needfull from 


Your Wff. 
To Capt. Fra‘ Partis, at &c. 
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Sir: The above is copy of my former June 11th, 1680. I 
have no new matter to add only I would have you be very care- 
ful of my flax, hemp and hayseed, two bushels of each of which 
I have sent for because we have now resolved a cessation of 
making Tob® next year. We are also going to make Towns, if 
you can meet with any tradesmen that will come in and live at 
the Town, they may have large privileges and immunitys. I 
would have you to bring me ina good Housewife. I do not 
intend or mean to be brought in as the ordinary servants are, but 
to pay her passage’ and agree to give her fifty shillings or three 
pound a year during the space of five years, upon which terms 
I suppose good Servants may be had, because they have their 
passage clear and as much wages as they can have there. I would 
have a good one or none: I look upon the generality of wenches 
you usually bring in not worth the keeping. I expect to hear 
from you by all conveniences for I assure you I let slip none 
to tell you, lam &c. I would have you bring me two large 
Paper books, one to contain about fourteen or fifteen Quire of 
Paper the other about ten Quire and one other small one. 

July 1st, 1680, 
Ps Capt. Fowler. 
To Capt Fra® Partis, At &c. 


Dec. 4th, 1680. 


Sir: Both yours I have received by Capt. Paine am glad of 
yours, sorry you came to no better market. I hope this year 
Tob’ will rise by reason there’s but small crops made throughout 
this country and Maryland too. I have got ready the Tob’ I 
owe you which when your brother comes or any one by your 
order may receive; we now look out every day for his arrival 
by whom I intend to ship thirty or fourty hh”, crops are so small 
and debts comes in so badly that I cannot send so much as I 
thought by twenty hh*, but what I do send is pretty good. 
What friends I can advise shall assuredly secure you. Mr. Scar- 
let has promised me to consign you twenty hh” and I believe 
shall get you some more this year. 

Sr. I kindly observe two passages in your letter, one is that 
if I have occasion for fourty of fitty pound sterling you will pay it 
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though you have none of my effects in your hands, the other 
that you paid my last bill of £7, 13, 4, at sight. The one gives me 
credit, the other honour for both which I thank you. I under- 
stand by the said letter that you have sent me all I sent for which 
you inform me come to something more than you have in your 
hands, yet being encouraged by your letter and assured of money 
that I shail remit home if my Tob’ should either miscarry or 
come to a bad market, for I shall certainly remit home a hundred 
pounds Sterling certain if not more from good hands and sure 
paymasters. I have ventured on a bargain of 29 £ Sterling for 
two negroes of Mr. Vincent Goddard for which I have drawn 
bills of Exchange upon you, which please give due exceptance. 
I know not yet what to enlarge, by the first opportunity after 
your brother’s arrival shall give you a larger account, and there- 
fore at present shall only tell you that I shall always continue 


Sir Your Wff. 


To Capt. Frances Partis. 


February Ist, 1680. 


Flonoured Sir : 

Yours I received, together with one from the Hon” Mr. 
Secretary, and another from Coll’ Allerton, who acquaints me 
the 14th february is the day he hath appointed a Jury to meet 
for the finding an office for your Grant. At which time or before 
(if sickness, &c. doth not prevent) I shall wait upon you to 
tender you the utmost of my Service in that affair and anything 
else you shall please farther to command me; shall endeavour 
in the meantime thoroughly to understand the Case and learn 
how the Law directs, that is whether it be a will considering 
the meanness of the Stile and immethodicall penning thereof 
when the party speaking (or which ought to speak) was a person 
of such known abilitys; if the discovery of the fraud fails in the 
consideration of the Stile, then he that was known so good a 
master of his pen Should in the last act of his life affix his mark, 
is almost irrationall to imagine. Secondly, if it be a will, whether 
it be good in whole or in part, that it is not good in the whole 
the first Argument makes manifest by affixing his mark &c. 
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Thirdly, if it be good in part, in which part. That it cannot be 
good in that part that concerns the Land, this late Statute hath 
provided, for the title of the Statute is to prevent frauds and 
perjury, the preamble or Key of the Statute persues the same, 
then the body of the act declares the manner how this shall be 
avoided when such considerable bequests as Lands and tene- 
ments, that is by three or four witnesses at the least, but here is but 
two, then for this part void and all thoughts of Equity banished 
by reason of the probable presumption of fraud in the whole, but 
more especially in this part. Fourthly and Lastly, Admit that 
it were a will good in all its parts and fully supply’d with all the 
ceremonies that the Law requires whether his lands and Tene- 
ments should pass by these words real and personal Estate ad- 
mits I think a considerable Dispute. These S‘ are the heads of 
the argument that I at present apprehend are to be managed in 
your just cause and which I shall take pains to my ability to 
inform myself in, whereby I hope I may assure you. I am 


Sir Wff. 
To The Hon” Ralph Wormley. 


March 30, 1681. 
Mr. Stephen Watts, 

Sy: By the Bristol men that have used our parts I have 
heard of you but by M" Richard Gotley this year dealing in 
these parts I have more particular account of your honest and 
faithfull dealings which induced meat this time to consign you 
eight hh* of Tob’, an Invoice whereof I have inclosed sent you 
this only as an invitation to correspondence, if the market gives 
encouragement I shall consign you more next year and a greater 
quantity. The commodity is grown Slow here and in England 
too that I am affraid the present necessity of my affairs forcing 
me to send home with my Tob’ bills of Exchange for £12,10,00 
of their acceptance. Therefore S' I shall only desire you to 
proceed in this method for me if my Tob’ meets a good market, 
make ready acceptance of the Bills and send me the remainder 
in such things as | shall after mention, but if my Tob’ should not 
clear the money drawn for, please to pay as much of them as 
you shall have in your hands and let the remainder be only pro- 
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tested. You are much a Stranger to me but I much more to 
you therefore dare not make an overture of paying more money 
than you have effects, nor of sending me any without I had of 
mine own with you to pay the things. 

I want a pair of cart wheels, horse harness for three horses, a 
pack saddle and two dozen shoes. I shall enlarge by the latter 
Ships. 

I am Sir Yr Wf. 


April 4th, 1681. 
Mr John Cooper. 

Sir: By the Recommends of Capt. Norrington and some 
little Knowledge I have of your honest and fair dealings, by In- 
spection into some Returns of sales of Tob® and purchase of 
goods has occasioned this letter wherein you’ll find the Invoice of 
eight hh® of Oronoko Tob’ and bill of Loading for the same con- 
signed to your Self which I hope you'll help to the best market. 

The inclosed Bills of Exchange I desire you to present and 
receive by the latter Ships Shall enlarge and give further Direc- 


tion and perhaps consign you more Tob’ and send you some 
more bills. 


I am Sir Your 


May 2ist, 1681. 
Hon’ d Sir: 


I intended to wait upon you as I came from Town to give 
you an account of Coll’ Griffins &c. proceedings about Coll? 
Burnhams land for which you have had an office found. By your 
former letter, and my answer thereunto, I thought myself obliged 
to you part and to my utmost to hinder the probate of the said 
Will, but hearing nothing from and being threatened by mutual 
bonds given and taken between you and the others I could make 
no Defence in your behalf nay durst not own myself concerned 
on your side yet was troubled to see such proceedings and such 
large fees given by them to the value of fifty pound Sterling, 
which I certainly guess’d was for a farther end than to secure 
the personal Estate, and accordingly so it happened for at the 
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latter end of the court they petition for a day to be assigned 
them this next Court, to traverse the Office found pretending a 
right by virtue of the said Will, with some reflections upon 
there first Delay in the probate at your County Court. I have 
sent this Gent. Mr. Hickes purposely with this letter to advise 
you thereof and receive your commands and instructions therein 
whereby I am assured it will appear with a better countenance 
at the next Court to there trouble and loss and to your quiet 
and content w" is truly desired by 
Your Wff. 
To The Hon”* 
Ralph Wormley, Esq. 


May 3ist, 1681. 
Capt. Francis Partis. 

Sr: Till the Receipt of yours by Capt. Shepard I was fully 
intended to write you at large but by that understanding that 
you intended certainly in this next year, I refer a larger discourse 
till then, but yet must now tell you I am sorry the Initiation of 
a correspondence with you Should by your unkind dealings be 
so soon broken off. Your brother Capt. Charles Partis is able to 
give you an account thereof and to him I'll refer, who has 
endeavored as much as in him lies to palliate the matter, by per- 
suading me that it was not really and intentionally done by you, 
but by mistake or some other accident, which in truth by his 
persuasions and my own charitable inclinations I am no In- 
fidel to, yet could do no less than stop the current of all farther 
dealings till these mistakes and Errors, if they be so, already 
committed be regulated, which I suppose may not be difficult 
upon your arrival. What of your Tob’ is paid and why not all 
paid and the care and provisions I had taken therein your 
brother can and will I dare say fully inform you. I hope I 
shall see you time by this next year in your first Rate Merchant- 
man which I shall be very glad of who am 

Sir Your Wff. 


To Capt. Francis Partis, in London. 
P his brother Capt. Charles Partis. 
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May 3!st, 1681. 
Mr. John Lucum. 


If no body should come from me or by my order to take 
the bills of Exchange for the Pipe Staves and the bills of loading 
for the eleven hh“ of Tob’ consigned to Mr. John Cooper of 
London merchant I am so far satisfy’d of your Integrity and 
fidelity that I request you to do it yourself, that is to pass bills 
of Exchange for your full debt, according to the number of Pipe 
Staves your receive and bills of Loading for the eleven hh* 
Tob’, according to the agreement and you receipt for the other 
one hh* consigned to your self which I would have you thus 
order. Inclose one of the bills of Loading and one of the bills 
of Exchange in this letter to Mr. Jno. Cooper which you have 
open and write a letter yourself to me and inclose the other two 
bills of Loading and the two bills of Exchange and your Receipt . 
for the hh® Tob’, well sealed up and leave them either with Mr. a 
William Hardidge or Mr. Secretary and deliver them to them- 
selves with request to keep them till I send for them for fear of 
miscarriage if they should chance to convey them up to me by 
an uncertain hand. 

Also I farther request you to acquaint Mr. Cooper the reason 
that I could not indorse the bills of Exchange to him which 
upon your information will give him the opportunity of demand- 
ing and receiving it without Indorsement. I hope you will keep 
this letter by you for your Instructions and follow it if I have 
not the opportunity of sending one to do it for me, which will 
oblige 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Capt. John Lucum 
on board his Ship. 


June 2nd, 1681. 
Mr. John Cooper. 
This is copy of my former by Capt. John Lucum bearing date 
31st May, last, I have sent another by the said Lucum of the 
same date and of the same purport but open for a bill of loading 
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and a bill of Exchange to be inclosed therein for the above Tob’. 
Sr In my particulars mentioned, and here inclosed you'll find I 
send for a feather bed, and furniture curtains and vallens. 

The furniture, curtains and vailens, I would have new, but the 
bed at second hand, because I am informed new ones are very 
full of dust. The curtains and vallens I would have plain and 
not very costly. I desire you to take notice in the purchase of 
these things in the note of particulars here inclosed, and if it 
should so happen by accident or some other mischance, I should 
not have the opportunity of giving you farther advice, piease to 
take care to send those particulars by the first Ships by Capt. 


Norrington, if he comes forth early. 
Yours Wff. 


June 7th, 1681. 


Sir: By Mr. Lucum and Mr. Lymes, bearing date 31st 
May and 2d June,I have given you an account of eleven hh“ 
Tob® consigned to you together with several bills of Exchange 
to the value of £31 Sterling, besides Mr. Lucum’s bills of Ex- 
change for what value I know not yet, which according to my 
order receive of him. I desire your care in sending me in those 
things I sent for and do now send for, which are for my own par- 
ticular use, therefore I desire you to take care in the goodness of 
them and what my money comes to more than I have given you 
advice of, please to send me it in Linnen, of which let gentish 
holland be finest except one piece of kenting and let there be two 
pieces of white Dimmety and one piece of colored. I refer the 
sorting the linnen to yourself, being mindfull of blue Linnen in 
the Parcel. If you could possibly procure me a Bricklayer or 
Carpenter or both, it would do mea great kindness and save mea 
great deal of money in my present building, and I should be 
willing to advance something extraordinary for the procuration 
of them or either of them. If you send in any tradesmen be 
sure send in their tools with them. Sir, my small acquaint- 
ance begs my excuse for not giving you an account of news 
Stirring.. Although I have sent none yet I hope to receive some 
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from you, together with the present transactions of affairs in 
England; if the market gives any encouragement you may be 


sure to hear more from me for the future. I am 
Your Wrff. 


To Mr. Jno. Cooper, in Lond*. 
Merch‘ p. Capt. Lymes. 


June roth, 168r. 


Sr: Yours I received by Mr. Hickes, whereby I am now 
thoroughly acquainted with your business and have communi- 
cated the same to Mr. George Brent and have also sent him 
your inclosed Guinea, the bond I must take notice to you is not 
so well as it should be for in the obligation it is something sup- 
erfluous at least if not amiss, to name them Executors of Mr. 
Burnham, it might have been more excusable if it had been so 
mentioned in the condition, yet the most sure way had been to 
condition with them as Legatees to Burnham not to interrupt 
your Possession or to traverse the Office for by that name comes 
their Pretensions and not as Executors for as they are Executors 
only they have nothing to say to any lands or tenements of the 
Testators. 1 shall take what care I can and shall use my utmost 
skill to defend your most just cause, to clear you from this unjust 
molestation. The course you give me account, you have taken 
to put the bond in Suite is grounded upon good counsel. Sr. I 
am heartily glad of Major Beverleys association and assistance 
in this affair who is in my Esteem the best acquainted with the 
practice part in Virginia. If terms of treaty or complyance 
should evermore come to be offered, take not this Course by 
bonds to oblige them but rather confirmations, Releases or 
Deeds of conveyance well penned by good advice which I pre- 
sume Major Beverly is able to assist you in and that will utterly 
disable them from any pretensions to a Suit for a future and if 
not strengthen your title yet I am sure quiet your Possession. 
Sr. I understand there are some Negro Ships expected into 
York now every day I am so remote that before I can have 
they’ll be all disposed of or at least none left but the refuse 
therefore Sr. I request you to do me the favour if you intend to 
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buy any for yourself and it be not too much trouble to you, to 
secure me five or six whereof three or four boys if you can and 
please to send me word of it and I shall readily come down and 
thankfully acknowledge the favour who am 


Hon™ Your 
To Ralph Wormley Esq. 


June roth, 1681. 
Maj‘ Robt. Beverly: 


I received yours inclosed in Esqr. Wormley’s, wherein you 
write down that branch of the Statute relating to his case with 
your interpretation and opinion succintly and pithily with which 
I fully agree and doubt not if Statutes be of any force (which is 
doubtless) is sufficient to quiet his Possession and clear him of 
trouble which I believe is rather occasioned by their Advisers to 
get money from them than out of any probability of obtaining 
the land for them. 
Instead of Bonds, had confirmations, Releases or conveyances, 
&c., been well drawn they could not possibly have contrived any 
trouble now which is the best Course to be taken if any Over- 
tures of Quiet and Cessation from Arms Should more be offered. ; 
The business would not admit me to write less and last will 
not suffer more to be added by 
Sir Your Wff. 
To Maj‘ Robt. Beverly, in Rappahannock. 


June 19, 1681. 
Mr. Henry Hartwell: 


I cannot miss this opportunity to beg my Excuse for parting 
so rudely without taking leave, I am sure some of the Company 
were equally concerned in the Bacchanalian Banquet and those 
that were not, cannot deny an Excuse to the great absurdity of 
Solacisms committed by Bacchanals who have Priviledge by 
Bacchus himself the first Institutor of the Order. 

I desire ycu will give my service to all friends there and mind 
Mr. Clayton to provide Institutions for our intended Society and 
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to take care that none be admitted therein but Loyalists and then 
I don’t question but we shall continue in order and obedience as 
Loyalists. Sr. I desire you'll send me by the bearer, a Writ at 
the Suite of William Balthrope against George Thorne in an 
action of Tresspass directed to the Sheriff of Westmoreland, also 
a Dedimus Protestatem for Coll’ Mason to examine Evidence in 
the Appeal betwixt him and Mr. Lincolne (for which our Clark 
intends to kiss your hand next Court) directed to Mr. James 
Ashton Maj‘ Andrew Gilson and Doct’ William Bankes, 


Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. Henry Hartwell 
At James City. 


June 19, 1681. 
Mr. William Hardidge: 

I have now by me two of your letters one by Mr. Gibson 
which I received about 12th June last when Partis was ready to 
sail, the other I received yesterday by Mr. Lincolne. In the first 
you acquaint me you have sent me Partis’ bond because he re- 
fused to deliver bills, which I something admire if ever you look’d 
upon the Bond or the Assignment, on the backside the Bond is 
absolute for 50£ Sterling and no other condition in it to save 
him from the penalty but the payment of 25 4 Sterling the fourth 
of April and the Claret and white sugar. The assignment on the 
backside is also as clear and absolute from me to Mr. Gotley 
with a warranty that it is due, which is every penny due. By 
your last you inform me that Partis tells you I have other- 
wise disposed of the Pipe Staves,tis true I sold some Pipe Staves 
and have yet some to sell, but I never yet sold any of Capt. 
Partis his Pipe Staves, what staves I owe him he has my bill for 
if I have not performed according to the tenour hereof I am 
liable to an action but yet that has no relation to Mr Gotley’s debt 
if it had I should now have sent you bills of Exchange. I here 
inclosed send you the Bond which I have nothing to do with 
except you can make it appear not to be due; had I had your first 
letter sooner I should have advised you otherwise and secured 
your money of Partis. I desire you'll shew the Bond and this 
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letter of mine to the Honbl* M" Secretary who I dare say will 
assure that your being without that money is your own, not my 
fault who am, 


Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. William Hardidge at Nomany. 


June 8th, 1681. 
Mr. Kenline Chiseldine: 
Sr: The cruelty of M’ Blackstone towards my sister in Law 


is grown so notorious and cruel that there is no possibility of 


keeping it any longer private, with the preservation of her life 
his cruelty having already occasioned her to make two or three 
attempts to destroy herself which if not timely prevented will 
inevitably follow, therefore Sir in Relation ot my Affinity to 
her as also at the Instance and Request of Mr. Newton to propose 
some remedy I think there is some means to be used for a sepa- 
ration because of his continued cruelty which in England is 
practical; here in Virginia it is a rare case, of which nature I have 
known but one which was between Mr* Brent and her husband 
Mr. Giles Brent, the Case thus managed; She petitions the Gov- 
ernor and Council Setting forth his inhuman usage upon which 
Petitions the Court orders her to live separate from him, and he 
to allow her a maintenance according to his Quality and Estate 
and to make his appearance at the next general court before 
which court he dyed and so no farther proceedings therein. Mr- 
Newton can give you a full account of his cruelty and barbarity 
towards her and has evidences ready to prove it, therefore I have 
advised him consult you for the manner of proceeding therein 
and earnestly request you will assist him in it. It cannot 
properly be called a Divorce but a Separation rather for I find 
in Cooke on Littleton folio 235 Several sorts of Divorces a Vin- 
culo Matrimonii but Divorces propter Saevitiam and causa 
Adulterii are more properly Separations because Dissolutions a 
vinculo matrimonii but only a mensa et thoro and the coverture 
continues and consequently a maintenance allowed her and 
Dower after his Decease as is plentifully set forth by those that 
treat thereof. 
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You may find one precedent in Cooke car fo. 461, 462 between 
Porter and his wife whereupon prosecution it was decreed, Quod 
propter Sevitiam of her said Husband &c. I question not but 
you are furnished with Precedents of like nature, therefore your 
assistance and advice in this affair is desired by 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. Kenline Chiseldine 
Attorney General of Maryland. 


June 8th, 1681. 
Flon' rd Sir: 

The business of your brother and Mr Chas Roane did not 
proceed successfully last Court for two reasons one was timely 
entering the Petition, the other he was only arrested at the 
Suite of Mr. William Lee. How they both happened I Know not 
and Coll’ Kendall pleaded Ignorance therein. I have here in- 
closed sent you a Writ and Petition against Roane who is most 
willing to have an end and to have the legal Right known with- 
out delays, therefore to begin with him will cause Expedition 
and the Judgment in his cause will be a Precedent to the rest. 
I wish you much joy in your young son now and comfort here- 
after. 

Your Wff. 
To the Hon” Coll’ Richard Lee. 


June 8th, 1681. 
Dear Mother, 

To go up to Rose before you have provided means for her 
relief will rather aggravate than alleviate her misery, therefore 
this comes that Mr. Newton now advises to will be safest and 
surest and make your voyage comfortable to yourself and a 
creditable Relief to your Daughter which is hereby wished by 


Your Wff. 


To Mrs. Rose Newton. 
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July 3rd, 168r. 


Sir: Ihave this conveniency by Nat. Garland to acquaint 
you that I cannot receive answers to either of the Letters I sent 
you. I believe there may be some miscarriages but not so many 
but that one in three comes to hand. Friends at a distance 
want the happiness of seing one another yet a friendly communi- 
cation by Letters is not barred which I should much rejoice in. I 
assure you I let slip no opportunity and should be glad you 
would use but friendliness therein. I hope Distance has not 
occasioned forgetfulness. Nat. Garland tells me you have made 
great and profitable progress in your Linnen manufacture which 
I heartily congratulate wishing that as you give good example to 
others you may reap benefit thereby to yourself. S’r I have here 
inclosed sent a letter to Mr. Alexander Broady with his papers 
inclosed in it. I have left it open to your perusal &c. after which 
I desire you'll seal it and get it a safe conveyance to his hand. 
My Wife and self salute you and your good lady with our Re- 
spects and services. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Capt. 
Tho* Matthews at Cherrypoint. 


July 3d, 1681. 
To Mr. Alex Brody 


At Capt. Len* Howson’s: 

This is the first and most certain convenience I have had 
since my coming from Town to communicate to you how your 
business depends, When I received yo' letter with the inclosed 
supersede as I admired at that clause in it, you satisfy’d me by 
your letter that it was neither at your motion nor Petition. 

The copy supersedeas together with the copy of the order and 
this inclosed Petition I presented but to no effect, for the Governour 
and Council said they would not vacate Ord™ of Court upon 
prayer only without legal Process and proceeding the said Sea- 
borne being not arrested by the S" Writ nor any Return made, 
therefore their Directions were if the court had injured you, you 
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might have your remedy legally against them. So that what I 
can advise farther is to either arrest one or two of the Court that 
then was sitting when the Order past against you or wait with 
patience till Seaburne’s arrival and then return your Supersedeas 
and so get a rehearing of the whole matter before the Governour 
and council. I know no other means to get relief for you but by 
one of these ways, if you take the former I desire you to come 
up to give me account thereof and Instructions therein, if the 
latter please give me timely notice by the first opportunity and 
in either you shall find me 


Your 


August 24th, 1681. 


Sir: Yours by Christopher Warner bearing date 29th 
July, I have receiv’d, am glad to hear of your and Lady’s health 
therein which I have also been satisfy’d in by M™ Rogers who 
has been in your parts and whom I[ have intreated to be the 
conveyer of this. I do not approve of your town project for the 
advancement of a most useful and advantageous manufacture 
which I believe in time when necessity and use shall have reduced 
more to follow will be found more profitable and advantageous 
to a general Commerce than the greatest probability can imagine 
from this Superfluous Staple that at present custom hath render’d 
suitable to the generality by reason one is absolute necessity, the 
other a thin indifferent and more obliged to the fancy than any 
real worth in itself. 

Absolute necessity of business calls me abroad so often that 
I am giad when I can have some leisure at home, I am taking of 
some and assure your self that you be one of the first whom 
when I get time I intend to visit. 

Necessity as tis the mother of Invention, so it is the more so 
of Industry, which has so far been cherished here that there’s 
little of any wool left in our parts not wrought up either in 
stockings and therefore no hopes of the purchase of any here. 
Mine and Wives best Respects salute you and your good Lady, 
continuance of that health and happiness you at present enjoy 
is wished you by 


To Capt Thos Matthews Your Wff. 
At Cherry point. 
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July 14th, 1681. 
flon'rd Sir: 

I received yours by the Soldier wherein you give a farther 
discovery of your business in Mr. Kennon’s relation which dis- 
covers such a palpable cheat that I admire any persuasions should 
induce them to proclaim there own scandal especially when with- 
out interuption, things in your power to have avoided, you had 
been so obligingly civil to admit them to carry away the per- 
sonal Estate. 

I doubt there catching at the Land may occasion them the loss 
of the real substance, I mean the personal Estate, which they may 
say they were once quietly seised with like the dog in the fable. 
S" your promise to assist me in the purchase of those Negroes 
I requested you to buy for me, only desire farther advice and 
more particular directions which I shall now do. I desired you in 
my former to buy me five or six, whereof three or four to be 
boys, a man and woman or men and women, the boys from eight to 
seventeen or eighteer, the rest as young as you can procure them, 
for price I cannot direct therein because boys according to there 
age and growth are valued in price, therefore S‘ shall refer that 
wholly to yourself and doubt not your care therein and if you 
please to hire a messenger to come either way with them or to 
come immediately and give me notice thereof. I shall gladly 
pay the Messenger and readily come down myself to make pay- 
ment for the same. Sr Mr Brent and myself are resolved to wait 
on you in our journey to Town to be well advised and fully in- 
formed in the State of your affairs which are grounded upon 


such just foundation that success is little doubted by 
Yr 


This letter I sent before the other on the other side but mistook 
the entering it. 


To Ralph Wormley Esq. 


Dec’r 3rd, 1681. 
Mr. John Buckner 
S’ry- I was intended the last general court to have waited on 
you, in order to have taken care for your payment what I am 
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indebted to you, but in my going was straitened in time and in my 
my coming home earnest to be here. I have now taken this op- 
portunity by Mr. John Withers to send you bills of Maj’ Robert 
Beverlys for £20, 5, 00 which I suppose before this time he has 
taken care with you about his promised payment in your hands at 
the passing of the bills. Esq’ Wormley likewise at the same time 
assured me that he would take care to pay you £20 more upon 
my account, which I doubt not but before this he has done; what 
remains I will hereafter take care honestly to pay but hope you 
will make me some abatement for your Dumb Negro that you 
sold me; had she been a new Negro, I must have blamed my 
fate not you; but one that you had two years, I must conclude 
you knew her qualities which is bad at work worse at talking 
and took the opportunity of the Softness of my Messenger to 
quit your hands of her. I will freely give you the £3, 5,0,over- 
plus of £20 that he gave for her to take her again and will get 
her convey’d to your hands or hope if my offer be not accepta- 
ble you will make me some abatement of so bad a bargain. I 
desire if you have not heard from Mr. Wormley and Maj. Bev- 
erly in order to the payment as above Mr. Withers will not scru- 
ple to stay a day while you send to them that thereby he may 
bring my Obligation with him and will pass himself for the Bal- 
lance which I’ll see certainly paid. Sr. This Gentleman is come 
purposely to buy two or three Negro boys or girlls, men or women. 
Upon the Report the protested Bills has opened the Negro Market 
| advised him to you for your advice and instructions there, as well 
knowing that if such a thing be you can best advise him. I will 
also myself buy six or eight if the market be so low as is here re- 
ported, in both which your advice is desired by 


Sr. Your Wff. 
To Mr. Jno. Buckner, 
p. Mr. Withers. 
February 13th, 1681-2 
Flon’'d Sir: 


At the Instance of my very good friend Doc* W™ Bankes 
this comes not to sollicit any thing from you in his behalf, but 
truly what he is most capable of performing himself but only to 
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acquaint your Hon’ what a great sufferer his Predecessor Mr. 
Thomas Bunbury has been in the late Distractions and chiefly 
in the sheriff Office granted him by the Governor, without doubt 
for a help and furtherance in his affairs which those times made 
unprofitable and his death after has rendered his fruitless labours 
therein chargeable and troublesome to his successor and ruinous 
to his surviving children, by reason considerable sums have been 
taken by Law from the Estate upon that account, and the profits lie 
scattered up and down in parcels not possible to be brought to- 
gether for use or profit to the Children without a Repetition of 
the same favour to the Successor (as was thought at an ill time) 
granted Mr. Bunbury. He is now prepared to wait upon the 
Govenour, if your Hon’ please to grant your letter of Recom- 
mendation in that affair. The profits I dare say will go to the 
increase of that small Pittance of the Children, their unhappy 


father left them. 
Hon™ Sir Your Wff. 


To Nic®. Spencer Esq. 
Secretary of Virginia. 


February 26th, 1681-2 
Flonoured Sir: 

This is the first opportunity since I had left the honour of your 
good company to assure you that Iam not unprovided with Argu- 
ments (if the Assembly requires it) to prove that the Laws of 
England are in force here, except where the Acts of Assembly 
have otherwise provided, by reason of the constitution of the 
place and people. The Gentleman the bearer is my neigbour 
Doct’ Bancks whose health we drank at Maj‘ Beverley’s, he is 
come to wait upon the Govenour to get a grant of the high 
Sheriff's place whose predecessor Mr. Thos. Bunbury was a great 
sufferer by his untimely death in the said Offtce, and he as his 
sucessor has been a considerable sufferer thereby, as he is able 
truly to inform you and I dare say would esteem it an infinite 
obligation if your Hounour would be pleased to introduce him 
into the Govenour’s knowledge and second his Endeavours. 

Sr. | hope you have had an opportunity of satisfying Mr. 
Buckner that sum you were pleas’d to promise at Maj’ Bever- 
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ley’s. I have had a relation of your observations upon Coll’ 
Griffin's Attorneys, but no account what Evidence they had 
farther to produce which if you think it worth your while I 
should be glad to be informed from yourself that thereby I 
might be thoroughly capable of assuring you. I am 


Honrd Sir Your Wff. 
To Esq’ Wormley, &c. 


March 6th, 1681-2. 
flon’rd Sir: 

Yours came to my hand yesterday by Mr. Fox. This morning 
I sent him to Mr. Waugh where he forewarned him off the 
Plantation, spoke to him to desist from falling any more timber 
trees, and from meddling with any more of those Pipe Staves 
Already got, which I according to your Honour’s commands 
seconded and endeavoured to set forth to him the inconveniency 
and damage that would attend an obstinate refusal, but he was 
deaf to all and did openly aver that the Promise of surrender was 
upon conditions to be repaid what money he hath already paid 
towards the Purchase, and to be reimbursed what charge and 
expenses he had been at upon the Plantation in building, fenc- 
ing &c. And did farther alledge that he had an Obligation from 
under your Honour’s hand to assure him a title to the Land 
which as soon as he has, he says he shall then be ready to pay 
the rem" of the money due to the purchaser. 

The severall passages that happened Mr. Fox will fully re- 
late to you to which I'll refer. But the Result of all was he 
would take no forewarning. And withall promised that he 
would wait upon your Hon’ to accomodate the matter. Those 
two hh“ of Tob’ you were pleas’d to nominate to me for pay 
at Edward Washington’s I have already disposed of and indeed 
the remainder of my Tob’ in Westmoreland, except some at 
Mr. Newtons and four more at Nomany for which Ihave al- 
ready taken freight. 

My Receiver told me this hh* at yo" Quater was as good as 
any he received and before I received your Honour’s letter I had 
a purpose to ship it off but that conveniency in payment hinder’ d. 
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Iam sorry it will not answer your expectation in shiping off 
now I have that Tob’ demanded for your use but I dare assure 
you from my Receiver that it is good Tob® and it is so late in 
the year I cannot contrive your Tob’ elsewhere which I hope 


will be excusable in 
Your Wff. 


To Mr. Secretary Spencer. 


May 2oth, 1682 
Maj’r Robt. Beverly, 

Sir: This messenger who is faithfull and intelligent we have 
purposely sent to be certainly informed from yourself wether 
your Restraint continues, the generall Report with us is that 
your freedom was granted you, without any endeavor of Re- 
crimination which will add a greater lustre to your Innocence 
and assure the world of yo" capacity that a small jealousie of 
your Dissatisfaction may put great men in Dismay. Sr. Magna 
Charta the Petition of Rights and the divers statutes made in 
confirmation of the first w the severall commentarys and Ex- 
positions upon all, setting forth the liberty of the subject to 
gether with the causes and occasions of his confinement, I am 
indifferently well furnished with, and assure yourself shall not be 
wanting to one of the choicest of my friends, to communicate 
my utmost knowledge therein, did your business now require 
it nor should I scant my pains to do you service or to give you 
any means of Satisfaction touching the same which freedom as- 
sure yourself is candid and if your occasions require it shall find 


it real from 
Sr. Your Wff. 


To Maj’r Robt. Beverly. 


June 5th 1682. 

Mr. John Burrage, 

Sir: Herewith comes bills of Exchange drawn upon you for 
47 Sterling, the whole with what was paid last year by Mr. 
Tucker for my fees in managing your Several businesses in Vir- 
ginia both in the Generall and County courts. Mr. Bull can 
certainly inform you that I was equally concerned w‘ Mr. Brent 
in your business and last year and this year I demanded it of 
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him, but he was unwilling to draw for any more because he said 
you had not received any quantity of your effects, where that 
fault lyes I know not but this I am sure that your whole effects 
that I was concerned in was due by Judgement. 

Sr, What I had last year was but small in respect of my Ser- 
vice for you at the General Court and this that I charge now is less 
in respect of my service at the County Court, for I can assure you 
and Mr. Bull well knows that my County Court fees barely ac- 
cording to Act of Assembly at 156 p. cause comes to above eight 
thousand pounds of Tob’ which I may demand, you can’t deny 
and the Law will give me, yet in respect your Employ was some- 
thing considerable and I am something straitned for want of 
money, I have made this small and modest demand in full of 
my whole due which I hope you will give due acceptance to, 
which I can assure you will be to your own advantage and the 
the satisfaction of 

Sr Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Burrage 
Merc‘ in Lyme. 


June 5th 1682. 
Madam Bland. 

This comes with three bills of Exchange drawn upon you 
for £20 Sterling the full balance of your bill to me, which upon 
answer thereof, I will take care to cancell and do farther signifie 
and oblige myself by these presents to acquit and discharge 
you from the s" bill of £20 upon payment of these bills. This 
letter comes only to advise, I have writ you something concern- 
ing your business already and by the next shall return you 
answer of your severall letters which about a fortnight ago I 
received together with a full account of your business as it re- 
lates to me and have taken care with Mr. Blayton and Mr. 
Minge to give you the full State of your whole affairs. ‘ 

I hope you will not fail in answering these bills to the full satis- 
faction of 
Madam Your Wff. 
To Mrs. Sarah Bland, 


In London. 
4 
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June 5th, 1682. 
Maj’r Robt. Beverley. ; 

Sir: This comes by the same Messenger of the other of 
the 29th May and I hope will find you as well and as free as it 
leaves me accompany’d with an assurance of my utmost En- 
deavours to do you Service to the utmost of my power. Sr. I 
have lately received a letter from Madam Bland by which I un- 
derstand she keeps in her old way of Court Solicitations and as- 
sures me of doing me any kindness in her circumstances, there- 
fore desire you to send me a fair copy of the Journal of our last 
Assembly to send to her who I doubt not upon receipt thereof 
will be advantageously servicable to us and please also to sig- 
nifie whether I may that way be servicable to you. I hope 
you'll mind and hasten the expediting of your promise in giv- 
ing me a copy of these commissions Instructions &c; you were 
pleased to assure me should be the first of your care upon your 
coming home. Sr. Those two bills Mr. Brent and I took of 
you for £20, 5, 0, I cannot find and do doubt have lost them, 
therefore desire you to sign anew the bills herewith sent you 
which have relation to the discharge of the former if ever they 
should be found again which I very much doubt: if you think 
these are not authentickly drawn for a discharge of the former, 
please to draw others yourself. My humble service to yourself 
and good lady. If you could draw bills of Exchange payable 
to Mr. Jno. Buckner or order for the whole sum, it would be 
very advantageous to me and mightily satisfactory to him who 
I can pay no other way. 

Your 
To Maj’r Robt. Beverly, 
p. Mr. Jn°® Withers. 


Instructions for Mr. Jn’ Withers his proceedings in his York 
journey June 5th, 1682. 

First, to Maj’r Beverly there’s two letters and two bills 
drawn for him to sign for £20, 5, as p. the bills you’ll see, which 
remember to take, except he will give you bills of Exchange to 
Mr. John Buckner for the said sum. : 
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2ndly. To take of Madam Hull, Roger Hull’s widow, two 
bills of Exchange for £3 each, payable to Mr. Brent and 
myself. 

Thirdly, to take Mr. Fantleroy’s bills for £8, 10, if he will 
pass for so much but be sure for £6, or else tell him I shall sue 
him for his Protest. 

Fourthly, to deliver Mr. Broody’s letter and take bills of him 
for £5 Sterling or ready money if he pleases. 

Fifthly, to deliver Herriot’s letter and take bills for 43 in 
your own name or else to receive the same in ready money and 
to deliver his papers after paym'‘. 

Sixthly, To Deliver Mr. Christopher Robinson his letter and 
to take bills for £7, 10, for Mr. Brent and as much for me in my 
own name and to acquaint him that you are to pay them away 
as you come up. 

Seventhly, To pass Leftidges bill away though it be for fourty 
shillings. 

Eighthly. To purchase what likely Negroes you can either 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 what boys and men you possibly can, as few women 
as may be, but be sure not above two, to purchase neither man 
nor woman above thirty years old, not to exceed £20 for the 
price of a man unless he be extraordinary likely, to buy Mr. 
Walter’s boy alone for £20 if you can or to give £54 for the 
three at most, what under you can, if you cannot purchase him 
alone. To proceed to £34 for Maj’r Peyton’s two boys if you 
can’t get them under or can’t hear of a better purchase to do 
for me as for yourself in choosing and purchasing. 

Ninthly, To pass Haverton’s bills away in the purchase of 
Negroes if you Can. 

Tenthly, To pass George Boyce his two bills in the Purchase 
of Negroes or any other swap to advantage nay though with 
loss. 

Eleventhly, To pass Corbett’s bills of 46 for anything to my 
best advantage though at halves or for any truck. 

Twelfthly, To deliver Gullock’s letter and to take bills of Ex- 
change for Mr. Brent for £5 and the same for me in your name 
if you see occasion. 


Your Wff. 
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June 20, 1682. 
Sir: 

Mr. Herriout being bound your way I could not miss so 
fit an opportunity of Saluting yourself and good Lady also by 
the same to present mine and wives humble service to you both. 

Iam newly returned from my Nomany and Cherry point 
journey which seemed to be more troublesome in Imagination 
than I found them in the Action. Lincoln, praised be Heaven 
and his good friends has all his panick fears and fearfull petts 
&c. removed. Our good friend Mr. Mathews spent that small 
time I had to converse with him Rather in inquiring names than 
&c. which I was fully capable of solving him, what use he can 
make of knowing mens names I know not, it is too deep a reach 
foramy Shallow capacity. I am not yet able to acquaint you with 
Southern news by reason Jn’ Withers is not yet returned whom 
I every minute longingly expect, at his Arrival do hope we may 
be together to communicate. I desire you’ll signifie what plank 
is ready for me, that I may take care to get it home yet I must 
beg the favour of you very speedily, if it be not already done, to 
get down my Walnut Planks to Mr. Peyton’s landing. I shall 
not be ungratefull to the person that does it and shall esteem it 
a singular favour of yours to 


Weft. 
To Mr. George Brent. 


June 27th, 1682. 
Mr. William Leigh. 

Sir: Your’s bearing date 1st June about a fortnight ago I 
received wherein your taxing I must patiently bear, and ac- 
knowledge iny fault, yet with this extenuation that want of 
health hinder’d my coming, want of horses my sending and my 
dependence of finding them, hinder’d an early care to provide 
another to send to you which I hope by my friend will be admitted 
excusable and sooner, I could not effectually send to you than 
this opportunity I now take, together with what effects I 
could raise for your satisfaction which herewith I send you (viz.) 
Mr. Robinson’s bill for £7, 10, 0, Mr. Fauntleroy’s for £8, 10, 
Mr. Storke’s for £2, 10, and Mr. Herriots for £2, 10, 6, which 
makes in all £21, 00, 6, which is all the ready money I can at 
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present procure for you that will be certainly paid. Sr. I have 
sent and indorse two bills more one of Thomas Howerton for 
£3 Sterling which at the fall will be certainly paid together with 
that bill of Coxes for £5 which makes in all £29, 00, 6. I like- 
wise send you Mr. Leftidges bill due and payable long since, 
which I am affraid is none of the best, I am sure to meet'at this 
Distance, it is not, therefore have purposely sent it to you well 
knowing your nearness may give you all opportunities to secure 
it, which I desire you to take care in for me and when obtained 
let it go to my credit in these bills, the remainder due is £1, 11, 
6, which at the fall I shall contrive to your conveniency together 
with what you want in those other bills (if any) which I hope not. 
Sir, I desire to know whether you continue your resolution as to 
your Town practice. I assure you I continue mine, therefore if 
yours continue both Mr. Brent and myself shall recommend as 
before intimated, at Town what clients we can, together with our 
particular business to your care and management and please to 
acquaint me in what myself may be serviceable to you and you 
may command me. _I have herewith alsG sent you an account 
ready stated, which I desire you to sign and send me again. I 
cannot remember your employers and my creditors names, there- 
fore have left a blank for it which I desire you to fill up which 
may be for my future justification upon the mortality of either 
ofus. Sr. Here’s a friend of mine in these parts has about £100, 
Sterling by him which he desires to lay out in Negroes, if any 
good ones are to be purchased and reasonable in your Parts, 
please to signify the same in your letter by the bearer and I shall 
acquaint him therewith. Our Parts are so barren of News that 
I am able to inform you of none. I hope your’s will which I 
dare say you'll not be wanting in communicating. 

The Messenger goes to James Town therefore may be engaged 
to call as he comes with some considerable concerns in it. I re- 
quest your favour of delivering it yourself or sending it by a safe 
Messenger who may bring answer back from him to you, which 
you may please to deliver the Messenger upon his return back. 


Your Wff. 
To Mr. William Leigh, 
In New Kent. 
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June 27th, 1682. 

Mr. John Buckner. 

Sir: I have enclosed sent you bills of Exchange £26, 10, 00, 
p. bills that will be certainly paid, for the remainder that is due 
to you, | will next year betimes make punctual payment. The 
reason that I did not this year comply and that sooner was by 
reason of Maj’r Beverley’s money not being paid for that money 
I purposely purchased for your conveniency and drew bills to 
Mr. Brent for one half of it which since has not answer’d with 
expectations nor your payment. I hope the next year part of 
it may do for the Ballance now due, but if it should not, I will 
be sure fully to satisfy you to content. 

Also I have herewith sent you an account as it stands betwixt 
us which I desire you to sign and send me up inclosed in your 
letter which will manifest in case of Mortality, the true station 
of Accounts betwixt us and if you please a little news will be 
acceptable to 

To Mr. Jno. Buckner. 


August 2nd, 1682. 
Flon’rd Sir: 

This messenger’s haste will not admit me to copy out that 
Breviate for your Perusal which I promis’d you and therefore 
shall take the first conveniency by some of Coll’ Jones his men 
which will not be long, first for contriving you that, together 
with the most material of your other papers. Yet this conve- 
niency give me this opportunity of returning you thanks for 
your favours especially your last which was accompanied with a 
generous promise of lending me the second and third part of 
Rushworth’s Historical Collections and his tryal of the Earle 
of Strafford which I earnestly desire you will please send me by 
this bearer who will take great care of them and safely convey 
them tomy hand. Sr. The bearer has with him from the office 
a Special Warrant ready drawn for the Govenour’s Signature 
in behalf of Mr. Richard Gibson against Matthew Thompson 
which Mr. Secretary promised me last general court to get 
signed and has since assured Mr. Gibson to write to the Gove- 
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nour about it, but lest multiplicity of business might occasion 
his forgetting y" of, Mr. Gibson desired me to acquaint you that 
there might be no scruple in signing it My earnest desire of the 
perusal of those Books makes me not fear the Impertinency in 
Seconding my above Request about the Books w™ shall be care- 


fully used and safely returned 
by Your Wff. 


To Esq. Wormley. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Proclamations of Nathaniel Bacon. 


[The following proclamations were issued by Nathaniel Bacon in the 
course of the memorable insurrection of 1676. which is so completely 
identified with his name. This insurrection, which for a time was a 
successful uprising against many intolerable wrongs, preceded the 
American Revolution by a century, an event which it resembled in its 
spirit, if notin its causes and results. Bacon is known in history as the 
Rebel, but the fuller information which we have now as to the motives 
of his conduct shows that he can with more justice be described as 
Bacon the Patriot. This fact is brought out with special clearness in 
the first of the three proclamations which we publish. He headed a 
powerful popular movement in which the sovereignty of the people 
was for the first time relied upon on American soil by a great leader 
as the justification of his acts. The spirit breathing through the Decla- 
ration of the People is the spirit of the Declaration of Independence 
written a hundred years later. The Appeal to the People of Accomac 
has a more local significance. The people of that county had been 
earnest supporters cf Berkeley in the insurrection, and he had taken 
refuge among them when driven from the western shore by Bacon. 
The originals of these three proclamations are now in the British State 
Paper Office. } 


NATHANIEL Bacon Eso’R HIS MANIFESTO CONCERNING THE 
PRESENT TROUBLES IN VIRGINIA. 


If vertue be a sin, if Piety be giult, all the Principles of 
morality goodness and Justice be perverted, Wee must confesse 
That those who are now called Rebells may be in danger of those 
high imputations, Those loud and severall Bulls would affright 
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Innocents and render the defence of o' Brethren and the enquiry 
into o' sad and heavy oppressions, Treason. But if there bee 
as sure there is, a just God to appeal too, if Religion and Justice 
be a sanctuary here, If to plead y° cause of the oppressed, If 
sincerely to aime at his Mat'* Honour and the Publick good 
without any reservation or by Interest, If to stand in the Gap 
after soe much blood of o° dear Brethren bought and sold, If 
after the losse of a great part of his Ma“ Colony deserted and 
dispeopled, freely with o" lives and estates to indeavor to save 
the remaynders bee Treason God Almighty Judge and lett 
guilty dye, But since wee cannot in o* hearts find one single 
spott of Rebellion or Treason or that wee have in any manner 
aimed at the subverting y*° setled Government or attempting of 
the Person of any either magistrate or private man not with 
standing the severall Reproaches and Threats of some who for 
sinister ends were disaffected to us and censured o° ino[{cent] 
and honest designes, and since all people in all places where wee 
have yet bin can attest o" civill quiet peaseable behaviour farre 
different from that of Rebellion and tumultuous persons let Trueth 
be bold and all the world know the real Foundations of pretended 
giult, Wee appeale to the Country itselfe what and of what nature 
their Oppressions have bin or by what Caball and mistery the de- 
signes of many of those whom wee call great men have bin trans- 
acted and caryed on, but let us trace these men in Authority and 
Favour to whose hands the dispensation of the Countries wealth 
has been commited; let us observe the sudden Rise of their 
Estates composed with the Quality in w™ they first entered this 
Country Or the Reputation they have held here amongst wise 
and discerning men, And lett us see wither their extractions and 
Education have not bin vile, And by what pretence of learning 
and vertue they could soe soon into Imployments of so great 
Trust and consequence, let us consider their sudden advance- 
ment and let us also consider wither any Publick work for o' 
safety and defence or for the Advancem' and propogation of 
Trade, liberall Arts or sciences is here Extant in any [way] ada- 
quate to o" vast chardg, now let us compare these things togit 
[her] and see what spounges have suckt up the Publique Treas- 
ure and wither it hath not bin privately contrived away by un- 
worthy Favourites and juggling Parasites whose tottering For- 
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tunes have bin repaired and supported at the Publique chardg, 
now if it be so Judg what greater giult can bee then to offer to 
pry into these and to unriddle the misterious wiles of a power- 
full Cabal let all people Judge what can be of more dangerous 
Import then to suspect the soe long Safe proceedings of Some 
of o" Grandees and wither People may with safety open their 
Eyes in soe nice a Concerne. 

Another main article of o" Giult is o' open and manifest aver- 
sion of all, not onely the Foreign but the protected and Darling 
Indians, this wee are informed is Rebellion of a deep dye For 
that both the Governour and Councell are by Colonell Coales 
Assertion bound to defend the Queen and the Appamatocks with 
their blood Now whereas we doe declare and can prove that they 
have bin for these Many years enemies to the King and Coun- 
try, Robbers and Theeves and Invaders of his Ma"* Right and 
o' Interest and Estates, but yet have by persons in Authority bin 
defended and protected even against His Ma“” loyall Subjects 
and that in soe high a Nature that even the Complaints and 
oaths of his Ma“* Most loyall Subjects in a lawfull Manner prof- 
fered by them against tho* barborous Outlawes have bin by y’° 
right honourable Governour rejected and y* Delinquents from 
his presence dismissed not only with pardon and indemnitye but 
with all incouragement and favour, Their Fire Arms soe de- 
structfull to us and by o° lawes prohibited, Commanded to be re- 
stored them, and open Declaration before Witness made That 
they must have Ammunition although directly contrary to o' 
law, Now what greater giult can be then to oppose and indeavour 
the destruction of these Honest quiet neighbours of ours. 

Another main article of our Giult is o' Desizn not only to 
ruine and extirpate all Indians in General]! but all Manner of 
Trade and Commerce with them, Judge who can be innocent that 
strike at this tender Eye of Interest; Since the Right honourable 
the Governour hath bin pleased by his Commission to warrant 
this Trade who dare oppose it, or opposing it can be innocent, 
Although Plantations be deserted, the blood of o° dear Brethren 
Spilt, on all Sides o° complaints, continually Murder upon Mur- 
der renewed upon us, who may or dare think of the generall 
Subversion of all Mannor of Trade and Commerce with 0° 
enemies who can or dare impeach any of * * * Traders at 
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the Heades of the Rivers if contrary to the wholesome provision 
made by lawes for the countries safety, they dare continue their 
illegall practises and dare asperse ye right honourable Gover- 
nours wisdome and Justice soe highly to pretend to have his 
warrant to break that law w™ himself made, who dare say That 
these Men at the Heads of the Rivers buy and sell o° blood, 
and doe still notwithstanding the late Act made to the contrary, 
admit Indians painted and continue to Commerce, although 
these things can be proved yet who dare bee soe giulty as to 
doe it. 

Another Article of o’ Giult is To Assert all those neighbour 
Indians as well as others to be outlawed, wholly unqualifyed for 
the benefitt and Protection of the law, For that the law does 
reciprocally protect and punish, and that all people offending 
must either in person or Estate make equivalent satisfaction or 
Restitution according to the manner and merit of y° Offences 
Debts or Trespasses; Now since the Indians cannot according 
to the tenure and fcrme of any law to us known be prosecuted, 
Seised or Complained against, Their Persons being difficulty 
distinguished or known, Their many nations languages, and 
their subterfuges such as makes them incapeable to make us 
Restitution or satisfaction would it not be very giulty to say 
They have bin unjustly defended and protected these many years. 

If it should be said that the very foundation of all these dis- 
asters the Grant of the Beaver trade to the Right Honourable 
Governour was illegall and not granteable by any power here 
present as being a monopoly, were not this to deserve the name 
of Rebell and Traytor. 

Judge therefore all wise and unprejudiced men who may or can 
faithfully or truely with an honest heart attempt y°® country’s 
good, their vindication and libertie without the aspersion of Trai- 
tor and Rebell, since as soe doing they must of necessity gali 
such tender and dear concernes, But to manifest Sincerity [s7c] 
and loyalty to the World, and how much wee abhorre those bit- 
ter names, may all the world know that we doe unanimously 
desire to represent o" sad and heavy grievances to his most 
sacred Ma“ as o' Refuge and Sanctuary, where wee doe well 
know that all o’ Causes will be impartially heard and Equall 
Justice administred to all men. 
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THE DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE. 


For having upon specious pretences of Publick works raised 
unjust Taxes upon the Commonalty for the advancement of private 
Favourits and other sinnister ends but noe visible effects in any 
measure adequate. 

For not having dureing the long time of his Government in 
any measure advanced this hopefull Colony either by Fortifica- 
tion, Townes or Trade. 

For having abused and rendered Contemptible the Majesty of 
Justice, of advancing to places of judicature scandalous and Ig- 
norant favourits. 

For having wronged his Ma“ Prerogative and Interest by 
assuming the monopoley of the Beaver Trade. 

By having in that unjust gaine Bartered and sould his Ma‘ 
Country and the lives of his Loyal Subjects to the Barbarous 
Heathen. 

For haveing protected favoured and Imboldened the Indians 
against his Ma“ most Loyall subjects never contriveing requireing 
or appointing any due or proper meanes of satisfaction for their 
many Invasions Murthers and Robberies Committed upon us. 

For having when the Army of the English was Just upon the 
Track of the Indians, which now in all places Burne Spoyle and 
Murder, and when wee might with ease have destroyed them who 
then were in open Hostility for having expresly Countermanded 
and sent back our Army by passing his word for the peaceable 
demeanour of the said Indians, who imediately prosecuted their 
evill Intentions Committing horrid Murders and Robberies in all 
places being protected by the said Engagement and word pass’d 
of him the said S’r William Berkley having ruined and made 
desolate a great part of his Ma“ Country, have now drawne 
themselves into such obscure and remote places and are by their 
successes soe imboldened and confirmed and by their Confed- 
eracy soe strengthened that the cryes of Bloud are in all places 
and the Terrour and consternation of the People soe great, that 
they are now become not only a difficult, but a very formidable 
Enemy who might with Ease have been destroyed &c. When 
upon the Loud Outcries of Blood the Assembly had with all 
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care raised and framed an Army for the prevention of future 
Mischiefs and safeguard of his Ma“ Colony. 

For having with only the privacy of some few favourits with- 
out acquainting the People, only by the Alteration of a Figure 
forged a Commission by wee know not what hand, not only with- 
out but against the Consent of the People, for raising and effect- 
ing of Civill Warrs and distractions, which being happily and 
w"“out Bloodshedd prevented. 

For haveing the second tyme attempted the same thereby, 
calling downe our Forces from the defence of the Frontiers, and 
most weake Exposed Places, for the prevention of civill Mischief 
and Ruine amongst ourselves, whilst the barbarous Enemy in all 
places did Invade murder and spoyle us his Ma‘ most faithfull 
subjects. 

Of these the aforesaid Articles wee accuse S’r William Berkely, 
as guilty of each and every one of the same, and as one, who 
hath Traiterously attempted, violated and Injured his Ma” In- 
terest here, by the losse of a great Part of his Colony, and many 
of his Faithfull and Loyall subjects by him betrayed, and in a 
barbarous and shamefull manner exposed to the Incursions and 
murthers of the Heathen. 

And we further declare these the Ensueing Persons in this 
List, to have been his wicked, and pernitious Councellors, Aiders 
and Assisters against the Commonalty in these our Cruell Com- 
motions 

S' Henry Chicherly, Knt., \ Jos. Bridger, 
Col. Charles Wormley, W" Clabourne, 
Phil. Dalowell, Thos. Hawkins, Juni’r, 
Robert Beverly, William Sherwood, 
Robert Lee, Jos. Page, Clerk, 
Thos. Ballard, Jo. Cliffe, 
William Cole, Hubberd Farrell, 
Richard Whitacre, John West, 
Nicholas Spencer, Thos. Reade, 

Mathew Kemp. 

And wee doe further demand, That the said S’r William Berk- 
ley, w" all the Persons in this List, be forthw" delivered upp, or 
surrender themselves, w'"in foure dayes, after the notice hereof, 
or otherwise wee declare, as followeth, That in whatsoever house, 
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place, or shipp, any of the said Persons shall reside, be hide, or 
protected, Wee doe declare, that the Owners, masters, or Inhabi- 
tants of the said places, to be Confederates, and Traitors to the 
People, and the Estates of them, as alsoe of all the aforesaid Per- 
sons to be Confiscated, This wee the Commons of Virginia doe 
declare desiring a prime Union among ourselves, that wee may 
Joyntly, and with one Accord defend ourselves against the Com- 
mon Enemye. And Let not the Faults of the guilty, be the Re- 
proach of the Innocent, or the Faults or Crimes of ye Oppressors 
divide and separate us, who have suffered by theire oppressions. 

These are therefore in his Ma“ name, to Command you forth- 
with to seize, the Persons above mentioned, as Traytors to ye 
King and Countrey, and them to bring to Middle Plantation, and 
there to secure them, till further Order, and in Case of opposi- 
tion, if you want any other Assistance, you are forthwith to 
demand it in the Name of the People of all the Counties of 
Virginia 

[sign*] NATH BACON, Gen’]. 
By the Consent of ye People. 


BAacon’s APPEALE TO THE PEOPLE OF ACCOMACK. 


Of part of our victory, and the misery of your own and S° 
W" Berkleys Condition, your selves are Judges, how unjust your 
cause was, how base and sordid the invitation that tempted, how 
unheard of, his and your manner of proceedings against yo' 
neighbors and friends, to invade this poor Colony and bee the first 


ties 


beginners of Bloodshed amongst his Ma" subjects, for hopes of 
Plunder: does I believe by this time gall your consciences and 
reasons to reflect upon, and consider how you have been deluded 
and gulled by that abominable Jugler: whose cheates and base 
Actions you are all acquainted with, and whose oppressions you 
have a long time groaned under, which that you may more 
clearly see and understand, read without p'judice and consid". 
Know what I have done, has bin in defence of his Ma“ in- 
terest (by a power derived from his Ma") as authentique and 
immediate, as in this part of the world can be—being a Com- 
mission signed by S' W™ Berkley att the request of yo" Assem- 
bly, and ratified by an Act of Assembly, whereby the said Si’ 


62 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 


W" Berkley amply and fully expresseth his confidence of my 
Loyalty to his Ma“ to bee one of the grounds and reasons of this 
intrusting mee with soe great a charge, which doth fully and 
absolutely acquitt me of that violence whereby hee pretends the 
Commission to be extorted, for that all the world may imagine 
that noe man of honour in his place, would bee compelled to Act 
against reason, soe that noe reasonable man can imagine Com- 
pulsion otherwise than a Ridiculous Evasion. 

For in Taxing mee contrary to the tenor of my Commission 
hee taxeth himself of Treason to our Soveraigne, w™ no p'tence of 
compulsion can excuse, for it is not to bee supposed that his Ma“ 
would intrust either a Coward, or a ffoole, soe that it doth neces- 
sarily follow that if my Commission were Just and granted for 
reasonable grounds (as by the tenor thereof under his hand doth 
appeare) then the Complaint by him ag" us, was unjust and abom- 
inable or if I were what hee pr“ hee doth att once confesse him- 
self both a Coward and a Traitor which hee very well knows: and 
it is on that score, that by his folly and passion together, hath 
involved himself, and this poore Colony, in such a Laborinth of 
ruine, for that hee very well knows, that hee never can Answer 
what hee hath done before his Ma“’, should his doings, and what 
he was alwaies desirious of, come to the eares of our Soveraigne 
Lord (as by our former declaration may appeare) for he knowes 
and will consider, that by his own handwriting all his accusations 
ag™ his Ma“* Loyall Subjects, which were with such haste dis- 
patched for England, are frustrate, when that it will appeare that 
hee hath granted me Commission of an Afterdate to his Accusa- 
tion, hee therefore perceiving that all his damnable Plotts and 
devices ag“ the people although by all his Artifices, Lyes and 
Juggles must of necessity turne on himselfe, not daring to trust 
himselfe to the Justice of our Soveraigne, whose interest with our 
lives wee have defended, resolved rather to trust his Cause to 
the rash Conduct of his madd party, to the wisedome of a dis- 
cerning Prince, who must needs count him unfitt to Governe, 
who neither had the principle to doe what was just, not the 
courage to oppose what was unjust. 

Again consid’ also, that hee has Acted beyond his Commission 
or power, granted from his Ma“* wh impowers him to Act with 
foure of his Councell Jointly, when in this late disturbance, hee 
hath had but Two (Cole & Ludwell.) 
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Againe consid’ that hee Levyed forces without an Assembly or 
the consent of the Country, against the people who have hitherto 
been of the defensive party. 

Lastly consid" how closely, constantly and diligently wee have 
acquitted ourselves of our trust, and taken all possible advantages 
of our Indian Enemy. 

Consid' also what considerable victoryes wee have obtained, in 
two marches ag“ them and how we have been pursued and pro- 
secuted in both, 

Consid' also what ill successe hee and his party have had, and 
what little reason you have to boast either of your purchase or 
any your attempts, or actions in our Rivers. 

Gent. 

If therefore, sence, reason or humanity can invite vou (bee 
unbeguiled betimes) and attexd what is seriously spoken to you 
and propounded by the people of Virginia, that if you doe within 
fifteen dayes after the arrival of this paper on y" shore, send 
some of y" discreetest persons in the name of your Countrey, 
to make us sattisfaction for our Losses (which by your Pyracyes) 
wee have sustained, and to deliver up to us the Ringleaders, to 
bee sent into England, there to have their Tryall, that is to say 
Custis, Stringer, ffoxcraft, Littleton, as also shall howrly convey 
to us what persons of our party are there detained as Prisoners, 
that then out of the tender desires wee have to p'serve peace and 
Amnity among ourselves, that his Ma“* Colony might not bee 
ruined by yo" rashness: wee will rather treat w" you as Brothers 
and friends and endeavour that our sad difference may bee com- 
posed. 

And that this action of y** may be reckoned as the seducem 
of that abomniable Jugler S' ———— whose oppressions you have 
formerly known then any wayes revive the memory of it to the 
Breach and discontinuance of that peace which wee hitherto have, 
and ought to maintaine (w™ if you deny) I appeale even to your- 
selves, if youcan justly blame us, if wee prosecute you with all 
extremity of warr, to the utmost of our powers, which you must 
expect from them, whom nothing but your own folly and Injus- 
tice has or can make your Enemies. 

Subscribed thus, 


t 


NATH. BACON. 
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List of Officers, Sailors and Marines of the Virginia 
Navy in the American Revolution. 


In the Supplement to the Virginia Gazette of July 5, 1776, 
is printed the ‘‘ Constitution, or Form of Government, agreed to 
and resolved by the Delegates and Representatives of the sev- 
eral counties and corporations of VIRGINIA:”’ 


Then follows : 
‘* The following are the appointments under the above Plan 


of Government :”’ 
“ Patrick Henry, junior, esq., Governour.”’ 


“John Page, Dudley Digges, John Tayloe, John Blair, Ben- 
jamin Harrison of Berkeley, Bartholomew Dandridge, Charles 
Carter of Shirley, and Benjamin Harrison of Brandon, Counsel- 


lors of State.’’ 


“Thomas Whiting, John Hutchings, Champion Travis, 
Thomas Newton, jun. and George Webb, esquires, Commission- 


ers of Admiralty.’’ 


“Edmund Randolph, esq., Attorney-General.’’ 


“Thomas Everard and James Cocke, esquires, Commissioners 
for settling accounts.”’ 


GOD save the COMMONWEALTH.”’ 


In the same Supplement appears the following advertisement : 


‘‘ The commissioners of the Navy Board will meet in the city 
of Williamsburg on Monday the 8th instant, to enter upon the 


necessary duties of their office. 
THOMAS WHITING.”’ 
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Under the above appointment of the Navy Board began the 
work of water defences in Virginia against the attacks of the 
British. 

The following named officers of the Virginia Navy were ap- 
pointed by the Navy Board. 

Their names are taken from a number of lists made out by 
John H. Smith, and published as Docs. 30, 31, 32, 33, of the 
House of Delegates of the Commonwealth of Virginia for the 


Session of 1833-34. 
OFFICERS OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY DURING THE REVOLU- 
TIONARY WAR. 


COMMODORES. 


Barron, James, Brooke, Walter, 


Boucher, 


CAPTAINS. 


Barron, Richard, 
Boush, Goodrich, 
Bright, Francis, 
Callender, Eliezer, 
Carr, Samuel, 
Elliot, George, 
Green, William, 
Harris, John, 
Herbert, Thomas, 
Lilley, Thomas, 
Markham, James, 
Parker, William H., 
Rogers, George, 
Saunders, William, 
Saunders, Celey, 
Skinner, William, 
Travis, Edward, 
Thomas, John, 
Underhill, William, 
Wright, Westcot, 
5 


Wilson, Willis, 
Watson, Johannes, 
Barrett, John, 
Calvert, John, 
Taylor, Richard, 
Sturdivant, Joel, 
Cocke, James, 
Conway, Robert, 
Calvert, Christopher, 
Cooke, Robert, 
Deane, William, 
Gutherie, Alexander, 
Ivey, William, 
Pasture, John, 
Rogers, John, 
Stephens, ———, 
Sandford, Lawrence, 
Thompkins, Robert, 
Towles, Samuel, 
Younghusband, Isaac. 
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LIEUTENANTS. 


Archer, John, or Asher, 
Allen, Thomas, 
Boush, Charles, 
Barnett, Jonathan, 
Barron, Samuel, 
Barron, William, 
Chamberlayne, George, 
Cunningham, William, 
Chandler, Thomas, 
Christian, William, 
Chamberlayne, Phil., 
Chamberlayne, Byrd, 
Cannon, Jesse, 
Dougherty, James, 
Dale, Richard, 
Hamilton, john, 
Herbert, Bascow or Pascow, 
Humphlett, Thomas, 
Jones, Lewis, Jr., 
James, Michael, 
Kautzman, John, 

Lic tburne, Richard, 
Luity, John, 
Montague, Richard, 
Millener, Robert, 
Parker, William H., 
Parker, Richard, 
Payne, Merryman, 
Pettigrew, John, 

Rust, Benjamin, 
Richardson, Daniel, 
Roots, John, 
Singleton, Joshua, 
Steele, William, 


Saunders, Joseph, 
Servant, Richard, 
Tompkins, Christ., 
Thrall, John, 
Watkins, James, 
Wonicutt, Edward, 
Field, Theophilus, 
George, Jesse, 
Gray, James, 
Lightburne, Henry, 
Lightburne, Stafford, 
Lipscomb, Daniel, 
Larkins, David, 
Blaws, Robert, 
Cheshire, John, 
Crew, John, 

Cabell, Absalom, 
Elam, Robert, 
Gray, Robert, 
Goffogan, Laben, 
Harris, John, 
Healy, Samuel, 
Herbert, Argyle, 
Jefferies, Aaron, 
Jones, Charles, 
Lattimore, Edward, 
Messeures, Francis, 
Morton, Edward, 
Pollard, Thomas, 
Richards, John, 
Ross, John, 
Richardson, William, 
Speake, Joseph, 
Taylor, John. 
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MASTERS. 


Bennett, William, 
Bonnewell, Thomas, 
Corbin, William, 
Moore, John, 


MIDSHIPME 


Ashly, Warren, 
Blundon, Seth, 
Bloxom, Scarboro’. 
Broadwater, Covington, 
Cotrill, William, 
Currell, James, 
Cook, Dawson, 
Capes, Beverly, 
Cannon, Luke, 
Eskridge, Edwin, 
Eskridge, Samuel, 
Elliot, Alexander, 
Fleet, Henry, 
Henderson, David, 


Howard (or Hayward), Thomas, 


Hall, Robert, 
Hubbard, John, 
Harcum, Lott, 
Hughlett, John, 
Holt, Henry, 
Kennon, Hawson, 
Kent, Jesse, 
Moore, Alexander, 
McWilliams, Joshua, 
Muir, John, 

Muse, Jesse, 
March, William, 
Nuttall, Iverson, 
Pierce, John, 


Mercer, Isaac, 
Tupman, John, 
Buckner, William, 
Payne, John. 


N. 


Ashby, Benjamin, 
Anderson, David, 
Brown, William, 
Boush, William, 
Curtis, James, 
Chamberlayne, Edward, 
Dawson, Thomas, 
Dove, James, 
Epperson, Richard, 
Foster, Peter, 
Grant, Thomas, 
Green, James, 
Gordon, Churchill, 
Harcum, Henry, 
Harcum, Rhodham, 
Hall, Thomas, 
Hughlett, William, 
Lane, John, 
Mitchell, Richard, 
Masterton, Thomas, 
Massenburg, Alexander, 
Marshall, James, 
Neil, Priesley, 
Parker, Thomas, 
Powell, Francis, 
Pove, William, 
Patterson, John, 
Read, Francis, 


Robins, Johns, 


. 


VIRGINIA 


Summerson, Gavin. 
Shearman, Martin, 
Saunders. Richard, 
Stott, William, Lt. ? 
Strother, Benjamin, 
Taylor, Benjamin. 
Tutt, James, 

Waddy, Shepleigh, 
Taylor, John, 


Brown, George, 
Washington, 


HISTORICAL 


MAGAZINE. 


Stubbs, John, 

Tyler, Henry, 

Triplett, Reuben, 

Turpin, John, 

Wilson, John, 

Wilson, Samuel, 

Willis, Henry, 

Webb, Francis, 

Wray, George, Act’g Mid., 
Wilson, Joseph, 


SURGEONS. 


Chaplain, Benjamin, 
Grear, Charles, 
Hunter, George, 
Livingstone, Justice, 
McClurg, Walter, 
Pitt, John, 

Swope, John, 
Sharpless, John, 
Snead, Robert, 
Pell, Joseph S. 
Brown, David, 


Bell, William Smith, 
Christie, William, 
Carter, William, 
Cheeseman, Thomas, 
Griffin, Corbin, 
Harris, Simon, 
Johnston, William, 
M’ Nichal, John, 
Reynolds, John, 
Russell, James, 


Riddle, George. 


SURGEON’S MATES. 


Britain, John, 
Banks, James, 
Dobson, Robert, 
Ferguson, Robert, 
Gibson, John, 
Hansford, Cary, 
Jennings, John, 


PILOTS. 
Ballard, William, 


Bird, Levin, 
Butler, Thomas, 


Marshall, Janifer, 
Murray, David, 
Roe, William, 
White, William, 
Landrum, Thomas, 
Lyons, John, 
Chowning, William. 


Goffigon, Peter, 
Terrant, Czesar, 


Webb, Robert, 


Williamson, John. 
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COXWAIN. 
Simpson, Hancock. 


GUNNERS. 


Amands, Ambrose, Gibson, John, 
Allman, William, House, William, 
Barnett, Artax’s, Longwith, Burgess, 
Broadwater, John, Loyd, Morris, 

Burk, James, Lumber, William, 
Cook, William, Mears, Bartholomew, 
Green, William, Rydman, John, 
Gibson, James, Crabb, John. 


GUNNER’S MATES. 


Lumber, Thomas, Revel, John, 
Downton, William. 


CARPENTER. 


Burk, John, Flynt, John, 
Cropper, John, Moss, Starke, 
Evans, Philip, White, Jacobus, 


Green, William. 
MASTER-AT-ARMS. 
Simpson, Salathel. 


BOATSWAIN. 


Bully, John, Philips, Jacob, 
Lang, Alexander, Walters, Isaac. 


BOATSWAIN’S MATE. 


Johnston, Joshua, Stott, William, 
Taylor, Jabez. 


CARPENTER’S MATE. 


Melson, Levin. 
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MASTER’S MATES. 
Jones, Lewis, Smart, Richard, 
PAYMASTER. 
Tucker, Silas. 
QUARTERMASTERS. 


Bailey, Laban, Broadwater, James, 
Price, Ebenezer. 


STEWARD. 
Fields, John. 
ARMOURER. 


Saulsberry, Moses. 


OFFICERS OF MARINES OF VIRGINIA DURING THE 
REVOLUTION. 


CAPTAINS. 


Allison, John, Pollard, Benjamin, 
Carr, Samuel, Arell, John, 

Dick, Alexander, Cock, John Catesby, 
Foster, James, Hanway, Samuel, 
Lee, John, Hamilton, Thomas, 
Merewether, Thomas, Jones, Gabriel, 
Peers, Valentine, Mitchell, William, 


Madison, Gabriel. 
LIEUTENANTS. 


Boush, Charles, Shields, John, 
Brown, Windsor, Valentine, Jacob, 
Burkhead (or Bankhead), Jas., Moody, James, 
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Davis, John R., 
Graves, Richard C., 
Hogg, Richard, 
Stratton, Henry, 
Waller, Edmund. 


Merewether, James, 
Payne, William, 
Quarles, James, 
Reynolds, John, 


Non-CoMMISSIONED OFFICERS, SEAMEN AND MARINES OF 
THE STATE NAVY. 


Ashley, William, Mast. Mate. Boush, George, Seaman. 

Alexander, George, Seaman. Bond, James, do. 

Anderson, Luke, do. Boush, Wilson, do. 
Apperson, Richard, do. _Boush, Daniel, do. a 
Andrews, Williams, do. __ Boston, (a negro), do. . 
Anderson, Nathaniel, do. Brent, Richard, do. 
Abraham, (a negro), do. Brent, Hugh, do. t 
Ashburn, Thomas, do. __ Bailey, John, do. 

Banks, James, do. Bess, John, do. 

Boyd, Augustine, do. Bottom, John, do. 

Bowman, Christopher, do. Bowen, John, do. 

Byrd, Frederick, do. Bailey, Thomas, do. 

Brent, John, do. Bailey, James, do. 

Boston, Thomas, do. Brumley, Philip, do. 

Bartee, Samuel, Carp. Mate. Brumley, William, do. 

Bartee William, Seaman. Burns, Christopher, do. 

Bush, Samuel, do. Brown, John, do. 

Brown, William, do. Coats, John, do. 

Badger, Jessee, do. Corbell, Fleet, do. 

Bishop, Joshua, do. Corbell, William, do. 

Bloxom, Stephen, do.  Cassity, John, do. 

Bailey, Robert, do. Casity, William, do. 
Budd, Thomas, do. Caser, Terrance, do. 
Buker, John, do. Coats, William, do. 

Bennett, Elias, do. Crowder, Joshua, do. 

Bailey, Southey, do. Channing, William, do. 

Bowing, Joshua, do. Carter, George, do, 

Boush, Jack, do. Chandler, Thomas, do. 

Boush, James, do. Coleman, John, do. 
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Chiles, John, 
Crane, James, 
Chaine, Shadrach, 
Cropper, John, 
Coats, Edney, 
Coats, Jesse, 
Coats, Raleigh, 
Coats, Thomas, 
Cooke, William, 


Corbett, Clem, Ord’ y Seaman. 


Boatswain. 


Master. 
©. Master. 
Carpenter. 

Seaman. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Claiborne, Nath’], do. do. 


Claiborne, Tho’s, 


Able do. 


Cooper, Willi’m, Jr., do. do. 


Charles, Moore, 
Carter, Philip, 
Clements, John, 
Cheshire, John, 
Cox, Anthony, 
Currell, James, 
Cox, Edward, 
Cottrell, Thomas, 
Cleverius, John, 
Cooper, Henry, 
Currell, Spencer, 
Currell, Thomas, 
Dykes, John, 
Dunford, William, 
Doggett, George, 
Dunton, Severn, 


Dobson, Robert,* 


do. do. 


Seaman. 
Boatswain. 


Master. 
Seaman. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Mate. 
Carpenter. 
Seaman. 


do. 


Doghead (or Doggett), 


Reuben, 
Dudley, John, 
Dyes, Richard, 
Daniel (a negro), 
Drake, Augustine, 


Driver, John, Seaman. 
Denby, William, do. 
Denby, Willis, do. 
Edward, Ellis, do. 
Elliston, John, Master. 


Evans, John, Seaman. 
Edgcomb, Thomas, Able do. 
Evans, William, Boatswain. 
Frazier, Thomas, C’k & St’ wd. 
Ferguson, Robert,+ Steward. 
Flint, Thomas, Seaman. 
Fisher, Isaac, do. 
Fortune, Gabriel, Able do. 


Fortune, James, Seaman. 
Fisher, William, do. 
Freshwater, William E., do. 
Fandry, John, do. 
Forrest, William, do. 
Fendla, John, do. 
Gill, Cuthbert, do. 
George, Daniel, do. 
Glass, Thomas, do. 
Gibbs, James, do. 
Grant, Thomas, do. 


Grymes, James, Ord’y do. 


George, Samuel, Seaman. 
Groton, Charles, do. 
Gunter, John, do. 
George, Brister, do. 
George, William, do. 
Gaston, Benjamin, do. 
Griggs, William, Q. Master. 
George, Samuel, Seaman. 
Gaskins, Thomas, do. 
Hamminson, William, do. 
Hubbard, Jesse, do. 


* Robert Dobson, received bounty as Mate in the Navy. 


+ Robert Ferguson received as Midshipman, 2,66674 acres of land. 
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Hunter, Thomas, Seaman. 
Hinton, Spencer, Steward. 
Hunt, John, Seaman. 
Hutcheson, William, do. 
Hogdon, Matthew, do. 


Harcuim, Elisha, Able do. 


Haywood, Thomas, Seaman. 
Hodges, Joseph, do. 
Harman, Curtis, do. 
Haw, Peter, do. 
Haywood, Richard, do. 
Hobday, Francis, do. 
Hill, John, do. 
Hail, Edward, do. 
Humphreys, James, do. 
Hughlett, Garrett, Steward. 
Hearn, Francis, Seaman. 
Herbert, Thomas, Carpenter. 
Jones, Robert, Seaman. 
Jenkins, Richard, do. 
Johnson, William, do. 
Jones, Charles, do. 
Johnson, Isaiah, do. 
Johnson, Joshua, do. 
Jennings, James, do. 
Innis, Levy, do. 
Jeter, Clem. do. 


Jennings, Michael, Boatswain. 


James, Christopher, Seaman. 
Joab, Moses, do. 
Kent, Joshua, do. 
Lee, James, do. 
Lavis, Matthew, Carp. Mate. 
Lucas, James, Seaman. 


Lovewell, William, Steward. 


Lacy, Edmund, M. at Arms. 
Lewis, Daniel, Seaman. 
Litchfield, Thomas, do. 

Lowell, Thomas, Steward. 


Lane, Thomas, Seaman. 
Lucas, William, Clerk. 
Lewis, Charles, Seaman. 
Mitchell, Thomas, do. 
Moore, Lot, do. 
Mott, James, do. 
Moore, Charles, do. 
Mason, John, do. 
Marshall, Joseph, Master. 


Marshall, Kingston, Seaman. 
Murray, David, Mas. Mate. 


Miles, William, Seaman. 
Marriner, Levin, do. 
Mailey, James, Able do. 
Murden, Edward, do. 
Maltimore, James, do. 
Mason, Abel, do. 
Malone, Jeremiah, do. 
Mairs, Thomas, do. 
Mills, John, do. 
Nelms, Mendeth, do. 
Nutall, John, do. 
Nicholson, John, do. 
Nicken, Edward, do. 
Nicken, Hezekiah, do. 
Northup, Stephen, do. 
Northup, Joseph, do. 
Oldham, Samuel, do. 
Overstreet, John, do. 
Oats, William, do. 
Opie, George H., Clerk. 
Owen, John, Seaman. 
Pluto, do. 
Pumroy, Esau, do. 
Pritchett, George, do. 
Pope, Joseph, do. 
Purcell, Charles, do. 
Palmer, Thomas, do. 
Parrish, John, Pilot. 
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Pettegrew, Richard, Seaman. 


Prosser, John, do. 
Pope, Thomas, do. 
Paradise, Merrit, do. 
Pettigrew, Abel, do. 
Pettigrew, Edward, do. 
Procure, Thomas, do. 
Pope, Thomas, do. 


Peatons, Solomon, Able 


Peter (a negro), do. do. 
Parker, George, do. 
Powers, Jacob, du. 
Piper, William, do. 
Powell, Samuel, do. 
Roberts, George, do. 
Rudd, James, do. 
Riggs, William, do. 
Rawley, James, do. 
Romas, Adam, do. 
Railey, James, do. 
Richardson, William, do. 


Richardson, Solomon, 
Rudd, John, do. 
Ransom, Thomas, do. 
Ransom, Augustine, do. 


Saunders, Joseph,* S’a’n & M's. 


Sheerman, Martin, Seaman. 
Schofield, Robert, do. 
Stephens, Joseph, do. 
Stephens, William, do. 
Spann, Thomas, do. 
Skinner, Elisha, do. 
Sympson, Hammock, 
Sympson, Salathiel, do. 
Scott, William, do. * 
Spratt, James, Able do. 
Stuart, Francis, do. do. 
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Scott, John, Seaman. 
Smith, James, Able do. 


Stanback, Litttl’be’y, do. do. 


Schofield, William, do. 
Tully, Matthew, do. 
Taylor, Thomas, do. 
Tailor, Jesse, Sailor. 


Tankersley, Benjamin, Seaman. 


Thompson, James, do. 
Thatcher, William, do. 
Tate, Jesse, do. 
Tunnell, James, do. 
Taylor, Jabez, Boatswain. 
Taylor, Daniel, Seaman. 
Taylor, Airs, do. 
Turlington, Laban, do. 
Tankersley, John, do. 
Taylor, Thomas, do. 
Thomas, James, do. 
Tomlinson, William, do. 
Tomlinson, John, do. 
Tatum, Thomas, Carp. Mate. 


Tom (a negro), Ord’ y Seaman. 


Timberlake, Richard, do. 
Thatcher, William, do. 
Tunnell, William, do. 
Thomas, Humphrey, do. 
Walker, John, do. 
Weaver, Elijah, do. 
Watkins, James, Able do. 
White, Gillen, do. 
Whorton, John, Boatswain. 
Watson, Castilio, Seaman. 
Warrington, James, do. 


Warrington, Stephen, Q. Mast. 
Willis, William, Seamen. 
Winbrough, Eburn, do. 


* A Joseph Saunders received land as Lieutenant in the Navy. 
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Wilders, James, Seaman. Williams, John, Pilot. 
White, John, do. Welch, Patrick, Seaman. 
Waterman, James, do. Wiles, Reuben, . do. 
Wallace, Roger, Ord’y do. Wood, Thomas, do. 
Wilson, Henry, do. Wilson, John, do. 
Willa (negro), Able do. Willis, James, do. 
Wilson, Samuel, Ord’y do. Whitehurst, Sam’], Able do. 
Wood, Philip, Seaman. White, John, aa 
Wood, John, do. Ward, Jno. Wyatt, “ do. 


White, John, Gunner. 


Speech of Sir Wm. Berkeley, and Declaration of the 
Assembly, March, 1651. 


[The subjoined Speech of Sir William Berkeley, and the Declaration 
of the Assembly, is a transcript from a pamphlet copy preserved in the 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. It being impossible to 
procure the pamphlet itself, a manuscript copy of it was ordered for 
the Virginia State Library, where it is now deposited. 

The Speech and Declaration are interesting not only as an expres- 
sion of one side of opinion in the great political crisis of 1651, when 
the change of government in England and the passage of the first 
Navigation Act were stirring the minds of the Virginians, but, also, as 
illustrating incidentally some facts as to the condition of the people at 
and before the time of the speech. 

We are indebted for this copy to the courtesy of the State Librarian, 
Mr. Charles Poindexter, under whose management the State Library 
has secured a valuable collection of original materials bearing on the 
history of Virginia. ] 


Gentlemen you perceave by the Declaration that the men of 
Westminster have set out, which I beleeve you have all seene, 
how they meane to deale with you hereafter, who in the time of 
their wooing and courting you propound such hard Conditions 
to be performed on your parts, & on their owne nothing but a 
benigne acceptance of your duties to them. 

Indeed me thinks they might have proposed something to us 
which might have strengthned us to beare those heavy chaines 
they are making ready for us, though it were but an assurance 
that we shall eat the bread for which our owne Oxen plow, and 
with our owne sweat we reape; but this assurance (it seemes) 
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were a franchise beyond the Condition they have resolu’d on the 
Question we ought to be in: For the reason why they talke 
so Magisterially to us is this, we are forsooth their worships 
slaves, bought with their money and by consequence ought not 
to buy, or sell but with those they shall Authorize with a few 
trifles to Coszen us of all for which we toile and labour. 

If the whole Current of their reasoning were not as ridiculous, 
as their actions have been Tyrannicall and bloudy; we might 
wonder with what browes they could sustaine such impertinent 
assertions: For it you looke into it, the strength of their argu- 
ment runs onely thus: we have laid violent hands on your Land- 
Lord, possess’d his Manner house where you used to pay your 
rents, therfore now tender your respects to the same house you 
once reverenced: I call my conscience to witnes, I lie not, I can- 
not in all their Declaration perceave a stronger argument for 
what they would impose on us, then this which I have now told 
you: They talke indeed of money laid out on this Country in its 
infancy: I will not say how little, nor how Centuply repaid, but 
will onely aske, was it theirs? They who in the beginning of 
this warr were so poore, & indigent, that the wealth and rapines 
of three Kingdomes & their Churches too, cannot yet make 
rich, but are faine to seeke out new Territories and impositions 
to sustaine their Luxury amongst themselves. Surely Gentle- 
men we are more slaves by nature, then their power can make 
us if we suffer our selves to be shaken with these paper bulletts, 
& those on my life are the heaviest they either can or will 
send us. 

Tis true with us they have long threatned the Barbados, yet 
not a ship goes thither but to beg trade, nor will they do to us, 
if we dare Honourably resist their Imperious Ordinance. Assur- 
edly Gentlemen you have heard under what heavy burthens, the 
afflicted English Nation now groanes, and calls to heaven for 
relief: how new and formerly unheard of impositions make the 
wifes pray for barreness and their husbands deafnes to exclude 
the cryes of their succourles, starving children: And I am con- 
fident you do believe, none would long endure this slavery, if the 
sword at their throats Did not Compell them to Languish under 
the misery they howrely suffer. Looke on their sufferings with 
the eyes of understanding, and that will prevent all your teares 
but those of Compassion. Consider with what prisons and Axes 
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they have paid those that have served them to the hazard of their 
soules: Consider your selves how happy you are and have 
been, how the Gates of wealth and Honour are shut on no man, 
and that there is not here an Arbitrary hand that dares to touch 
the substance of either poore or rich: But that which I woud 
have you chiefly consider with thankfullnes is: That God hath 
seperated you from the guilt of the crying bloud of our Pious 
Souveraigne of ever blessed memory: But mistake not Gentle- 
men part of it will yet staine your garments if you willingly sub- 
mit to those murtherers hands that shed it: I tremble to thinke 
how the oathes they will impose will make those guilty of it, that 
have long abhor’d the traiterousnesse of the act: But I confesse 
having had so frequent testimonies of your truths and courages, 
I cannot have a reasonable suspition of any cowardly falling of 
from the former resolutions, and have onely mentioned this last, 
as a part of my duty and care of you, not of my reall doubts and 
fears: or if with untryed men we were to argue on this subject, 
what is it can be hoped for in a change, which we have not all- 
ready? Is it liberty? The sun looks not on a people more free 
then we are from all oppression, Is it wealth? Hundreds of ex- 
amples shew us that Industry & Thrift in a short time may bring 
us to as high a degree of it, as the Country and our Conditions are 
yet capable of: Is it securety to enjoy this wealth when gotten ? 
With out blushing I will speake it, I am confident theare lives 
not that person can accuse me of attempting the least act against 
any mans property? Is it peace? The Indians, God be blessed 
round about us are subdued; we can onely feare the Londoners, 
who would faine bring us to the same poverty, wherein the Dutch 
found and relieved us; would take away the liberty of our con- 
sciences, and tongues, and our right of giving and selling our 
goods to whom we please. But Gentlemen by the Grace of God 
we will not so tamely part with our King, and all these blessings 
we enjoy under him; and if they oppose us, do but follow 
me, I will either lead you to victory, or loose a life which I 
cannot more gloriously sacrifice then for my loyalty, and your 
security. 


Vera Copia John Corker 
Cler: Dom: Commons. 
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This speech being ended the pretended Act of Parliament was 
publiquely read in the Assembly where upon (at the motion of 
the House of Commons to the Governour and Councell) this fol- 
lowing vindication was unanimously agreed on. 

We The Governour Councell and Burgesses of Virginea, have 
seene a printed paper bearing date at London the 3. of Octob. 
1651. wherein (with other Plantations of America) we are pro- 
hibited trade and Commerce with all but such as the present 
power shall allow of: We likewise see our selves branded in it 
with the ignominious names of Rebells and Traitors, which we 
so much abhor, that we would detest our selves if we thought 
they were deservedly imposed on us: And shall take leave to 
thinke we are unworthily slandered, till stronger proofes then we 
yet find, are brought against us to convince our judgements and 
Consciences that we are guilty of those Horrid Crimes. Ther- 
fore though we professe that our judgments and industry, have 
been long solely and necessarily imployed in providing against 
the necessities of our poore families, and by Consequence should 
not presume that any Act or Transaction of ours could be wor- 
thy the publique view: Yet since the plainest vindication of 
innocencie is accepted, we shall intimate the reasons 0: ours, im- 
ploring charitable and abler judgments to perfect what we shall 
hint to them in our answeares, to the Aspersions we find Au- 
thorised against us. 

And First whereas they say, That the Plantations in America 
were seated at the Cost and established by the Authority of some 
in England, and therfore ought to be governed by the Lawes of 
England. 

We conceave we may safely confesse all this, and yet not run 
the Hazard of any misprision of guilt, nay we thinke, this only 
testimony of theirs were sufficient to cleere us from the Asper- 
sions of Rebells, and Traitors,if we had no other markes of 
innocency left us: For we say, we were some of us sent, others 
permitted to come hither by the gratious favour of our Pious 
Kings, sworne to governe, and be governed (as farr as possible 
the place was Capable of ) by the Lawes of England; which 
lawes we have inviolably and sacredly kept as farr as our abili- 
tyes to execute and our Capacityes to judge would permit us, 
and with reason; for these lawes onely in such times of tumults, 
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stormes, and tempests, can humanely prevent our ruines: These 
lawes often enjoyned us the Oathes of Allegeance and Suprem- 
acy, and they tell us, that no power on earth can absolve or 
manumit us from our obedience to our Prince, and his lawfull 
successors: These lawes tell us that when we have don all we 
can to avoyd it, we may resist violence with force, and in a law- 
full defence of our selves, destroy any that shall endeavour to 
take away our lives or substance: These lawes we professe are 
our guides and do beleeve we deserve punishment and infamy if 
we willingly, or willfully deviate from them. 

Secondly suppose we were such slaves by nature as to be awed 
with the iron rods held over us, in what hand soever found; 
would not then themselves thinke we deserved the worst usage 
could be inflicted on us. For what assurance could we give of 
our new Loyalty, after having so childishly, and impiously, relin- 
quisht our old Allegance? Could we reasonably repine to pay 
with our owne sweat and bloud, those Garrisons which must be 
kept among as, to fix such volatile obedience as ours would 
appeare to be? For as the Question is stated to us, we ought 
to vield to whosoever possesse themselves of Westminster Hall: 
Where we experimentally have found, the heads of divers fac- 
tions and pretentions, have presided and excluded one the other; 
and we have no Oraculous assurance, but it may be so againe; 
therfore in a Condition so dubious and uncertaine, as ours would 
be (wherein no lesse then our soules are concern’d) we desire 
them to permit us simple men to take leave to follow the per- 
spicuous and plaine pathes of God and our lawes, & that they 
would be pleas’d to remember that good charitable Axiome in 
them, That none should be condemned till they were first Heard. 

Thirdly we are told of Great summes of money laid out on 
this Country: For all we have receav’d we are most thankfull: 
But surely it will be no evidence of ingratitude to say to whom 
we owe most, & this must needes be acknowledg’d to our Kings, 
who gave liberally themselves and permitted Lotteries to be 
erected for us: We confesse private adventurers added much, 
and might have enjoyed the fruit of it,* If the first blow to the 


*In the yeare 1622 when there were but 300 persons left alive by that 
Massacre. 
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Colony, had not taken from them all hopes or desires of prose- 
cuting that, which they so earnestly begun; But certainly what 
ever their liberallity was, we should have avoided it more then 
our Rattle snakes, if it had inevitably made slaves, our selves, 
our wives, children, and Posterity. Since the Massacre onely 
private Marchants have adventured hither for private gaines, and 
we confesse have supplied us with that, which we could not well 
have wanted, but this we suppose would be no convincing argu- 
ment to France, Spaine, or the Low Countries, for their subjec- 
tion to England because these severall places have been thus 
furnish’t by her. If then we owe any thing, it is to our Kings 
liberallity, care, and protection, and we beseech you give us 
leave to pay our acknowledgment to them 

Fourthly we are told of usurping a Government to our selves. 
We wish we could transmit our recordes to the view of our 
accusers; By them it would appeare how little we deserve this 
imputation. For since the beginning of the Colony we have 
never innovated nor altred any thing in the maine of the Govern- 
ment: But in case we had done it, what more likely Patrons 
could we chuse, to protect us then those who accuse us? Grant 
we had banish’d, confin’d, imprison’d, condemn’d, and executed 
those that refuse to obey the lawes confirm’d by many consum- 
mated free Parliaments: would not those pardon and absolve us 
who have done the same to others that have refused to obey their 
edicts, whom they in their consciences beleeve they ought not to 
acknowledg to be a Parliament? Yet the truth is, we have done 
none of these things, no man here ever suffer’d in his person or 
estate: Concerning the differences in England, our lawes keepe 
them in better awe then to dare to speak against the Protector 
of them: ’Tis true indeed, Two Factious clergy men, chose 
rather to leave the Country then to take the Oathes of Allegeance, 
and Supremacy, and we acknowledg that we gladly parted with 
them. 

Having answeared these accusations, we appeale even to their 
owne judgments that produced them whether we deserve those 
hatefull names of Rebells and Traitors: But we believe they 
will still use them to us and others because those Lucky Bug- 
beares of Rehells, and Malignants, have frighted divers to the 
desertion of honest causes: Yet being (as we suppose in their 


: 
: wy 
2 
4 
; : 
: 
pe 
= 
2 


DECLARATION OF THE ASSEMBLY. 81 


owne consciences) free from these imputed crimes, (though very 
short sighted in such subtile matters) we thinke we can easely find 
out the cause of this excluding us the society of Nations, which 
bring us necessaries for what our Country produces: And that 
is the Avarice of a few interested persons, who endeavour to rob 
us of all we sweat and labour for: Therfore on the whole mat- 
ter we Conclude: Weare resolv’d to Continue our Allegeance 
to our most Gratious King, yet as long as his gratious favour 
permits us, we will peaceably (as formerly) trade with the Lon- 
doners, and all other Nations in amity with our Soveraigne : 
Protect all forraigne Merchants with our utmost force from in- 
jury inthe rivers: Give letters of Reprisall to any injured with 
in our Capes: Allwaies pray for the happy restauration of our 
King, and repentance in them, who to the hazard of their soules 
have opposed him. 


This is unammously consented to by the 
Governour, Councell and Burgesses 


Teste 


Ro: Huberd Cl: Cons: 
Johan Corker Cl: Dom: Com: 
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Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents. 
[PREPARED BY W. G. STANARD.] 


We propose to publish seria¢im abstracts of the records of the 
original land patents in the office of the Register of the Land Office in 
the city of Richmond. These records of patents begin with the year 
1623, that is, seventeen years after the foundation of the first permanent 
English settlement in America at Jamestown, and only a few years 
after the right of holding private property in the soil of Virginia was 
conferred upon societies and individuals. With the exception of the 
patents issued in a brief interval before 1623, the continuity of grants 
of the public lands in Virginia from the earliest period of its history as 
a community down to the present day is substantially unbroken. 
During the time the affairs of the Colony were in the hands of the Com- 
pany, namely, between 1606 and 1625, in which latter year the charter 
was revoked, the condition of a grant was either meritorious service 
of some kind, or the emigration of the patentee to Virginia in person, 
or the transportation to the Colony of some one at his expense, or the 
purchase of a share in the Company. 

The value of the meritorious service was estimated by the Colonial 
authorities, and such an area of Jand allowed as was considered pro- 
portionate to it. 

The purchase of a share gavea right to one hundred acres of land, 
which was increased to two hundred when the first tract had been 
seated. 

Whoever paid the charges for transporting a person to the Colony, 
whether his own servant or a member of his family, or any one else, 
was entitled to fifty acres of land, and this was the usual means of obtain- 
ing a patent. After the dissolution of the Company, the acquisition of 
title by meritorious services played a small part in the history of Vir- 
ginia patents. The head right, as it was called, that is, the right to 
fifty acres for every individual brought in by the patentee, became the 
principal basis of title, and continued so until the right to purchase the 
public land with money was established in the early part of the Eigh- 
teenth century. Throughout the Colonial period, however, the head 
right remained in force. 


PATENTS. 
(1) RICHARD STEPHENS, [1] 60 roods in the corporation of James 
City, [2] at his dwelling-house, “that others may be encouraged by 
his example to inclose some ground for gardens.”’ Granted 1623. 
NOTES. 
[1] Richard Stephens came to Virginia in 1623 ; was a member of the 
House of Burgesses in that year, and a member of the Council in 
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1629. Not long after his arrival in Virginia he took part in the first 
duel in the English Colonies, wounding his antagonist, George Har- 
rison, so severely that he died in a few days, though one contemporary 
letter states that his death was not from the effect of wound. Hemar- 
ried (as is shown by later patents) Elizabeth, daughter of Abraham 
Persey (of the Council), and before January, 1644-5, as at that time his 
widow had married Sir John Harvey, Governor of Virginia. Captain 
Richard Stephens had a son, Samuel Stephens, of “ Bolthorpe,” Warwick 
county, who married Frances Culpeper, and died in 1670, without issue. 
His widow married (II) between June rgth and 2tst, 1670, at which first 
date is a deed reciting that a marriage to Sir Wm. Berkeley is to be sol- 


emnized, and at the latter that it had been (Records of General Court) . 


Sir William Berkeley, Governor of Virginia. She married (III) Colo- 
nel Philip Ludwell of “ Richneck,” and afterwards of “ Greenspring,”’ 
Berkeley’s seat, which he acquired on his marriage with her. 

In 1672 Governor Berkeley (in letters in Sainsbury’s MSS, Calendar 
of Virginia State Papers, in the State Library) applies for the position 
of Surveyor-General of the Colony for his *‘ brother,” and, again, for 
his “ wife’s brother,’ Captain Culpeper, who, he states, had lived a 
number of years in Virginia, and whose father had lost his estate, 
liberty, and life in the King’s service. His application was successful, 
Alexander Culpeper being appointed Surveyor-General November 17, 
1672, and again in the first year of James II. 

In the Diary of Mrs. Thornton, printed by the Surtees Society, (which 
is not accessible as I write), are several notices of the marriage, about 
1650, in Virginia, of the heir of the Danby family, of Yorkshire, toa 
Miss Culpeper. The editor states that she was a niece of Lord Cul- 
peper, and it seems there can be no doubt that she was a sister of Lady 
Berkeley. 

[2] It appears from the patents that the ‘“‘ Corporation of James 
City,’”’ before the organization of counties, included not only the island 
but Neck of Land, Harrop (afterwards known as the Middle Plantation 
and Williamsburg), but also Paces Paines, on the south side of the 
river. 


(2) THomAS HOTHERSOLL, [1] of Pashbebay, [2] Gent.; 200 acres at 
Blunt Point. [3] Head rights. Thomas Hothersoll (the patentee), 
Frances, his wife, and Richard and Mary, his children. 


NOTES. 


[1] John Hothersoll died in York county in 1679, leaving a widow, 
Rebecca. 

[2] Pashebay was the Indian name of the section of country on the 
north side of James river immediately above Jamestown. See Arber’s 
Smith, &c. 

[3] Blunt Point, which still retains the name, is on the James river, 
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in Warwick county, not far below the Warwick river. Between 1700 
and 1800 it was the name of the estate and residence of the Roscoe 
family, and an armorial tomb of ‘* William Roscoe, Gentleman, of 
Blunt Point,’’ still remains there. 


(3) CAPTAIN RAWLEIGH CRASHAW, [1] of Kiquotan, [2] Gent.; an- 
cient planter, “ who has dwelt in this Colony fifteen years, and rendered 
many worthy services;” 500 acres at *‘Old Poynt Comfort.” [5] His 
wife is mentioned as a head right. Granted 1623. 


NOTES. 


[1] Raleigh Crashaw was probably a near relative of Rev. Wm. 
Crashaw, a prominent member of the Virginia Company, and of his 
son, the poet. He came to Virginia in 1608, was a member of the 
London Company in 1699, and member of the House of Burgesses in 
1623. When the massacre of 1622 occurred he was on a trading cruise 
in the Potomac, and at once challenged Opechancanough or any of 
his men to fight him naked, but the offer was not accepted. Crashaw 
spent much time among the Indians, and was intimately acquainted with 
their habits and customs. From his first arrival, when he became a 
friend of John Smith, he took an active part in the business and defence 
of the Colony. He was one of the authors of complimentary verses 
prefixed to Smith's General History, and the latter seems to have had 
a high opimion of his knowledge of Indians and Indian warfare. He 
was married, and probably had issue,as Richard and Joseph Croshaw 
(only a variation of the name Crashaw) were prominent men in the ad- 
joining county of York during the first fifty or sixty years of the 
Colony. They and their families will be treated of under subsequent 
patents to them. 

[2] Kiquotan, at the first settlement of the county, was the name of 
an Indian village occupying the site of the present town of Hampton, 
and until (as appears from the records) about 1680 was the most com- 
mon name of the English settlement. 

[3] It is worth noting that as early as 1623, this well known place was 
called “ Old’’ Point Comfort. There is a New Point Comfort in 


Gloucester county. 


(4) JOHN BLow, 150 acres on last side of “ Chesapeake Bay,” on 
Old Plantation Creek. [1] His wife Frances mentioned 1624. 
NOTR. 
[1] Old Plantation Creek is the present Plantation Inlet in North- 
ampton county. 


(5) SiR GEORGE YEARDLEY, Knt.; [1] of the Council; 7 acres and 
1 rood, at his dwelling-house, in James City, 1624. 
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NOTE. 

[1] George Yeardley, Gent., after serving some time in the Low 
Countries, came to Virginia in 1609 A contemporary says of him that 
he was ‘‘a soldier truly bred in the University of War in the Low 
Countries.” He was a member of the Virginia Company 1609; Deputy- 
Governor of Virginia, in the absence of Dale, 1616-7; went to England 
in 1618, and in the latter part of the year was appointed Governor of 
Virginia and knighted. A contemporary letter (in English State Paper 
Office), dated November 28, 1618, states that the King had that week 
knighted Yeardley at Newmarket, and that since he had “ flaunted it 
up and down the streets with extraordinary bravery, with fourteen or 
fifteen fair liveries after him.’’ He had acquired a considerable estate 
during his residence in Virginia, and seems now to have spent it freely. 
Pory, writing in 1619, says: “The Governor here, who at his first 
coming, besides a great deal of worth in his person, brought only his 
sword with him; was at his last being in London, together with his 
lady, out of his mere gettings here, able to disburse very near three 
thousand pounds to furnish him with the voyage.” Soon after his 
return to Virginia, in July, 1619, he summoned at Jamestown the first 
legislative assembly ever convened in America. His commission as 
Governor expired in November, 1621, but he continued a member of 
the Council. In the massacre of 1622, twenty two of his people were 
killed at Weyanoke, his plantation on James river. September 18, 
1625, he was appointed Deputy Governor, in the absence of Sir Francis 
Wyatt; and April 19, 1626, appointed Governor. He held the office 
until his death, in November, 1627, and was buried on the 13th of that 
month. His will (of which an abstract was published in N. E. Gen. 
Hist. Reg. Jan., 1884) is dated October 12, 1627. To his wife, Tem- 
perence, he left his plate, linen and household stuff, and ordered his 
notes, debts, servants and negroes to be sold, and the proceeds divided 
into three parts—one for his widow, one for elder son, Argall, and the 
third to be divided between his son Francis and daughter Elizabeth. 
He also left a large estate in land. The cultivation of tobacco was 
commenced and negroes were introduced during his government, two 
things destined to effect most deeply and through centuries the Colony 
and State of Virginia and all the American continent. He was fre- 
quently engaged in conflicts with the Indians. In 1616 he defeated the 
Chickahominies, and in 1622, with 300 men, devastated the country of 
the Nansemonds. Yeardley was an amiable and upright man, and 
anxious to advance the prosperity of the colonists, among whom he 
was much respected, and his administration was popular. He married 
Temperence ——, and had issue: I. Colonel Argall, born 1605; settled 
in Northampton county ; member of the Council 1644-5; married about 
1650 Sarah ——, daughter of John Custis, of Nortlfampton county; died 
about 1670, while sheriff of Northampton. His son Argall patented 
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in Northampton 1670. II. Colonel Francis, of Northampton county, 
and afterwards of Lower Norfolk, was appointed, in 1652, a member of 
the Maryland Council, but soon returned to Virginia, and was Burgess 
for Lower Norfolk 1653. He was married before 1654 to Sarah, widow 
of Captain John Gookin, and before of Captain Adam Thoroughgood. 
In 1654 he wrote a long letter to John Ferrgr, at Little Gidding, Hunt- 
ingdonshire, Eng., describing his recent exploration of the country to 
the south of Virginia. It was printed in Thurloe’s State Papers, and 
has been several times republished. Hed.s.p. III. Elizabeth, born 
1603. Sir George Yeardley had a brother, Ralph Yeardley, apothecary, 
of London. A Robert Yeardley, who ata later date was a vestryman 
of Petsworth Parish, Gloucester county, was doubtless a descendant of 
Sir George. 


(6) CAPTAIN ROGER SMITH, [1] Esquire, of the Council; 4 acres in 
James City, near his dwelling-house, 1624. 
NOTE. 


[1] Captain Roger Smith, who Niell (Virginia Carolorum) thinks was 
probably a son of John Smith, Esq., of Nibley, Gloucestershire, after 
serving twelve years in the Low Countries, came to Virginia in 
1620, and was appoii..ed a member of the Council 1621. His wife, 
Joane, is mentioned January, 1624-5. 

(7) CAPTAIN RALPH HAmor, [1] Esq., of the Council; 1% acres, 
near his dwelling-house in James City, 1624. 

NOTE. 

[1] Ralph Hamor, supposed to be a son of Ralph Hamor, of London 
(both were members of the London Company 1609), came to Virginia 
in 1609. Several years after he went to England, and published, in 
1615, ‘“A True Discourse of the Present State of Virginia’; returned 
to Virginia in 1617 as Vice-Admiral to Argall ; was appointed member 
of the Council 1621. In the massacre of 1622, he was attacked by the 
Indians near a new house he was having built, but with a few others 
drove them off with bricks, spades, picks, &c. His brother, Thomas 
Hamor, who lived near by, also escaped, but was wounded. Ralph 
Hamor married a widow, Elizabeth Clements, and died, 1626, in Vir- 
ginia. 


(8) GEORGE MENEFY, [1] Merchant; 3 roods and 20 poles, near his 
dwelling house in James City, 1624. 


NOTE, 


[1] George Menifie came to Virginia 1623; Burgess for James City 
county 1629; member of the Council 1635-45. He was a very success- 
ful merchant, and acquired a large estate. In 1634 he lived at “ Little- 
ton,’’ on James river, not very far below Jamestown. His large garden 
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‘‘contained fruits of Holland and Roses of Provence”; his orchard 
was planted with apple, pear and cherry trees, and he cultivated here 
the first peach trees introduced into America. Around the house grew, 
in the fashion of the time, rosemary, thyme and marjoram. He took a 
prominent part in the deposition of Governor Harvey. 


(9) CAPTAIN JOHN HARVEY, [1] Esq.; 6% acresin James City. Head 

right: John Sinneth, who came 1624. 
NOTE. 

[1] John Harvey, of Lyme Regis. Dorset, was captain of a ship in 
the East Indies 1617-19; came to Virginia early in 1624, as one of the 
commissioners appointed by the King to examine into the condition of 
the Colony ; appointed member of the Council August, 1624; shortly 
after returned to England, and in November, 1625, commanded a ship 
in the expedition against Cadiz; continued to serve in the navy for 
several years; he was appointed Governor of Virginia, knighted, and 
arrived in the Colony early in 1630. Harvey was unprincipled, avari- 
cious and tyrannical, and soon incurred the dislike of the entire Colony. 
In April, 1635, he ‘caused several prominent men to be arrested and 
ironed for having dénounced his measures, and the Council determined 
not to submit longer to his illegal and arbitrary conduct, and arrested 
him. Ina few days, after consultation with the Burgesses, they sent 
Harvey to England, and Captain John West was chosen Governor. 
The King was very indignant at such an exhibition of popular sover- 
cignty, had the representatives of the Council and Burgesses im- 
prisoned, and West, Matthews and Menifie were ordered to come to 
England and answer for it. Nothing, however, came of any charges 
against them, Harvey was again sent to Virginia as Governor, arrived 
in January, 1636-7, and held the office until the fall of 1639. 


(10) JoHN CHEw, [1] Merchant; 1 rood, 9 poles, near his dwelling- 
house in James City, 1624. 

NOTE. 

[1] John Chew, said to have been of a Somersetshire, England 
family, came to Virginia in 1620, and became one of the leading mer- 
chants; in 1636 Governor Hawley mentions him as one of the ‘‘ ablest 
merchants ” in Virginia; settled first at Hog Island, and was Burgess 
for that place 1623, 1624, 1629; for York county, 1642, 1643, 1644. 
About the latter date he removed to Maryland, and settled in Anne 
Arundel county. He married in or before 1624, Sarah ——, and had 
issue: I Samuel’, of ‘‘ Henington,” Maryland, a justice of the chancery 
and provincial courts of that Colony and member of the House of 
Burgesses until his death, in 1676; married Anne Ayres. II Joseph’, of 
Anne Arundel county, Maryland; married daughter of Mr. Larkin, of 
Annapolis. III John? IV, V, VI. Samuel and Anne (Ayres) Chew had 
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many children, of whom the fifth son, Benjamin’, married Eliz. Ben- 
son, and had Dr. Samuel* of ‘‘ Maidstone,” near Annapolis; born 
about 1690; died June 16, 1744; Chief-Justice of The Three Lower 
Counties on the Delaware; married, 1st, Mary Galloway; 2d, Mary, 
widow of Richard Galloway. Seven of his children died in infancy, and 
the survivors were: I Elizabeth®; married Colonel Tilghman of “ Wye.” 
II Ann® married Samuel Galloway. III Samuel®, Attorney-General 
and Chief-Justice of Delaware. IV Benjamin’, of ‘‘Cliveden,”’ at 
Germantown, Pennsylvania (the ‘‘Chew House,” so well known in 
connection with the battle); member of the Council, Attorney-General, 
and appointed Chief-Justice of that colony 1774; displaced during the 
Revolution, but in 1791 appointed President of the High Court of Er- 
rors and Appeals of the State of Pennsylvania; was highly distin- 
guished as a jurist; married, rst, Mary Galloway ;, 2d, Eliz. Oswald. 
Had issue (ist, marriage): I Dau®. married Edward Tilghman, a dis- 
tinguished lawyer of Philadelphia. III Mary® married Alex Wilcocks, 
and had (1) Ann’; married Joseph Reed Ingersoll, Minister to Great 
Britain; (2d, married.) II] Margaret® married Colonel John Eager 
Howard, Governor of Maryland. IV Harriett, married Charles Carroll, 
only son of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and was grandmother of 
John Lee Carroll, Governor of Maryland. V Dau®. married Phillips, 
an Englishman. VI Dau®. married Micklin, an Englishman, and had 
(1) Dau’. married George M. Dallas, Vice-President United States, and 
Minister to Russia. VII Benjamin®, Jr,, of “‘ Cliveden,” married Ban- 
ning and had issue. I Benjamin’ an officer in war of 1812. II Dau.’ 
married James Murray Mason, United States Senator. III Samuel’, a 
prominent lawyer d. s. p. IV John’, officer in United States Navy; 
served gallantly and d.s. p. at sea. V William’, charge d’Affaires to 
Russia d. s. p. VI Henry Banning?’ of “ Epsom,’’ Maryland; married 
daughter Charles Ridgeley of ‘‘ Hampton,” Governor of Maryland. 
VII Ann Penn.’, Henry Banning’ and (Ridgley) Chew had issue: I 
Charles® of “Epsom.” II Benjamin® of “Cliveden.” III Samuel of 
**Cliveden,” married daughter of David S. Brown of Philadelphia, 


(11) JoHN Pott, Esq., [1] Doctor of Physic, of the Council ; 3 acres, 

near his dwelling house in James City, 1624. 
NOTE, 

{1] Dr. John Pott was appointed, November 16, 1621, ‘* Physician 
to the Company” and member of the Council, on the recommendation 
of the distinguished physician Gulstone, who spoke of him as a 
Master of Arts and “well practiced in Chirurgerie and Physique.” 
He came to Virginia in 1620 with his wife, Elizabeth. He was elected 
Governor by the Council in 1628, and held the office until 1629. In 
1630 was convicted of cattle stealing, though it would seem from the 
records that he claimed the cattle as his own. In consideration of his 
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‘‘quality and practice,” judgment was suspended until the King’s 
pleasure could be known. His wife went to England to intercede for 
him, and the Privy Council declared his sentence to be very rigorous, 
and recommended his pardon. He appears to have been a jovial, 
easy-going man, fond of company and of liquor. He had a plantation 
called Harrop, on the present site of Williamsburg. Dr. Potts appears 
to have died without issue, as in the Land Books 1642,there is mention 
of 500 acres of land bought by Richard Brewster frorh Captain Francis 
Pott, his brother and heir. His brother, Francis Pott, was for a time 
commander of the fort at Pt. Comfort, was imprisoned by Harvey for 
opposing him, and when sent to England with Thomas Harwood by 
the colonists, to explain Harvey's deposition, was arrested and kept 
for a while a prisoner in the Fleet. He returned to Virginia, and with 
his nephew, John Pott, had a plantation at Magothy Bay, Accomac, in 
1647. A Francis Pott was sheriff of Accomac 1654. 

(12) WiLLtAM SPENCER, [1] of James City, Yeoman and Ancient 
Planter; 12 acres in James City, “ a narrow ridge towards Goose 
Hill,” [2] 1624 


NOTES. 

{t] William Spencer was Burgess for Mulberry Island in 1623. In 
1624-5 he had a wife, Alice, and a daughter, Alice, born 1620. 

[2] Goose Hill, at the lower end of Jamestown Island, and still bears 
the name. 

(13) JouN LyteEroot, Old Planter, who came in the time of Sir 
Thomas Gates, a lot in James City, 1624. 

(14) THOMAS PassMoRE, of James City, Carpenter; 12 acres in 
James City, 1624. : 

(15) MARY, wife of Gabriel Holland, [1] of James City, Yeoman ; 12 
acres in James City, formerly property of her first husband, William 
Prince als. William Jones, and willed to her, 1624. 

NOTE. 


[1] Gabriel Holland was a Burgess 1623. 


(16) THomas SuLty, of Neck of Land, in the corporation of James 
City, Yeoman, and Ancient Planter; 6 acres, 1624. 


(17) GEORGE SANpys, Esq., [1] Treasurer in Virginia; 300 acres, on 
the other side of the river opposite to James City. Head rights: Ser- 
vants who arrived from the Summer Isles in 1621; William Right, Wil- 
liam Haynes, Jun., William Smith and George Green, 1624. A neigh- 
boring patent to Edward Grindon [2] is mentioned. 
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NOTES. 

[1] George Sandys, born March 7, 1577, was the youngest son of 
Edwin, Archbishop of York. After finishing his education at Oxford, 
he madea long journey through Europe and the East, of which he pub- 
lished an account in 1615. This work was so popular as to reach a 
seventh edition in 1673. He was appointed Treasurer of Virginia and 
member of the Council in 1621, and came tothe Colony in that year, 
having 1,500 acres of land and 50 tenants allotted to him. While in 
Virginia, and in part during the terror and confusion following the mas- 
sacre of 1622, he translated part of Ovid’s Metamorphoses and the 
first book of A£neid, being the first poetry written in America. These 
he published in 1626. His reputation as a poet and translator stood 
high, and he has been praised by Dryden, Pope and Montgomery. 
He died at the house of his niece, the widow of Sir Francis Wyatt, and 
was buried at Bexley Abbey, Kent, March 7, 1643. 

[2] Edward Grindon, Burgess 1623-4, was doubtless father or other 
relative of Thomas Grindon, who was Burgess for “Smythe’s Mt., the 
other side of the water, and Hog Island,’’ 1622-3. (These places were 
in the immediate neighborhood of Ed. Grindon’s patent.) ‘This Thos. 
Grindon married Eliz., widow of Captain Thomas Stegg, the first, (she 
married, 2d, Edward Braine), and had Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas 
Grindon, of Westover Parish, Charles City county; died at sea 1685 ; 
married Sarah , who, after Bacon’s Rebellion, was by act exempted 
from pardon except as to life, and pronounced ‘‘a great encourager 
and assister in the late horrid rebellion.” 


(18) ENSIGN JOHN UTIE; [1] 100 acres on the other side of the 
water, on Chippook’s creek. [2] Head rights, servants imported from 
England in 1623: William Burt and William Norler, 1624. 

NOTES. 

[1] Ensign, afterwards Captain, John Utie was a Burgess 1623; 
Burgess for plantations between Archer’s Hope and Martin’s Hundred 
October, 1629; for Hog Island 1629-30; member of the Council 
1631-3. In 1624-5 he had a wife, Anne, and a son, John, who married 
Mary 

[2] Chippook’s creek, between Prince George and Surry. 


(19) JOHN JOHNSON, of James City, Yeoman, and Ancient Planter ; 
100 acres on a branch of Archer’s Hope Creek, [1] 1624. 


NOTE. 

[1] Archer's Hope Creek, which still retains the name, is in the county 
of James City. Its headis near the city of Williamsburg, and it empties 
into James rivera few miles below Jamestown. It is navigable to 
within three-quarters of a mile of Williamsburg for small vessels. 
Percy states that the first settlement would have been made on the 
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bluff at its mouth but for the fact that the water was too shoal for ships 
to approach the shore. It derived its name from Captain Gabriel 
Archer. In 1772 the House of Burgesses passed an act authorizing the 
cutting of a canal from Archer’s Hope Creek to Queen’s Creek, on 
York river. The necessary land was to be condemned, and the sub 
scribers to the undertaking formed into a company, and allowed to 
charge toll. The act recites that large sums had already been sub- 
scribed, but the political troubles of the time prevented any further 
steps towards the accomplishment of the plan. The secticn of country 
about the mouth of the creek was also known in the early days of the 
Colony as Archer’s Hope. 


(20) GEORGE SANDYS, Esq., too acres in Archer’s Hope; Head Rights; 
George Sandys (the patentee), came in 1621, and seven servants: Phe- 
bus Hopkins, Edward Eastwood, Martha Turner and John Stone, who 
came in 1621; and John Needham, Thomas Knowles and Henry Wood, 
who came from the Summer Islands in 1621, 1624. 

(21) JoHN BuRNHAM, [1] of Kiquotan, in Elizabeth City, [2] Gent; 
300 acres adjoining the lands of Captain Samuel Matthews, [3] and 
William Claiborne, gentleman; Head Rights; servants: John Hodg- 
bins, John Mott, Sen., John Mott, Jr., and John Vermilye, Jr., son of 
John Vermilye, deceased, 1624. 

NOTES. 

[1] Rowland Burnham, Burgess for York, 1644, 1645 and 1648. 
Major John Burnham of Middlesex, alive 1675. In 1682 there were 
suits between Colonel Leroy Griffin and Major Lewis Burwell, plain- 
tiffs, and Ralph Wormley, defendant, in regard to the estate of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel John Burnham, deceased. 

(2) Elizabeth City. 

(3) Captain Samuel Matthews came to Virginia in 1622, was one of 
Commissioners to examine condition of Virginia, 1623; member of the 
Council 1624 to 1644; Commissioner of Warwick river, 1631; elected to 
Council April, 1652; elected Governor by~the House of Burgesses 
December, 1656, and held the place until his death in January. 1659. 
He was an able and patriotic man, and-ey;e of the most successful 
planters in Virginia. A contemporary says he had a fine house, sowed 
much hemp and flax and had it spun; kept weavers and had a tannery; 
had forty negro slaves whom he brought up to mechanical trades; and 
sowed large crops of wheat and barley. He also supplied vessels 
trading to Virginia with beef. He had a plenty of cows, a fine dairy, 
and abundance of hogs and poultry; and, is finally described as one 
who ‘‘kept a good house, lived bravely and was a true lover of Vir- 
ginia.” He married the daughter of Sir Thomas Hinton of Chilton 
Foliot, England, by his first marriage (Sir Thomas Hinton was living in 
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Virginia and a member of the Council 1634. He married, 2d, the rich 
widow of Sir Sebastian Harvey, Lord Mayor of London). Captain 
Samuel Matthews had married before 1638-9 the widow of Abraham 
Persey (but the two sons named were certainly by 1st marriage), and 
had issue. I Thomas of Stafford county; Burgess for that county 1676, 
and supposed to be the author of T. M’s account of Bacon's Rebellion. 
II Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel, of Warwick county; Burgess for that 
county April, 1652, November, 1652, July, 1653. November, 1654; ap- 
pointed to Council 1655; married and died about 1670, leaving a son 
John, then under age. 

Among the descendants of Governor Matthews is James M. Mat- 
thews, late reporter of the Virginia Court of Appeals. Persons of the 
name, probably descendants, have been numerous in the eastern count- 
ies of Virginia; among them were, Captain Baldwin Matthews, of 
York; born 1668; died February 28th, 1736; two Baldwin Matthews 
were vestrymen of Bruton Parish; Robert Matthews was vestryman of 
Kingston Parish, Gloucester. Captain Richard Matthews, Captain 
Robert Matthews and Edward Matthews, of Gloucester, alive 1775. 
John Matthews, Justice of Essex, 1780-1800. Rev. John Matthews, 
rector of St. Anne’s Parish, Essex, 1774-6; whose family had inter- 
married, at an early date, with the Smiths and Bushrods; married 
Smith and had isue. I Thomas. II Mary, married Dr. Alexander - 
Somerville, an eminent physician and medical writer, who had emi- 
grated from Scotland to Virginia. III Fanny, married James Roy 
Micou. IV Virginia, married Dr. William Baynham, of Essex. 


(22) EDwarp Waters, [1] of Elizabeth city, Gent.; 100 acres near 
Blunt Point, on Waters Creek. Head Rights; Edward Watters (the 
patentee), and servants, Edward Bryan, came 1620, and William Ar- 
nall, came 1621, 1624. 

NOTE. 

(1) Edward Waters had a most varied and adventurous life. He 
was born 1584, and left England for Virginia in 1609, in the same ship 
with Gates and Somers. The terrible storm they encountered and 
wonderful escape, after being wrecked on the Bermudas, are well 
known incidents of the settlement of Virginia. When two vessels had 
been constructed and the shipwrecked party were almost ready to sail 
for Virginia, Waters, Christopher Carter and one other person were 
sentenced for some offence, probably mutiny, to be shot. Carter es- 
caped to the woods; but the third man had been shot and Waters 
was tied up for the same purpose ; but having a knife in his pocket he 
cut his bonds and got away. He and Carter were left on the island, 
and remained until Somers’ vessel returned, a few months after. As it 
was intended to bring a colony to Bermuda, Waters, Carter and a man 
named Chard, decided to continue on the island until the ships should 
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arrive from England; and remained without communication with the 
outside world until July, 1612, when the first colonists came. A part 
of this time they lived separate, owing to a quarrel over a great piece 
of Ambergris they had found. This dispute grew to such a height 
that Chard and Waters were about to decide it with their swords; but 
Carter prevented it by hiding the weapons. After the arrival of the 
ship, knowing that the company claiming the Bermudas would take 
possession of the Ambergris, they attempted by arrangement with the 
captain, to get it secretly on board; but Captain Moore, Governor of 
the island, discovered it, and the three Crusoes were again in much 
trouble, Chard being sentenced to death. He was, however, par- 
doned. In 1614, when Moore went to England, he appointed Waters 
one of the Council who were to govern the island a month each in 
turn; but before his turn arrived Waters and others sailed for the 
West Indies for supplies. They were blown by a storm to the Canaries, 
where they took a Portuguese prize and then returned to the West 
Indies where their ship foundered, Waters and a few others getting 
in a boat to a desolate island, from which, after a few months, they 
were taken by an English pirate, and at last got to England. After 
some years, Waters returned to the Bermudas, in 1617, and was sent to 
Virginia for supplies; but on his way back he met with storms, and 
having an unskillful pilot returned to Virginia, where he and his com- 
panions determined to remain. Before 1622 he married Grace O'Neil, 
who was born 1603. During the Massacre of 1622, he and his wife were 
captured by the Nansemond Indians and taken to the mouth of that 
river, from which they seemed to have little chance of escape; but one 
day an empty boat, belonging to some English vessel, happened to 
drift ashore, and in their rejoicings over it the Indians relaxed their 
guard upon their prisoners, so much that they were enabled to secure 


a canoe and escape to Kiquotan. Edward Waters held the rank of 
Captain; Burgess 1625, and was appointed Commander and Commis- 
sioner of Elizabeth City in 1628, the year in which he died. He had 
issue. I Margaret,? born in Virginia. II William,? born in Virginia be- 
fore 1624, of Northampton county; Burgess for that county 1654, 1659, 
1660; married——and died about 1685, leaving issue. I William*, Naval 
Officer of Accomac, 1713. II Obedience.’ Thomas.’ William. 
Waters had, with other issue, William, eldest son, whose only child, 
Sarah,® married David Meade, of Nansemond county. 

Of this family was Edward Waters who married Margaret, daughter 
of John Robins, who died 1739. Susanna Waters, who married before 
1700, Nathaniel Littleton. Richard Waters, of Somerset county, 
Maryland, married Eliza,daughter of Colonel Southey Littleton. William 
S. Waters was a lawyer of Somerset county, Maryland, 1851. The 
Waters family settled in Somerset, Maryland, at an early date. Wil- 
liam Waters of Somerset,married Eliza, daughter of James Hyland, and 
had Levin Lyttleton; who died October, 28; married Lucretia Jones, 
sister of General Arnold Elzey, and had Levin Lyttleton of Somerset ; 
born May 9, 1828; member Maryland Senate; who served in the war, 
being a Southern sympathizer. 
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Notes and Queries. 


NOTES. 


An old Manuscript Volume—We are indebted to the Rev. W. G. 
Andrews, of Guilford, Connecticut, for the following information with 
reference to an interesting old manuscript volume: 


An old manuscript volume of about one hundred folio pages, bound in 
parchment, is in the possession of Miss Lucy Scranton, of Madison, 
Connecticut, formerly the Parish of East Guilford. Its original owner 
was the Rev. Archibald Cummings, first commissary of the Bishop of 
London for Pennsylvania, It contains his commission from Bishop 
Gibson (in Latin), dated December 31, 1728, with other ecclesiastical 
records, the latest bearing date October 7, 1730. Portions of three 
leaves only were used tn this way. Many years afterwards the volume: 
having somehow found its way to Norfolk, served for a short time as the 
orderly-book of a company in the Fifth Virginia regiment at the begin- 
ning of the Revolutionary War. It seems to have moved northward 
with the regiment, perhaps crossing the Delaware with Washington, 
and at all events reaching New Jersey. Two leaves (apart from some 
scribbling on the first page) contain all that relates to this portion of 
its history. 

An entry on the second page, dated Newark, March 8, 1777, states 
that on that day the volume was taken, as his own property, by Ser- 
geant Abraham Scranton, of East Guilford, Connecticut. The family 
tradition is that it was picked up on a battle-field, and there seems to 
have been a skirmish near Woodbridge, not a long march from Newark, 
on the day mentioned. The book remained in Sergeant Scranton’s 
possession, and is now the property of one of his descendants. It is 
nearly filled with his accounts, which overflowed into the blank spaces 
on pages used by previous owners’ A few venerable documents, one 
or two of them nearly as old as the Commissary’s records, have been 
pasted over some of the Sergeant’s multifarious entries. 

The portion of the contents which is of most interest to Virginians 
is found on the ninth, tenth and eleventh pages. At the top of the 
ninth page is the word ‘* Chester,’”’ with the date to be given below. 
Then comes the following, in four lines of large, plain script, inclosed in 
rude scroll work: “Minor Smith His Orderly Book October the 26, 1776.” 
Outside the scroll-work, on the left, in three lines, we have a series of 
capitalletters: ‘‘No.A RL MSWxS.” Onthe right, in four lines: 
“Andrew Russell Capt in the fift Virginia Regiment From Loudoun 
County Virginia.” The rest of this page, with part of the tenth, is filled 
with a list of names, presumably those of non-commissioned officers and 
privates, and perhaps musicians. The first three and last two are sepa- 
rated from the rest by short dashes. For the most part the names are 
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perfectly legible, and indeed unmistakable; but in a few cases, indi- 
cated by an interrogation point, there is some uncertainty. They are 
- arranged in double columns (on page g), and one name has been erased. 
The spelling is a little capricious, and now and then a small letter does 
duty for a capital. The list is reproduced as exactly as possible, with- 
out attempting to imitate the hand-writing, which is much plainer than 
the copyist’s. 

“Minor. W Smith, William Acker, Thomas Minor, Joseph Hutchison, 
Richard Hogeland, Rayman Burnum, Allen Crook, David Hariott, 
Henry Powell, Lowry Gryms, Joseph Lews, (?) Daniel Kidd, Thomas 
Robins, Thomas Breeden, George fletcher, Willoby Russell, Jeremiah 
Minkim, John Degmon, James Anderson, Wm. Thomas, Henry Piles, 
Thomas Rose, John Sorrell, George Noland, John Monroe. Edward 
Ryon, Kitt fishearman, Wm. Diggin, Daniel king, Samuel Reeder, 
Jeremiah horseman, Thotnas Brown, Henry Browner, Richard fisher, 
Richard Mc. Lane, Tire (?) Waters, Philip houtershealt, Garrard Ridle, 
Sam Mellerson, Thomas Mehair, (p. 10) John Madden, Henry Bradley, 
Wm. Thrift, Jame Clemmons, Elexander Clemons, Robert Macy, (?) 
John Spang, (?) Wm. Davis, Thomas powell, \Wm. Carrell, Arther Mc. 
Dannel, Phillip McDonnough, ‘t’ Stace (?) McDanel, John keen, Wm 
Blackburn.” 

The first of the doubtful names may have been meant for “ Lewis,” 
or, possibly, is “ hews.” As tothe others, I have no alternative reading 
to suggest. 

On the eleventh page is the following: 

“ Norfolk, June roth, 1776—Parole Lewis. Officer for the Day to 
morrow Capt. Terrell. The off’rs of the gurd are to be perticular in 
future in instructing The Sentries not to fire at or Stop any Vessel] 
Coming from Portsmouth or to fire at any Vessell with [out] great 
reason of suspition. The long Role to beat at 5 O'clock this Evengning 
for a General perade.”’ 

These entries are all apparently in the same handwriting, a very good 
one, though rather stiff, and at times showing marks of haste. It is 
quite likely that such information as this volumes gives is to be found 
elsewhere, and its chief interest undoubtedly lies in its curiously diver- 
sified history. 


Society of the Cincinnati in Virginia.—At the Meeting of the So- 
ciety of Cincinnati, in the State of Virginia, at the Capitol in the city 
of Richmond, on Monday, the 13th of December, 1802, in pursuance of 
an adjournment to that day at the last meeting—Present: James Wood, 
President ; Edward Carrington, Vice-President ; Samuel Coleman, Sec- 
retary; Churchill Jones, Henry Bowyer, William Bentley, James Wil- 
liams, John Jameson, Basil Middleton, John B. Scott, Larkin Smith, 
Clement Carrington, James Wright, Charles Scott, John Trabue, Wil- 
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liam Mosley, Colin Cocke, John L. Crute, Wm. B. Wallace, John Pryor, 
Robt. Poterfield, Robt. Gamble, John White, Marks Vandewall, Jno. 
Watts, M. Carrington, John Stith, Willis Wilson, Jos. Blackwell and 
Jordan Harris. 

The Society, after some observations from several of the members 
respecting the future disposition of the funds, without coming to any 
decision, adjourned until to o’clock to-morrow. 

TuespAy the rgth of December, 1802. 

The Society met according to adjournment. Present: James Wood, 
President; Edward Carrington, Vice-President; William Heth, Treas- 
urer; Samuel Coleman, Secretary; Charles Scott, John B. Scott, Jordan 
Harris, Clement Carrington, James Wright, Marks Vandewall, Larkin 
Smith, William B. Wallace, John Harris, John Watts, Robt. Poterfield, 
James Williams, Robert Gamble, Jos. Blackwell, John Stith, Wm. 
Mosley, John White, Henry Bowyer, Churchill Jones, William Bentley, 
Willis Wilson, Jno. L. Crute, Basil Middleton, Matthew Clay, Colin 
Cocke and Geo. Carrington. 

On motion, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen be appointed to make an ap- 
propriation of the funds of the Society to such object as may be agreed 


upon by the present meeting, subject, however, to confirmation by a . 


majority of the whole members composing the Society at the next 
general meeting, in person or by proxy, appointed in writing, or by letter 
to the President; and of which due notice shall be given in the public 
papers, and by letter from the President. 

After some debate on the object of the appropriction, without com- 
ing to any specific proposition, the meeting adjourned until to-morrow 


10 o'clock. 
WEDNESDAY (¢he 15th of December, 1802. 


The Society met according to adjournment. Present: James Wood, 
President; Edward Carrington, Vice-President; William Heth, Treas- 
urer; Samuel Coleman, Secretary; William Bentley, John L. Crute, 
Wm. Moseley, Robert Gamble, John B. Scctt, M. Carrington, Larkin 
Smith, John Pryor, William B. Wallace, Robert Porterfield, Charles 
Scott, John Harris, Jordan Harris, Joseph Blackwell, George Carring- 
ton, John Jameson, Churchill Jones, John Watts, John White, James 
Wright, James Williams, Willis Wilson, Henry Bowyer, C. Carrington, 
John Stith, Basil Middleton, Matthew Clay, Colin Cocke and M. Van- 
dewall. 

On motion, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the object of the appropriation of the fynds of this 
Society be the seminary of learning in the county of Rockbridge, de- 
nominated the Washington Academy (to which the shares of the James 
River Company, heretofore vested in our late illustrious leader and 
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hero, General Washington, have by him been appropriated), subject to 
such charges of a charitable nature as have been or may be adopted 
by this Society. 

The meeting then proceeded to the appointment of their officers for 
the ensuing year, when those of the last year were unanimously re- 
appointed, viz: James Wood, President; Edward Carrington, Vice- 
President; William Heth, Treasurer, and Samuel Coleman, Secretary. 

On motion, the following resolution was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the mode of appropriation of the funds of this So- 
ciety, by the committee appointed for that purpose, if confirmed as 
provided by the first resolution, shall be by the purchase of shares of 
the James River Company and lands within the State of Virginia as 
may, in their opinion, be most beneficial, and the conveyance thereof 
to the trustees of the Washington Academy, to be held inalienable for 
the use of the said Academy; provided, however, that the said com- 
mittee shall retain a controul over the product of the property pur- 
chased so long and to such amount as may be sufficient to meet the 
objects of charity referred to in the second resolution. 

On motion— 

Resolved, That when the present meeting adjourn, the adjournment 
be to the second Monday in December next, at the Capitol in the city 
of Richmond. 

The meeting then proceeded to the appointment of their standing com- 
mittee for the ensuing year, when Robert Gamble, John Pryor, Marks 
Vandewall and John White, in addition to the officers, were unani- 
mously re-appointed. 

On motion— 

Resolved, That James Wood, Edward Carrington, William Heth, 
Samuel Coleman, Robert Gamble, Marks Vandevall, John Pryor, John 
White, Larkin Smith, William Bentley, Churehill Jones, William Mosley 
and Robert Poterfield be the committee of thirteen designated in the 
first resolution relative to the appropriation of the funds. 

And then the meeting adjourned until the second Monday in Decem- 
ber, 1803, then to meet at the Capitol in the city of Richmond. 

James Woop, President. 
Attest : 
SAMUEL COLEMAN, Secretary. 

In 1803 the Cincinnati Society appropriated their funds, amounting 
to nearly $25,000, to Washington College, and in honour of this endow- 
ment the ‘‘ Cincinnati Professorship ’’ was founded. It was the founda- 
tion of the present Chair of Mathematics. 


Exports from the Upper District of James river between the 25th of 
October, 1763, and the 25th of October, 1764—19,728 hhds. of tobacco. 


2 barrels, 16 bags, and 300 wt. of cotton. 174 logs. 12 casks of in- 
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digo. 1,071 planks. 30,884 feet of do. 3,000 lock stocks. 566,800 
Staves. 4 boxes and 2 casks of dry goods. 29,145 bushels of wheat. 
500 bushels of potatoes. 14 pipes, 1 hha. 14 quarter casks and 6 boxes 
of wine. 19 hhds. and 8 barrels of rum. 1 hhd. and 776 wt. of bees 
wax. 11,542 bushels of coal. 9,250 hoops. 1,955 bushels and a half 
of pease. 62,763 bushels of corn. 1,098 barrels of flower. 3 bags of 
hops. 920 barrels and 1,000 wt. of pork. 80,860 shingles. 8 tierces 
and 9g barrels of lard. 3 hhds. and 3 barrels of hams. 75 bushels of 
beans. 3,003 wt. of bacon. 26 doz. handspikes. 103 hhds. of skins. 
5 hhds. 6 borrels, and 7 boxes of snakeroot. 800 wt. 10 barrels, and 2 
tierces of tallow. 14 boxes of candles. 5 barrels and 1 box of ginseng. 
50 tierces of bread. 1,161 barrels of tar. 205 barrels of turpentine. 3 
bags of feathers. 5 barrels of rice. 123 tuns of iron. 3,800 heading. 
466 bushels of oats. 7o anchor stocks. 25 barrels of fish. 1,200 feet 
of oars. 14 doz. do. 10 tuns of Mohogany. 2 hhds. 1 bag, and 1 
bundle of hemp. 

Exported from the Upper District of James river between the 25th of 
October, 1764, and the 25th of October, 1765—20,666 hhds. of tobacco. 
531 logs. 19 casks, 1 box, and 50 wt of indigo. 14 bags and 610 wt. 
of cotton. 313 planks. 13,341 feet of do. 5,000 lock stocks. 609,334 
staves. 5 boxes of goods. 42,326 bushels of wheat. 1 bag of flax 
seed. 1 barrel and 4 bushels of potatoes. 13 pipes and 6 quarter 
casks of wine. 18 hhds.6 barrels, and two tierces of rum. 2 hhds. 4 
barrels, and 30 wt. of bees wax. 3950 hoops. 2,713 bushels of pease. 
75,827 bushels of corn. 1,132 barrels of flower. 238 barrels of pork. 
259,480 shingles. 21 hams. 5 barrels and 480 wt of tallow. 1,677 wt. 
of bacon. 6 barrels of cider. 2 barrels, 2 boxes, and 2 bags of snake- 
root. 26 dozen handspikes. 9g barrels and a half, 2 kegs, and 200 wt. 
of lard. 1 box and 82 hhds. of skins. 206 bushels of beans. 21 boxes 
of candles. 9g hhds. 211 tierces, 65 barrels. and 1,640 wt. of bread. 383 
barrels of tar. 52 barrels of turpentine. 35 barrels of pitch. 210 wt. 
of feathers. 490 tuns and 2,870 pigs of iron. 10 tuns and 2,702 bars of 
lead. 6 anchor stocks. 28 barrels of fish. 12 barrels of beer. 1 box 
of seeds. 6 barrels of beef. 13 tuns of lignumvitae. 240 oars. 24 
yards and topmasts. 2 hhds. 1 bag, and 1 bundle of hemp. 15,292 
bushels of coals. 

Exports from the Upper District of James river between the 25th of 
October, 1765, and the 25th of October, 1766.—19,072 hhds. of tobacco. 
g bags and 420 wt. of cotton. 81 logs. 16 casks and 2 boxes of indigo. 
780 lock stocks. 9 boxes of dry goods. 8 hhds. of flax seed. 200 
bushels of potatoes. 3 pipes of wine. 30,674 bushels of wheat. 13 
hhds. and one third of rum. 2,000 wt. of bees wax. 388 bushels of 
oats. 2,737 bushels of pease. 4,900 bushels of coal. 204,500 shingles. 
14 bushels of onions. 392 barrels of pork. 1,305 barrels of flower. 
200 hams. 3 tierces of lard. 5 barrels of tallow. 467 bushels of beans. 
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1,000 wt. of bacon. 3 hhds. g barrels, 1 case, and 50 wt. of snakeroot. 
110 hhds. of skins. 79,745 feet of plank. 1,o11 planks. 20 pieces and 
370 feet of mohogany. 2tunsof hemp. 7 casks of pearl ashes. 117 
tierces of bread. 9g hhds. 2 barrels, and 1 bag of ginseng. 1,205 bar- 
rels of tar. 36 barrels of pitch. 48 barrels of turpentine. 321 tuns 
and 680 pigs of iron. 560,459 staves. 3,870 bars and 7 tuns of lead. 
48 oars and 4oo feet of do. 8 tuns of lignumvitae. 20,900 bushels of 
corn. 6 yards and topmasts. 4 tuns of logwood. 612 handspikes. 


Entered in the Upper District of James river January 16, 1767— 
Molly, Thomas Pollock, from Liverpool, with European goods. 

19. Bowman, Allan Stevenson, from Hull, with 1: passenger, and 
ballast. 

30. Richmond, Henry Minson, from Newport in Rhode Island, with 
3 hhds. of rum, 1 hhd. of molosses, 1 tierce of loaf sugar, 1 hhd. of 
cranberries, and 2 coils of cordage. 

Feb. 2. Betsey, John Gillies, from Dunkirk, in ballast. 


Cleared—Jan. 19, 1767. Anne, Samuel Ayres, for Leghorn, with 5,194 
bushels of wheat, and 202 barrels of flower. 

3t. Thairay, John Lawmont, for Glasgow, with 191 hhds of tobacco, 
and 7,000 staves.— Virginia Gazette, February 12, 1767. 


Ship-building in Virginia in the Eighteenth Century—To Be SoLp— 
A new Ship, of about 236 tuns, well calculated for the Tobacco trade, 
built of the best seasoned plank and timber, and can be lanched in a 
little time, if required. Twelve months credit will be allowed for two 
thirds or three fourths of the value. Any person inclinable to pur- 
chase may be shown the vessel by applying to the subscriber, living 
in Kingston parish, Gloucester county. THOMAS SMITH. 
— Virginia Gazelle, May 7, 1767. 


To be Sold—A new ship, now lying at Suffolk wharf, burthen about 
350 hogsheads of tobacco, well built with the best white oak timber 
and plank. The purchaser may have long credit for part of the money. 
Any person in want may apply to Mr John Driver at Suffolk, or to 
George Walker, Jun. in Elizabeth City.— Virginia Gazette, May 7, 1767. 


Sale of a Musical Slave—A valuable young handsome Negro fellow, 
about 18 or 20 years of age, has every qualification of a genteel and 
sensible servant, and has been in many different parts of the world. 
He shaves, dresses hair, and plays on the French horn. He lately 
came from London and has with him two suits of new clothes, and his 
French horn, which the purchaser may have with him. Inquire at the 
Printing Office of Mess. Purdie and Dixon.— Virginia Gazette, August 
6, 1767. 
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Book Reviews. 


THE PURITAN IN HOLLAND, ENGLAND AND AMERICA.—By Douglas 
Campbell. 


It is not proposed in this notice to comment upon Mr. Campbell’s work 
in its broadest theories. Nor do we propose to discuss how much we 
owe to Holland, and how much to England, for our governmental prin- 
ciples and laws. We shall only comment upon those portions of the 
work, in which he undertakes to specify what States first adopted, and 
put into practice in this country, those principles and laws. Mr. Camp- 
bell alleges that the people ot the New England colonies did not origi- 
nate those ideas, which for years their historians have claimed as the 
wonderful children of their brain, namely: the ballot, the free-school, 
and the township. In fact he sneers at the attempt to ‘“ endow the 
Puritans with supernatural faculties in which the body of their country- 
men had no share.” But we find him immediately attempting to give 
some compensation for such a ruthless awakening. For he alleges and 
attempts to prove that while the Puritans did not invent any of those 
principles, yet that they alone are entitled to the credit of having 
brought over and put them into practice ; and, indeed, all others which 
have played any important part in shaping our Federal and State 
Governments. 

He devotes pages 414 and 415 of his second volume to an attempt to 
heal the wounded feelings of Massachusetts and to an excuse for some 
of her acts as a colony. Soothingly he asserts, that if she has been 
naughty, she has not been quite as bad as Virginia. He confines his 
comparison to two particulars. First. He assures her that she did nut 
treat the Indians quite as bad as Virginia did. In offering that conso- 
lation he prudently forbears to state how the Indians were treated by 
the Virginians previous to the massacre of 1622. 

But his attempt to palliate the ‘‘ Puritanical laws of Massachusetts ”’ 
is so weak, that it is not only injury to History, but an insult to the 
intelligence of Massachusetts. He admits that they must be regarded 
as severe, when compared with those of ‘‘ New York and Pennsylvania 
which had come more fully under a Netherland influence.’’ Yet he 
adds, ‘‘ But in some features they were mildness itself compared with 
those enacted at an earlier period for the government of Virginia—a 
pure English settlement, little tainted with Puritantism.’”’ He then 
cites several of the laws from Dale's Code. 

The injustice of comparing the laws forced upon Virginia by the Lon- 
don Company, during the early years of the settlement, with those 
enacted by the people of Massachusetts themselves is so patent that 
one wonders that Mr. Campbell should have been willing to make it. 
Especially when he declares in his preface that the writer, who has 
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knowledge of the truth and conceals it, “is outside the literary pale.’ 
We have no desire to have paraded the earlier errors of Massachusetts. 
But we protest against such palliation as the above. Surely any one, 
pretending to discuss the growth of law among the several colonies 
should know, that the people of Virginia could not be held responsible 
for any law in force in that colony until after the meeting of her first 
General Assembly in July, 1619. With the simple practical laws 
adopted by her law-makers at that session, or with the laws passed at 
any subsequent session of the General Assembly, the comparison could 
not have been ventured upon. 

On page 419 Mr. Campbell makes more certain his bias, and his ina- 
bility to write impartially the truths of colonial history. For there he 
makes this broad assertion: ‘‘ With Pennsylvania, we reach the most 
southern point to which a Dutch Influence upon the early settlers of 
America can be traced,and we also reach the limit of the colonies whose 
institutions,except that of slavery, have affected the American Common- 
wealth. Virginia alone contributed an idea, that of the natural 
equality of man; but this was borrowed by her statesmen from the 
Roman law.”’ 

Among the laws, which he claims, were brought over and introduced 
by the colonists north of Maryland, was the law as to the registration 
of deeds and mortgages, the law requiring parent’s or guardian’s con- 
sent to a marriage, and the law as to the maintaining and teaching a 
trade to the children of the poor. The early statutes of the Virginia 
colony show how erroneous is such an assertion. In 1639 the Virginia 
House of Burgesses enacted that ‘‘ A deed or mortgage made without 
delivery of possession to be adjudged fraudulent unless entered in 
some court.” And in 1642 the House enlarged the requirements as to 
recordation. But the custom of recordation must have prevailed sev- 
eral years previous to 1639. The loss and destruction of many of the 
Colonial Records of Virginia prevents perfect accuracy on this point. 
But in Volume I of Records of Patents in the Virginia Land Office can 
be found many transfers of dates prior to 1639, of tracts of land. some 
called assignments, some deeds, and some “bill of sale.” And es- 
pecially striking is the brevity and simplicity of the language used. 

We are inclined to believe that the system of registration of deeds, 
so far as Virginia is concerned, is the outgrowth of English statutes 
and customs. For ‘all deeds of bargain and sale had to be recorded 
by 27 Hen. 8th chap. 16, in order to be valid. And in order to get rid 
of the more expensive and cumbersome system of obtaining a release 
of dower by fine and recovery the colonial government of Virginia, as 
early in 1627, adopted the system of allowing a wife to join in the deed, 
and acknowledge in court her surrender of dower. This was following 
a custom of London by which a wife could release her dower by join- 
ing her husband in a deed, being privily examined and the deed being 
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proclaimed and exro//ed in the Hustings Court. In 1627, Lady Tem- 
perance Yeardley in open court at ‘‘James City’’ released her dower 
interest. And in 1674, the system of so releasing dower interest was 
adopted by statute, which declared that such a mode had been in prac- 
tice in Virginia ‘‘for many years.” 

In 1619 the first General Assembly passed a statute as to marriages 
in these words, ‘‘ No maide or woman servant, either now resident in 
the Colonie or hereafter to come, shall contract herself in marriage 
without either the consent of her parents, or of her Mr. or Mrs. or of 
the magistrat and minister of the place together.” 

While Virginia did not to the fullest extent make provision for the 
maintenance and teaching of a trade to the children of the poor, yet in 
1646 she passed an act in which she recognized the duty of the public 
to aid the poor in the educating their children, and which, considering 
her poverty, was a liberal endeavor to do her duty in that respect. By 
that act it was required that the commissioners of each county should 
select two children of the poor of his county and send them to James- 
town to be taught some trade. Each county to bear the expense of the 
children sent from it. 

Mr. Campbell also claims that the founders of Connecticut brought 
over the idea of each town having equal representation in the Legisla- 
tive branch of the government, and that that idea can be thence traced 
into the United States Constitution. Yet it is undeniable that in 1619, 
twenty years before the adoption of what is called the Constitution of 
Connecticut, the first Virginia General Assembly was called to be com- 
posed ‘‘of two Burgesses out of every plantation without restrainte or 
exception ” 

He also holds that “our wide suffrage’ 
Constitution of Connecticut. Yet, from 1619 until 1670, with the ex- 
ception of about one year, in 1654, the right of suffrage beionged to all 
freemen in Virginia. In the year 1670 it was limited to freeholders and 
housekeepers. Shortly after Bacon’s rebellion, by order of Charles II, 
the right of suffrage was limited to freeholders. In the Act of 1655, 
repealing that of 1654, the House of Burgesses announced a principle, 
which afterwards became the great principle of the American Revolu- 
tion; namely, no taxation without representation. For in that act the 
House of Burgesses announced, “we conceive it something hard and 
unagreeable to reason that any persons shall pay equal taxes and yet 
have no votes in elections,” and then repealed so much of the act of 
1654 “as excludes freemen from votes.” Not only did the early Vir- 
ginia legislators desire a “ wide suffrage,’’ but they wished for a “ full 
vote,” evenif it had to be obtained by compulsory laws. For in 1646, 
every freeman failing to vote, after being summoned, was liable to a 
forteit of 100 pounds of tobacco. 

But it is as to the recognition and adoption of the Constitutional 
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principles of freedom of speech and freedom of religion that Mr. 
Campbell makes his most inexcusable misstatements. On page 425, 
Vol. 2, he says: “I have shown in former chapters how American re- 
ligious liberty was first established under the Constitution of New 
York, and the freedom of the press under that of Pennyslvania.” 

Yet, on pages 250 and 251 of his first volume, he recognizes the fact 
that Virginia adopted her constitution in 1776, while New York did not 
adopt hers until 1777. In her constitution Virginia declared that “all 
men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to 
the dictates of conscience.” In the New York Constitution it was de- 
clared “that the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession 
and worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever. here- 
after, be allowed within this State to all mankind; provided, that the 
liberty of conscience, hereby granted, shall not be so construed as to 
excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the 
peace and safety of this State.” 

It is clear that the freedom of religious worship could not have been 
stated in broader terms than it was stated in the Virginia Bill of Rights, 
although the wording in the New York Constitution was more extended; 
and in some respects uselessly so. For the word ‘‘forever’’ added no 
force whatever to the declaration, for it could have no effect upon any 
subsequent Convention. Nor is it very clear as to what might be con- 
strued to be the extent of the power given to the Legislature by the 
last clause of the proviso above quoted. The New York court in 
People v. Ruggles, 8 Johns, certainly did not regard the proviso as very 
limited in its scope. But Mr. Campbell bases his assertion upon the 
fact, that New York in her Constitution abolished the established 
church, and alleges that Virginia retained its established church until 
1785. While it is true that not until that year did Virginia declare that 
no man should be compelled by law to contribute to the support of any 
church, yet it is also true that in October, 1776, she passed a law de- 
claring it “‘contrary to the principles of reason and justice that any 
should be compelled to contribute to the maintenance of a church with 
which their consciences will not permit them to join, &c. For remedy 
whereof and that equal liberty, as well religious, as civil, may be 
universally extended to all the good people of this commonwealth; Be 
it enacted &c. that all dissenters, of whatever denomination, from the 
said (Episcopal) church, shall from and after the passing of this act be 
totally free and exempt from all levies &c. towards supporting and 
maintaining the said church,” &c. In the same act she also declared 
of no force every act of parliament, “which renders criminal the 
maintaining any opinions in matters of religions, forbearing to repair 
to church, or the exercising any mode of worship,” &c. 

Mr. Campbell also intimates a doubt whether the Virginia Bill of 
Rights was a part of the Virginia Constitution. The decision of the 
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highest Courts of that State ought to settle that question. In the case 
of Commonwealth v. Wyatt, 6 Randolph, following declaration was 
made: “That by the Bill of Rights, properly regarded as part of the 
Constitution of Virginia,’ &c., &c. It wasalso recognized in the “ Case 
of the County Levy,’’ 5 Call. It had already been recognized as a part 
of the Constitution by several of the judges delivering opinions in the 
case of Kamper v. Hawkins, 1 Va. Cases, page 20. 

And before leaving this subject let us state that Mr. Campbell is mis- 
taken in asserting that Virginia owes her religious freedom to either 
Thomas Jefferson or Patrick Henry. She owes it to George Mason, 
who drafted the declaration above noticed as to religious freedom. 

Mr. Campbell’s assertion that under the Pennsylvania Constitution of 
1790, was first established “the freedom of the press,” is based upon 
the provision therein that, “In prosecutions for the publications of 
papers investigating the official conduct of officers or men in a public 
capacity, or where the matter published is proper for public information, 
the truth thereof may be given in evidence,” &c. 

But in 1776 the Virginia Constitution declared, “ That the freedom of 
the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be 
restrained but by despotic governments.” And it appears that she had 
no need to adopt the further provision contained in the Pennsylvania 
Constitution. For in the case of Commonwealth v. Morris, 1 Va. Case, 
page 176-79, the General Court held: 

“In this Commonwealth, the second article of the Bill of Rights 
having declared ‘that all power is vested in, and consequently derived 
from the people, that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and 
at all times amenable to them,’ it follows as a necessary consequence 
that the people have a right to be informed of the conduct and char- 
acter of their public agents. In the case of an indictment for a libel 
against public officers or candidates for public office, truth is a justifi- 
cation and may be given in evidence, so far as it may tend to show that 
person libelled was unfit for the office.’’ Hence it must be admitted 
that Virginia first declared for and established the freedom of the press. 

In order for Mr. Campbell to establish his theory that the Federal 
and State Governments owe more to Holland than to England for their 
forms and principles, it was not necessary for him to have announced 
that with Pennsylvania we “reach the limit of the colonies whose 
institutions, except that of slavery, have affected the American Com- 
monwealth.’’ For he states the fact, that the familiarity of the Virginia 
lawyers of colonial times with the history of the Netherlands has been 
a subject of comment by at least one English writer. 
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